INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SAINTS,

Jabours. One man cannot do all the work
there is to be done. One man cannot
‘enjoy the blessing of eternal life for all.
1t it were so, we might confine our preach-

ing and labours to the finding out of that |

one individual, and the salvation of all the
rest would be secured. DBut that is not
possible. The revelations were given to
teli us all how to live so as to gain eternal
life, 'These principles are not confined to
@ few individuals, but are for the under-
standing and benefit of all. No system
will save the people, unless the prineiples
of life and truth are developed therein.
They must know and understand for
themselves ; for, without knowledge, they
<annot be saved. Then you must labour
to implant in the people the principles by
which they may be redeemed. The
ministers of life must lead the people by
the light of truth continually, uatil they
bave light of their own to guide them.
At 1s not designed to be an eternal task
for you to teach the same people after you
have led them till the light of heaven is
within them and they have sufficient
knowledge of their own to do right.
‘One of the ancient Apostles said—
“ We have also a more sure word of pro-
phecy, whereunto ye do well that ye
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in
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a dark place.” We did not expect

to have a fulness of the Spirit of God
leads to eternal life. If you had, we
might have been spared the labour of
coming. We came here to try and save
the people, and to invite all the mini

of the Church and all the Saintsm
with us,

Brethren and sisters, pray for us, and
let your faith and all your sympathies be
with us, that there may be an increase of
the Spirit of the Lord, that the work of
God may break forth, and that a great
salvation may be wrought out for Israel.
We earnestly desire to see the
gathered; but we also wish them to be
prepared to gather, that when the to
Zion they El:y stay there. Yﬁuge;iﬂ
never get to heaven unless you are pre-
pared for it ; and unless you desire to live
aright before God, you might as well stop
here and die as to go to Zion and die and
go to destruction. Keep the command-
ments of God here, and then you will be
most likely to keep them in Zion.

Brethren and sisters, 1 have discovered
that the wheels of time have not stopped 3
and as we cannot stop them, I must sto
my talking, with the hope that you wiE

receive the hints that I have thrown out..
May God bless you! Amen.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SAINTS.

(From the *Deseret News,”')

On the 20th of Jannary, in the Taber-
nacle, Elder Orson Pratt, senior, ad-
«dressed the Saints; and, through an

the ancient Prophet as the foundation for
a few remarks, applying them more d

to myself. Andif they should be applicable
to the congregation before me, I hope that

- -oversight, a portion of his remarks was | jaL 1 .
yrinted ‘in Vol IX, No. 51, ‘of "the | thestogethaswith myseif, will beo'besefited
“Deseret News, previous to being carefully | “7 (¢ S8me =
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revised. Sinece then, those remarks have s s g of

r passage
' holy Seri -
been examined by brother Pratt and the oly:Seripturs; that. there is:4 peried

Council, and are now printed as agreed
upon b; them, as follows:—

REMARKS BY ORSON PRATT, TABER.-
NACLE, JAN. 29, 186w,

I will read a passage of Scripture to be
found in Isaiah 52nd chap., Sth verse—* Thy
watchmen shall lift up the voice ; with the
voice together shail they sing : for they shall
séx eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring
again Zion,”

time to come in the last days, in which all
of the Elders of Israel and all the wateh-
men of Zion will understand alike, see
alike, and have the same views in regard to
- doctrineand prineiples,and all division of sen—
timent will be entirely done away. Then that

- seripture will be fulfilled recorded in our
- Lord’s prayer, where he taught his disciples
- how to pray:—* Oar Father, who art in
~ heaven, hallowed be thy name ; thy kingdoms
- come ; thy will be done on earth, as it is
' dome in heaven.” -

~ When Ireflect that in heaven thereisaper-

1 wil, this morning, take the words of ' feet nnion of spirit and feeling among the
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welestial throng ; when I reflect that in that
bhappy place there is no disunion one with
another—no different views, but thatall will
bave the same mind and feeling in regard to
the things of God; and them reflect that
the day is to come when the same order of
things is to be established here upon the
earth; and then look at the present con-
dition of mankind, I am constrained to
acknowledge that there must be a great
xevolution on the earth. Where are there
two men abroad in the world that see eye
%0 eye—that have the same view in regard
to doctrine and principle—that are of the
same mind? They can scarcely be found.
1 doubt whether they can be found in the
world.

