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THURSDAY, JANUDARY 2, 1902 -~ Continued

President Smith, replying to this, referred to the doetrine taught by
President Youngz which he (the speaker) said he believed in himself, to the effect
that the ehildren of Gentile parents, in whose veins may exist a single drop of

hé blood of Ephraim, might be all pure-blooded Gentiles excepting ome, and that
one might extract all the blood of Ephraim from his pavents' veins, and bo actually
a full-blooded Ephraimite. He also referred to the case of a man named Billingsby,
whose ancestor away back married an Indian woman, and whose descendants in every
braneh of his family were yure whites, with one exception, and that exception was
one pure blooded Imdian in every branch of the family. The speaker said he men-
tioned this case because it was in line with President Young®s doetrine on the sub-
jeet; and the same had been foumd %o be Base with stockmen emgaged in the improve-
ment of breeds, Assumins therefore this doetrine to be sound, while the ehildren
of a man in whose veins may exist a single drop of negro blood, might be entirely
white, yet one of his descendants migzht turn out to be a pronounced negro., And

the question in President =mith's mind was, when shell we get 1light emough to deter-
mine each case on its merits? He gave it as his opinion that in all cases where
the blood of Cain showed itself, however slight, the line should be drawn there;
but where children of tainted purents were found to be pure Ephraimites, they might
be admitted to the temple. This was only an opinion, however, the subject would
no doubt be consldered later,

Brother Clawson rogarded thie as an answer to the cuestion and expressed himself
satisfied with it.

EXTRACT FROM GREORGT ¥, RICHARDS' RECORD OF DEOISIONS BY THT COUNGIL OF TEE FIRST

PRESIDENCY AND THE TWELVE ArOSTLES. (No date is given but the next decisionm in
order, Number &, is dated Pebruary 8, 1907)

Humber 3 - The descendants of Ham may receive baptism and confirmation but
no one Imown to have in his veins nesro blood, (it matters not how remote 2 degree)
ean either have the Priesthood in any degree or the blessings of the Temple of Godj
a0 matter how otherwicee worthy he may be,

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 1908

Letter read from Wlder Balph A, Badger, late President of the South Africen
wission, dated this eity 17th Inst., asking in substance the following questions:
{1) what shall be done where people tainted with negro blood embrage the gospel,
the writer solng on to say that sueh people are very numerous in South Afriea and
some ave now members of the Chureh whose children associate with those of the white
race who are members of the Chureh, the latter objecting to this being done. (2)
The writer wished to kmow if the Gospel should be preached to the native iribes,
and states that an old native missionary had become a member of the Chureh at Queens-
towvn, and ic anxious to start an active missionary work among the natives; that
the son of a Zulu ehief had also been baptized who had requested that missionary

work be done among the Zulus.

with reference o the Tirst guestion President sSmith remarked that he did
not ‘now that we could do anythine more in such eases than refer to the rulings
of Presidents Young, Taylor, Woodruff, and other presidsncies, on this questlon,
amounting to this, that people taimted with negro blood may be admitted to Chureh
membership only., In this connection Presidemt Zmith referred to Brother Abel, who
was ordained o Seventy by Josenh Young, in the days of the Prophet Joseph, %o whonm
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WIDNESDAY, AUCUST 26, 1908 - Coni'd

Brother Young iseued a Seventies' certificate; but this ordination was declared
null and void by the Prophet himself, Later Brother Abel appealed to President
Youngs for the privilege of receiving his endowments and to have his wife and ehil-
dren sealed to him, a privilege President Young eould not grant. Brother ibel
renewed his application o President Taylor with the seme result, and still the same
appeal was made to President Woodruff afterwards, who of course upheld the position
taken by Presidents Young and Taylor. He later wrote to President Smith that he

had received a petriarchal blessing wnder the hends of Father Joseph Smith, and

he said he inferred that the bleasing eonveyed the idea that he was to be the com- -
neetiny link between his race and those holding the prissthood. But notwithstanding
the fact that he was a gtaunch member of the Chureh, Presidents Young, Taylor, and
Woodruff a:l denied him the blossings of the House of the Lord., The same efforts

he said had been made by Aunt Jane to receive hor endowments and be sealed to her
husband and have her ehildren sealed to their parents and her appeal was made to

all the Presidents from President Young down to the present First Presidency. But
President Cannon conceived the idea that, under the circumstances, it would be
proper to permit her to go o the temple to be adopted to the Prophet Joseph Smith
as his servant and this was done, This seemed to ease her mind for a little while
but did not satisfy her, and she still pleaded for her endowments, President smith
then remarked that if we take thie position without any reserve and refer sueh people
to the curse pronounced upon Cainan, giving them $o understanéd that they are des-
cendants of Cainan, that the eurse has not been removed, and that all of his race
are deprived of the rights of the priesthood because of the decree of the Almighty,
and until the Lord sees £it to remove that ocurse it would be for them to content
themselvés with the privilege of receivins the Pirst Principles of the Gospel,
thereby enabling them to become members of the Church, and thereafter live righteous
lives, which will bring them far greater salvation in the Kingdom of God than any
othor so-called Christian religion is capable of doing for them. And in elosing

the President added thet where the priesthood may have been bestowed upon men tainted
with this blood, in all sueh cases their ordinations must be regarded as invalid.

Brother Lyman said he fully endorsed this position, and remarked that whatever
the Lord has in store for the negro Tace 1t must be received through obedisnce to
the Gospel , and it will therefore be for them to receive the Cospel of repentance
as eircumstances may admit, and be satisfied with that portion of 1%, and prove

faithful to i,

As an item of information, the truth of whieh however President Smith sald he
could mot vouch for, although it had come to him through the late President Jease
No Smith, who claimed that it hed come to him indirectly from the Prophet, that
Ham's w.le was an adulteress, and that she weat into the ark pregnant from the seed
of Cain, and in that way brought that blood through the flood, from whom sprang
the early inhabitants of Tgypt. Also that Ham, finding that he was deprived of
the rishts of the priesthood, and becoming desperate in consequence of hisz cone-
ditdion, sought to emasculate his father and prothers and thereby usurp the rights
of the priesthood for himself and posterity, whilch wicked attempt renswed and
intensified the curse of God wpon him and his seed, in that they should be deprived
of the priesthood and become servants of servants forsver.

President Winder moved that the Counoil endorse the former rulings of the
Pirst Presideney, which are the rulings of this Couneil., In connection with this
motion it was understood that our Tlders should not take the initiative in prose=-
lytins among the negro people, but if negroes or people tainted with negro blood
apply for baptism themselves they might be admitted 1o Chureh membership in the
understanding that nothine Purther can be done for them., Tt was also understood
that the secretary was to get topgether the rulings of former sounsils on this question,
also the publie utterances of President Young ané others on the same subject,

Hotion put and carried,



