
CHAPTER XII 

CONCLUSION - SUMMARY 

IN the preceding pages many matters, of varying 
degrees of interest and importance in connection 
with the subject, have been presented. Owing to 

the exigency of space limitations, none of these has 
been fully discussed, and, as a result, the study, as a 
whole, may give the impression of being fragmentary 
and incomplete. The following brief summary will 
assist the reader to see at a glance the ground that has 
been covered in the discussion, and it may serve, 
further, to remind him that not in the character or 
significance of any one consideration here set forth is 
to be found the object sought in these chapters, but 
that the cumulative weight of all the facts presented 
is relied upon to sustain the writer's position and 
contention. Expressed differently, the writer believes 
that the facts here assembled fully vindicate the posi­
tion of the Grand Lodge of Utah, and afford ample 
reasons why the Masonry of Utah, and the Masonry 
of the entire country (for manifestly this is not, and 
cannot be, merely a local problem), should not open 
its doors to members of the Latter Day Saints' organ­
ization.1 Now, the summary: 

1 The writer prefers the word "organization," to "church," 
when referring to this group, because it comprehends so much 
more, in princi1tle and practice, than is generally understood 
when the word "church" is used. 

104 

MORMONISM AND MAsONRY 105 

1. Historical: Attitude of the Mormon Masons in 
Nauvoo; Grand Lodge summonses and edicts ignored; 
Lodge work continued after dispensation was annulled. 
and even after the Lodges had been declared clandes­
tine. 

2. Clandestinism: Temple ceremonies; use of lan­
guage and symbols. 

3. Priesthood: Claims unlimited power over mem­
h~rs of the organization; speaks for God, and as God; 
hmds on earth and in heaven; to question or disobey, 
the same as though the Almighty had commanded and 
had been disobeyed. 

4. Polygamy: Is taught,-
a. By the original revelation, which still holds 

its place in the Doctrine and Covenants and 
which has not been repealed or annulled nor 
can it he erased. ' 

b. ~y positive d_eclarations of belief in the prin­
ciple at the bps· of the leaders and prominent 
teachers. 

c. By the literature prepared for study $ all the 
subdivisions of the system. 

d. By the example of leaders, who "live their 
religion" today, and by the "Lives" of the 
leaders of other days, from Joseph Smith to 
the present time. 

5. Attitude Toward Law: Enforcement of law 
against polygamy was "persecution;•· still so held and 
taught; _another phase illustrated by the testimony of 
leaders m the Smoot investigation. 
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6. The Great Light: Substitution of pronounce­
ments of "living oracles" (specifically, of the Presi­
dent of the organization) for the Bible; further, it is 
displaced by the Book of Mormon, as a teacher of 
righteousness; 2 it is one of the four standard books 
of the organization, two of which condemn secret 
societies in unmeasured terms, and trace their origin, 
particularly of Masonry, to the evil one. 

7. The Deity: "Many gods" clearly and emphatic­
ally taught; God an "exalted man;" male and female 
deities; these conceptions out of harmony with teach­
ings of Anglo-Saxon Masonry. 

8. Membership Prohibited: Masonry originated 
with Satan, and because of its evil tendencies must be 
avoided; disregard of teachings of priesthood on this 
subject deprives adherents of the faith of their stand­
ing, of official preferment, and may subject them to 
P.xcommunication. 

2 "I told the brethren that the Book of Mormon was the 
most correct of any book on earth, and the keystone of 
our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding 
by its precepts, than by any other book." Journal of Joseph 
Smith, quoted by B. H. Roberts in History of the Church, 
Period 1, Joseph Smith, p. 461. 
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INTRODUCTION 

P
LACE is made here for a brief discussion of 
several disconnected, though essential particu• 
lars, which cannot well be presented in the chap-

ters that follow. 
The first contact of Mormonism with Masonry ante-

dated the Nauvoo period by somewhat more than 
fifteen years. In fact, the present writer is convinced 
that the years which saw the preparation and publica­
tion of the "Golden Bible" of this new faith, also wit­
nessed the very material prenatal influence of Masonry 
upon Mormonism, proof of which lies thickly sprinkled 
over the pages of the Book of Mormon. 

This phase of the subject has been treated else-
where, and at some length, by the writer of these lines, 
11ncl only so much of the story will be repeated here 
11~ may seem to be necessary to provide needed back-
1'' ound for certain facts in the present study. 

In September, 1826, one William Morgan disap-
1" 11rcd from his home in Batavia, New York, and so 
1111 ns reliable records show, was never thereafter seen 
loy fnmily or friends. But for two circumstances this 
1111 itlt•nt would have attracted no more than passing 
11111i1·r, for William Morgan was not a man in whose 
1,111vr11wnts or fortunes the public was likely to have 
111v pnrlicular interest. 

11111 gossip had it that he was at work upon an ex­
• of Masonry and that Miller, the proprietor of 