How is it among us, the Latter-day
Saints? One thing is true in regard to
some few of them—shall 1 say few? No; I
will say many of them: they do actunally, in
the great fundamental principles of the doc-
trine of Jesus Christ, see eye to eye. 1
cannot suppose that in our infancy and
«hildhood we can attain to all this great
perfection in a moment, and be brought to
see and understand alike. But there is one
great heavenly standard or principle to
which we must all come. What is that
heavenly standard or principle? It is the
restoration of the holy Priesthood, the
the living oracles of God, to the earth; and
that Priesthood, dictated, governed, and
directed by the power of revelation, through
the gift of the Holy Ghost,—that is the
standard to which all the Latter-day Saints
and the kingdom of God must come, in
order to fulfil the prophecy I have read in
your hearing.

It matters not how much information
any man may have before he comes into thi
®Church; it matters not how extensively
be may be taught in the arts and sciences of
the day—how extensively he may be taught
in to various branches of learniug;
it matters not how much natural wisdom
he may be qualified with; it matters not
whether he has occupied a high statien in
the eyes of the world, or a low one; i:
amatters not what his prior condition may
bave been, when he repents before God and
eaters into a covenant with the Father and
the Son and with his brethren, and manifests
before them and the whole world that he
forsakes the world and the wisdom thereof,
(that is, that which is called wisdom by the
‘world,)—that he is willing to forsake all
‘things which are of the world that are
inconsistent with the character of God, his
attributes, his word, and his kingdom,—that
wery momeut he comes to that point and
Zoes forward in baptism he becomes subject
to a different power from what he had

elore beea subjecy to, He becomes sub-

|
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ject to a certain authority that is different;
he becomes subject to an authority which
has come from heaven—not an authority
ordained of man—not an authority which
bas been originated by human wisdom or
by the learning of mankind—not by in-
spired or uninspired books, for books never
yet bestowed authority, whether inspired or
uninspired.

The authority of Jesus Christ sent down
from heaven, conferred upon man by his
holy angels, or by those that may have pre-
viously received Divine authority, is the true
and only standard here upon the face of
our earth; and to this standard all people,
natious, and tongues must come, or be even-
tually taken from the earth; for this is the
ouly standard which will endure, and this is
the only anthority which is everlasting and
eternal, and which will endure in time and
throughout all eternity.

This brings to my mind a revelation
which was given in a General Conference on
the 2nd day of January, 1831, the Church
then having been organized about nine
months. All the Saints were gathered
together from various little Branches that
had been established in the house of Father
Whitmer, whose sons became conspicuous
in this last dispensation as being witnesses
of the Book of Mermon,—whose house also
became conspicuous as the place where the
Prophet Joseph Smith received many re-
velations and communications from heaveu.
In one small room of a log-house, nearly all
the Latter-day Saints (east of Ohio) were
collected together. They desired the Pro-
phet of the Lord to inquire of God and
receive a revelation to guide and instrucs
the Church that were then present. Bro-

¢ ther Joseph seated himself at the table.

Brother Sidney Rigdon, who was at that
tiwe a member of the Church, having just
arrived from the West, where he embraced
the Gospel through the administration of
some of the Elders, was requested to act as
scribe in writing the revelation from the
mouth of the Prophet Joseph. I will read
a portion of this revelation :—* And again
I say unto you, Let every man esteem bis
brother as himself; for what man among you
having twelve sons, and is no respecter of
them, and they serve him obediently, and he
saith unto the oue, Be thou clothed in robes
and sit thou here; and to the other, Be thou
clothed in rags and sit thou there; and
looketh upon his sons and saith, I am just ?
Bebold, tbis I bave given unto you as a
parable, and it is even as I am., I say unto
you, Be one ; and if ye are not one, ye are
not mine.”

This I consider is a very important item.
Behold, “Isay uuto you, Bs one; and if ye

| are nos oue, ye are not mive,”
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This is very pointed, plain, and definite
“language, that no man can misunderstand.

Upon what principle are we to be one?
It is by hearkening in all things to that
eternal and everlasting Priesthood which
has been conferred upon mortal man upon
the earth. When I say that Priesthood, 1
mean the individual who holds the keys
thereof. He is the standard—the living
oracle to the Chureh.

