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from St. Paul, we {ind recorded in his
 epistle to tho Hebrews 6: 12, where
he informs us that baptism, and laying
on of hands are some of the first prin-
ciples of the doetrine of Churist.
We might adduce much corrobora-
ting testimony to establish the first
~ principles of the gospel; but itis e-
nough, 1" God ever mnspired St. Paul
and Peter to teach these things he
pever did, nor never will wmspire an-
other man to contradict them; they
followed the instructions given them
by the Savior, and carried out his plan
of salvation in all the ordinances of
‘his kingdoms; and he that will not be-
" lieve their testimony, would not believe
though one should rise from the dead.
But I hasten. :
~ The ecffects that the Holy Ghost
produced upon those who received it,
are laid down in the firsi epistle to the
Corinthians, 12, 13 and 14th chapters.
And the Apostle tells us that thev are
the body of Christ, in avhich there
should be no schism; take away aay.
of these, and there is a sehism. Look’
at all the churches in christendom:
(the church of the Latter Day Saints
excepted, ) and see the contention that
exists among them. Ask yourself the
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reason; is not this the only answer?
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the saints then; can they be perfected
now without them? 1 answer, no.—
Will any now deny them who is in
possession of the Holy Ghost? I an-
swer in the negative; no man speak-
ing by the spirit of God, can call Je-
sus accursed; and without the Holy
(host there is no salvation; this is the
doctrine that Paul preached, who said.
If any man or even an angel from
Heaven preach-any other gospel, let
him be accursed: And so say |, and
the heart of every servant of God will
respond, Amen.

With peculiar feelings 1 conelude
these remarks, realizing the great res-
ponsibility that I am under to God, for
the manner in which [ teach mankind °
those things which involve eternal con-
sequences: ~ And this responsibility
seems to be augmented when I take
kito eensideration, that I am address-
ing those of my own flesh and blood.
But I feel that God approbates what |
have written, and [ entreat of you to
peruse the foregoing lines as for eter-
nity, and may theniord sanctify them
to your salvation, and ultimately bring
us to an everlasting inheritance in his

celestial Kingdom for Christ’s sake,
Amen.

W. PARRISH.

they all deny some of these gifts which |
constitute the body .of Christ: Can we:
deny these, without denying -Chr.«ia!l
Surely not; itis in vain for us to say
they are not meeded, neither Christ
nor his scrvants cver declared any
such thing, it cannet be found. Serip- |
_ ture, reason, and common sense teach
us, that the like cause will produce the
like effect; the Holy Ghost is the same.
that it was before the world began.—
To be sure St. Paul says that p_wphn-l
cy shall fail, tongues shall cease, and |
knowledge vanish away; for they are/
all enjoyed only in part: but when that
day of perfection is ushered in, when
we shall see as we are seen, and
know as we are known; then there
will be no need of an imperfect knowl-
cedge. He =zlso declares, Eph. 4th,
“When Christ ascended upon high, he
gave gifts unto men; Prophets, Apos-
tles, Pastors, Lvangelists, &c. for the
perfecting of the saints, and work of
the ministry. until we all come in the
unity of the faith.” No rational pes-
son will pretend to suy that, that day
has arrived; and if these giils of the
Holy Ghost were necessary to perfect
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ADDRESS

To the patrons of the Latter Day
Saints’ Me.';sﬂnger and Advocate.

1 becomes my duty to inform you,
that in consequence of other business,
and other dutieswhich call my immedi-
ate attention, my labors in the editoral
department of this paper must cease for
the present; and as this is the case, [

| moust beg leave to make some remarks,

as [ am about being freed from this
great responsibility, I will here say
that. for the increase of patronage for
ninc  months past, so Igmtu_itnus-ly be-
stowed upon unmerited talents, you have
necessarily obliged me to tender you
my decpest heart-felt gratitude. 1 still

\induige a hope, motwithstanding the

Advocate js about being transferred in-
‘o other hands, that.it will continue. to
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receive its present support,and a rapidy
increase to its present subscription list,
inasmuch as the prospects are flourish”
ing, and the future editor’s talents are
deserving of patronage; I indulge a
hope, that great good may be done by
this means: and more especially in
these last days, while **Darkness cov-
ers theearth and gross darkness the
people.”

Almost six years have passed, since
the church of Christ has been establish-
ed: many and various are the scenes,
that have passed before my eyes, since
its commencement, during which time,
we have been favored with the privi-
lege, of making known to the world
our belief in regard to salvation.

