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Anril 10, 1051
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Letter from first Presidency this date, from ASS vapers. President Snith
had died £ days orior, after tne leitter which nromoted this reoly. The letter
was to "Hr. Horhort A, Sord, o/a Voeian Gtesl Jomne: Hrie, , Canana's
"Dear Jrother Ford:

Your letter of “eblriary 27, addressed to President JWltﬂ nas heen recelived
and read with deep and senuine svmpathy. The hearts of the ilrethren bleed wiih
sorrow over the lot of voursel? and millions of others who fiAO themselves in
the same sltuation, but for which neither +the drethren nor the Church is in any
wayv resvonsinle,

T am directed by the Brethron to renly to vyou in the terms in which renly
has heen made to many others who find themselves in the same condition, and who
nresanted their ecases to the "rethren with ansuish equnl to vour own,

Your statement 1s noted in which vou sav, 'l hope for the day when thines
misht change, mavhe not in my dav, that all the peonle who may have confrontoed
o1 in vour lifetime on the same trouble will %e free,!

T am hanov to 11 vou that from the verv bheginnine the ‘rethren have sald
timatelyv the *P”tvm*n under which vou now rest will he removed, and that,
ident Yoodruff exvressed 1t, 'The day will come when all that race will '
1 and possess all the blessines we new hgve, ' This Taowons boneoand
prance of salvation orlrar oo by Bats of the Lord,

agaume that vou are familiar witl nostion of the Chureh, 1 tabe the
of quotine to vou a statement sets forth the pesition off the Thuren

arcernl hr o your raced
J

ion of the Church regarding the neoro may be understocd when 1
kept in mind, namelv, that the conduct of sni-iis in the
i
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stence has some determining effect vpon the conditions and
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whieh these snirits take on mortallity, and thatl while the details cf
"

ne orincinle itsel? irndiecztes that
to thig earth and takins on mowralltv ia a privilese that 1s ¢iven 12 thnsc
naintained their first estate; and that the worth of the nrivilece 1s so -roat that
are willine to come to eartih and take on bodies no matter what the handican
a5 to the ©ind of hodies thev are to secure; and that amons the handlcanc,
~7 the rieht to enjoy in mortality tho Blessines of the oriesthond, s 4
iean which spirits are willine to assurme in order that they migh

er thisg princinle there is no injustice whatsoever involved in th

tha holding of the oriesthocd by the nesrnes,’

nrethren wish me to exnress the hope that vou will not lose heart nor let
vour eourace “all, but live rishteously. Sonmewhere at the end n° the road there
awalts you, if vou do live righteously in accordance wiih the revealed truths of

the the same hlessings enjoved hv others of the huran race.

hren would like veu to have in mind that the place you hold in the
scheme of =in,«rs is not the result of anv action on the part of the “rethren, either
those living or those who have lived 1n the past. UPurthermore, there is nothine the
drethren can do about removineg the restraints until the lLerd spesks acain., Your
nlace was determined by the Lord himself, and the cnly underlyine prineciole of which
we are aware iIs that which the Lord himself anncunced. The roint I should like to
leave with you 1s briefly that the Lord assiegned you your nlace for reasons which

! self had, and a part of which, at least, he has =iven to us.
Fraving the Lord to »less you, I am
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~inle have not heern made know (81

t come toa earth,.
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Faﬁt‘fuLLy yours
JPH Al lL, DR SO
CsAve Secretary to the rirst Fresidencv

{riote - the quotation included is anexcerpt from the First Fresidency statement of

Ausust 17, 1949)
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