“ But,” says one, “suppose that we
hearken to the word of God in the Old and
New Testament —snppose that we hearken
to the word of God in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants—suppose we hearken to the
word of God in the Book of Mormon, and
at the same time we feel disposed in our
hearts to lay aside the living oraeles, what
then? 1 would answer, in the first place,
that the premises are false. Why? The
very moment that we set aside the living
oracles we se’ aside the revelations of God.
“Why? DBecause the revelations of God
command us plainly that we shall hearken to
the living oracles. Heuce, if we undertake
to follow the written word, and at the same
time do not give heed to the living oracles
of God, the written word will condemn us :
it shows that we do not fullow it aceording
to our profession. This is what I wish to
bring home to myself as an individual; and
if the same thingz will suit any other perzon
in the congregation, I hope that he will
take it home to himself.

“ But,” inquires one, ‘‘howis it that yonare
going to apply this to yourself ?” I will tell
vou. But first let me quote from another
revelation contained in the Book of Doe-
trine and Covenants. Perhaps I had better
read the passage which I wish now to bring
to your understanding :—‘‘ Behold, there
shall be arecord kept among you; and in it
thon shalt be called a Seer, a Translator, a
Prophet, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, an
Flder of the Church through the will of
God the Father and the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, being inspired of the Holy
Ghost to lay the foundation thereof, and to
build it up unto the most holy faith ; which
Church was organized and established in
the year of our Lord, eighteen hundred and
thirty, in the fourth mnnth, and in the sixth
dav of the month which is called April.
Wherufnru, meaning the Chureh, thou shalt
give heed unto his words and command-
ments which he shall give unte you as he
receiveth them, walking in all bholiness
before me; for his word shall ye receive as
if from mine own mouth, in ail patience and
f.nt.h v

. Here, then, we perceive, wbn.t is binding.
upen the Church of the living God, what
was binding upon them thirty years ago,

and what has been binding upon them ever
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since, from the day that it was given, until
the day the Prophet was martyred, down
until the year 1860, and until the present
moment of time. All this time there have
been a kingdom and Church of the living
God on the earth, and a man placed at the
head of that Church to govern, direct,
counsel, preach, exhort, testiiy, and

the truth to the people, and counsel them in
the things- pertaining to their duties lﬁd:

pertaining to the kingdom of God.

Now, then, let me get back again.
The great subject before me this morning

'is the words I have been repeating before

you, and how they apply to myself. There
have been afew things wherein I have done
wrong-—wherein I bhave disobeyed these in~
structions that are here laid down —wherein,
no doubt, I have offended the Lord, and
wherein 1 have, no doubt, grieved the feel-
ings of my brethren; and inasmuch as [
have done this, no doubt I have also brought
at many times darkness upon my own mind.
I want to make a confession to-day. I do
not know that brother Brigham, or any of
the rest of the Twelve who have come here
this morning, except brother Benson, knew
of my intentions. 1 did teil brother Benson
I thought of making a confession this
morning, but the others were not aware of
this. There are a few things which have
been a source of sorrow to myself, at dif-
ferent times, for many years.

Perhaps you may be desirous to know
what they are. I will teil you. There are
some points of doctrine which 1 bave un-
fortunately thrown out before the people.

At the time I expressed those views, 1 did
most sincerely believe that they were in ac-
cordance with the word of God. 1 did

most sincerely suppose that I was justifying
the truth. But I have since learned from

my brethren that some of the doctrines I

had advanced in the “ Seer,” at Washington,
were incorreet. Naturally being of a stub-
born disposition, and having a kind of &
selfwill about me, and moreover supposing
really and singerely that I did understand
what true doectrine was in relation to thosa
points, I did not feel to yield to the judg-
ment of my brethren, but believed th
were in error. Now, was this right? No,
it wasnot. Why? Because the Priesthood
is the bighest and only legitimate authority
in the Church in these matters.

How is it about this? Have we not =
right to make up onr minds in relation to
the things recorded in the word of God,
and speak about them, whether the living
oracles believe our views or not? We have
not the right. Why? Because the mindof
man i3 weak: one man may make up his
mind in this way, and another man may make
up his mind i? another way, and a third
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Individual may have his views; and thus

man is left to be his own authority,
and is governed by his own judgment, which
he takes as his standard.