I take occasion here to add, that ]
rejoice exceedingly that this Herald of
truth is in being, and 1 enjoy the privi-
lege of resigning it into so good and
able hands as Pres. O. Cowdery whose
character and standing in society need
no commendation from me where he is
personally known: for he is known to
be a man of piety, of candor, of truth,

of integrity, of feeling for the welfare |

of the human family, and in short, he
is a man of God: God acknowled ge
him as such in his revealed will: acd
should we not do so too? |
While I reflect on leaving the edito-
rial department, such a complicated
mass of ideas burst upon my mind,
that it is not possible to communicate

he world by wisdom knew not God, it

pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe.—
[t is those things, which "the world by
their wisdom count foolishness, which
converts the soul, and will prepare it to

dwell in the presence of God, in the
day of the Lord Jesus. ¢‘God has cho-

{sen the foolish things of the world to

confound the things which are mighty;
and base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God
chosen, vea; and things which are not,
to bring to nought things thatare.”

While I reflect on the above sayings
of the holy writer, it gladdens my heart,
that I enjoy the privilege of living in
this age of the world, when God in his
kind providence, has began to work for
the good of his long dispersed covenant
people; when he has again made mani-
fest his will, and has called servants by
his own voice out of the heavens, and
by the ministering of angels, and by
his Holy Spirit; and has chosen the
weak and simple to confound tho wis-
dom of the wise: and to raise up and
bring the church of the Lamb up out of
the wilderness of wickedness, fair as
the sun and clear as the moon. Which
church took its rise April 6, 1830; and
has thus far come up through much
persecution and great tribulation.

It may not be amiss in this place, to
give a statement to the world concern-
ing the work of the Lord, as I have

them all. The great and I‘E'.lp'l:)‘.l'llll:iliH been a member of this church of Lat-

relation which a man sustains in occu-
" pying this station, to his fellow man,
‘will have a tendency to humble, rather
than exalt him in his own eyes; for he
truly becomes a servant of all; and his
words are left on record for present
and future generations to scrutinize.
However there is consolation attach-
ed to these responsibilities, that glad-
dens the heart of an honest and hum-
ble saint, even a servant of servants:
For after that in the wisdom of God

ter Day Saints from its beginning; to

say that the book of Mormon is a reve-
Jation from God, I have no hesitancy;
but with all confidence have signed my
name 10 it as such; and I hope, that my
patrons will indulge me in speaking
freely  on this subject, as 1 am about
leaving the editorial department—
Therefore I desire to testify to all that
will come to the knowledge of this ad-
dress; that | have most assuredly seen

the plates from whesoe the book af
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ormon is translated, and that I have
handled these plates, and know of a su-
rety that Joseph Smith, jr. has transla-
ted the book of Mormon by the gift and
power of God, and in this thing the wis-
dom of the wise most assuredly has
perished: thercfore, know ye, O ye in-
habitants of the earth, wherever this
address may come, that I have in this
thing freed my garments of your blood,
whether you believe or disbelieve the
statements of your unworthy friend and
well-wisher.

It is no trifling matter to sport with
the souls of men, and make merchan-
dise of thems | can say, with a clear
econscience before God and man, that 1
have sought no man’s goods, houses or
lands, gold or silver; but had in view
for my chief object, the welfare of the
children of men, because [ know that I
have been called of God, to assist in
bringing forth his work in these last
days, and to help to establish it, that as
many souls as would believe, and obey
the truth, might be saved in his king-
dom; and also assist in bringing about
the restoration of the house of Israel,
that they might magnify his name, for
what he has done and is doing for the
fulfilment of the prophecies of all the
holy prophets that have written on this
great and importont subject, since the
days of Adam, to this present time:
and while I have been in the editorial
department, I have endeavored to write,
obtain and select such matter as was
ealculated to promote the cause of God,
as far as my judgment was capable of
discerning: and wherein I may have
erred, [ am conscientious and innocent;
but do cheerfully and humbly ask par-
don of those whose leelings in any wise

I may have injured; by digressing in |

the least, from the strictest path of rec-
tituds.

I would do injustice to my own feel-
ings, if I did not here notice, still fur-
ther the work of the Lord in thess last

days: The revelations and command-
ments given to us, are, in my estima-
tion, equally true with the book of
Mormon, and equally neeessary for
salvationy it i3 necessary to live by ev-
ery word that proceedeth from the
mouth of God: and I know that tho
Bible, Book of Mormon and book of
Doctrine and Covenants of the church
of Christ of Latter Day Saints, con-
tain the revealed will of heaven. 1
further know that God will continue to
reveal himself to his church and peo-
ple, untilzhe has gathered his elect into
his fold, and prepared them to dwell
in his presence.

