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Abortion Is Considered “Revolting Sin” by
Church

Recent developments in the United States a�ecting abortion have occasioned an

important statement by the First Presidency. Following two years of deliberation,

the United States Supreme Court ruled that the individual states may not forbid a

woman to have a medical abortion during the �rst six months of pregnancy. �e

First Presidency issued the following statement:

“In view of a recent decision of the United States Supreme Court, we feel it

necessary to restate the position of the Church on abortion in order that there be

no misunderstanding of our attitude.

“�e Church opposes abortion and counsels its members not to submit to or

perform an abortion except in the rare cases where, in the opinion of competent

medical counsel, the life or good health of the mother is seriously endangered or

where the pregnancy was caused by rape and produces serious emotional trauma in

the mother. Even then it should be done only after counseling with the local

presiding priesthood authority and after receiving divine con�rmation through

prayer.

“Abortion must be considered one of the most revolting and sinful practices in this

day, when we are witnessing the frightening evidence of permissiveness leading to

sexual immorality.

“Members of the Church guilty of being parties to the sin of abortion must be

subjected to the disciplinary action of the councils of the Church as circumstances

warrant. In dealing with this serious matter, it would be well to keep in mind the

word of the Lord stated in D&C 59:6, ‘�ou shalt not steal; neither commit

adultery, nor kill, nor do anything like unto it.’

“As to the amenability of the sin of abortion to the laws of repentance and

forgiveness, we quote the following statement made by President David O. McKay

and his counselors, Stephen L Richards and J. Reuben Clark, Jr., which continues

to represent the attitude and position of the Church:

“‘As the matter stands today, no de�nite statement has been made by the Lord one

way or another regarding the crime of abortion. So far as is known, he has not

listed it alongside the crime of the unpardonable sin and shedding of innocent

human blood. �at he has not done so would suggest that it is not in that class of

crime and therefore that it will be amenable to the laws of repentance and

forgiveness.’

“�is quoted statement, however, should not, in any sense, be construed to

minimize the seriousness of this revolting sin.”
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