Men at times depend upon the say
of others, and are influenced by their
persuasions to embrace different sys-
tems. 'This is correct, inasmuch as
the principle is a just one: God always
commissioned certain men, to proclaim
his precepts to the remainder of the
generation in which they lived; and if
they heeded not their sayings, they
were under condemnation. _

Though weak may have been my
arguments and feeble my exertions,
to persuade others to believe as my-
self, the few months [ have labored in
this department, 1 trust, I have been
the means of doing some good to my
fellow men. If 1 were not sensible
that I have been doing the will of my .
heavenly Father, | should regret, that
I had ever suffered my name to become
public; I could not endure the idea of
having been the means of persuading
men to detract from truth, and em-
brace error: it has been a principle.in
my heart to embrace truth, and re-
ject error; and I trust it will remain in

my heart forever.
I ieel it my duty to say, to the El-

ders who have been laboring in the
cause of our blessed Reedeemer, and
have taken the trouble, to procure sub-
scribers for the Messenger and Advo-

| cate, they bave my sincere thanks,
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-and shall ever occupy u conspicuous
portion of my gratitude. There are
others whao have been somewhat negli-
gent in this thing, which is owing per-

haps, in part, for want of proper in-

struction upon this point; not realizing
that this periodical is opening and pre-
paring many places, for such as are
travelling to proclaira the gospel of our

blessed Redeemer; whereas, iff it had!

not been for this means, would have
been closed and impenitrable. [ desire
therefore, thatthe Elders of the church
of Latter Day Saiats will avail them-
sclvs of every opportunity that pre-
sents itsell of procuring subseribers
for this paper, not for pecuniary inter-
ests, but for the welfare of the child-
ren of men. [ hope that the Elders
will do all the good in their power, as
this 1s a day of “Warning and not of
many words.” Therefore, 1 trust you
will have the spirit of God in your
hearts to guide you into all truth, until
the knowledge of God shall cover the
earth as the waters cover the great
deep, and the saints of God are’'gath-
ered together, and Zion becomes the

joy of the whole earth.
| JOHN WHITMER.

{G> Those who are in arrears for
the Messenger apd Adyocate, will
piease forward the amount to Oliver
‘Cowdery; with the exceptign of those
who reside in  Missouri, they will
‘please settle their arrears with Johnp
Whitmer. We h that. our friends
-will bear in nﬁndﬁat_pﬁpﬁr, ink, and

dabor, cannot be obtained without the |,

money; therefore, we are under the
‘medessity to call on those who are in-
debted to us for assistance, which wil:
~ “be thanfkully received.

: Euclid, February,—~1836.

. Twould res ﬂtgllﬂﬂi’?%#‘!“”““m
“that through my instrumentality, and
“the grace of our God, there has been

wgised up iv this place, a small branch.

| Qhio, by
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of a chureh of Latter Dey Saints, con-
sisting el sixteen members. This
little branch of our Heavenly Fathei’s
Kingdom has never before been rep-
resented. You will notice them in the
Messenger and Advocate as you see
proper.

Yours truly

A. J. SQUIRES.
J. Whitmer Esq. "
Arise ye saints of Latter Days,
Aud sing your great Redeemers praise;
With joyful hearts arise:
Let ev’ry voice in accents tower,
Till heav’nly blessings on us pour
Down through the parting skies!

Hosanna! let the echo spring,
Triumphant on exulting wing,

Above the pow’rs of hell;
Until with God we do prevail,

And view the things within the vail,
And in his presence dwell.

Hosanna! let the angels say,
Who dwell in realms of endless day,
With Enoch’s perfect band!
Amen, amen, let earth resound,
And all the saints where e’er they’re
found, '
Repair to Zion’s land.

Go forth ye heralds of our God,
Proclaim his gospel far abroad,
[nev’ry foreign clime:
Go visit lands and isles unknown,
[n.ev'ry realm, in ev'ry zone,
Till time with you shall end.

Then rise and join the hallow’d
throng,
Who sing the everlasting song,
In an eternal strain,
Of “Holy holy, King of kings,
Who wast, and art,” while heaven
rings,

And seraphs shoyt Amen!

'THE LATTER DAY SAINTS
Messenger and Advocate,
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