Do you not perceive that this would, in a
short time, cause a complete disunion and
division of sentiment throughout the whole
Church? Tbhat would never fulfil the words
of my text—would never bring to pass the
sayings of Isaiah, that their watchmen
should 1ift up their voice, &e.

* In this thing I have sinned; and for this
I am willing to make my confession to the
Saints. Iought to have yielded to the views |
of my brethren. I ought to have said, as
Jesus did to his Father on a certain oceasion,
“ Father, thy wiil be done.”

“You have made this confession,” says
one; “and now we want to ask you a ques-
tion on the subject. What do you believe

_ concerning those points now ?”

There is one thing I will assure you of —

' God will never reveal anything to me, or to

any other man, which will come in contact
with the views and revelations which he-
gives to the man who holds the keys. We
never need expect such a thing.

‘“ Bat,” inquires one, “have yon not felt
anxious that the Church should follow your
ideas as laid down in the Seer 7 1 have
not. If Ihad, I should have preached them;

| I should have tried to reason with you to

convince you of their apparent truth.

’ I have always been anxious the Church

should be governed by him who has the
right to govern it, to receive revelations,
and to give counnsel for its guidance, throngh
whom correct doctrine comes and is un-
folded to the children of men.

God placed Joseph Smith at the head of
' this Chureh. God bas likewise piaced

i Brigham Young at the head of this Church;

I will answer in the words of Panl: “I and he has required you and me, male and

know nothing of myself; yet am I not hereby

Justified : but- he that judgeth me is the |
l.ard." So far as revelation from the
heavens is concerned, I have had none in
relation to those points of doctrine.

I will tell you what 1 have had revealed
tome : I have had revealed to me that the |
Book of Mormon is from God; I bave had |
revealed to me that the Book uf Doectrine |

 female, to sustain those aathorities thus

 placed over us in their position; and that
“authority is binding on all Quorums and in-
' dividaals of Quorums. Ile has never re-
leased youn nor me from those obligations,
- We are "commanded to give heed to their-
' words in all things, and receive their words
' as from the mouth of God, in all patience
' and faith. When we do not this, we get

and Covenants is also from God; 1 have had a into darkness. God has placed them where
Hl'ﬂlcd to me that this is the ‘Chureh and | they are, and requires you and me to con-
m of God; I have bad revealed to | tinue in our faith and patience to receive-

me that this is tha last dispensation of the
fulnessof times. These thingsare matters of
knowledge with me: I know them to be
true, and I do know about many things in
relation to God and to future events. Bat,
when I reflect upon the subject, I have very
little knowledge concerning many things.
What do I know, for instance, about much
of what is revealed in the last book of the
New Testament, called John's Revelations ?
What do 1 know about much written in the
book of Daniel? Some few things are
quite plain : but what do I understand in
relation to some few of the predictions in
the 11th chapter of Daniel ? I doubt whe-
ther there is a person, unless he has been
favoured with direct revelation from heaven,
who knows but very littleabout John’s Reve-
lations. What do 1 know about many things
inrelation to the celestial kingdom? Has the
celestial kingdom been opened to my mind ?
No. Have 1 gazed upon it in vision? No,
Have I seen God sitting on his throne, sur-

rounded by his holy angels? No. Have I

knowledge of the laws and order and go-
vernment and rule which regulate thatking-
dom? No. If the revelations seem to
apparently convey this or that ides, still 1
may be entirely mistaken in regard to the
ameaning of those revelations,

the truth at their hands. I am going to co
it. I am going to repent. I arose this
morning to unburden my feelings in regard

. to these matters.

What is repentance ? 1Is it merely to say
we will do thus and so, and then go and do-
directly to the contrary? When I say I am
going to repent of these things, I mean that
I am going from this time henceforth,
through the grace of God assisting me, to
try and show by my acts and by my words
that 1 will uphold and support those whom
I do know God has placed over me to govern,
direct, and guide me in the things of this
kingdom.,

I do not know that I shall be able to
carry out thosé views; but these are my
present determinations. I pray that I may
have grace and strength to perform this.
I feel exceedingly wmk in regard to these-
matters.

I know what I have got to conquer. 1
have to conguer my natural disposition and
feelings and bring them to bew to the au-
thority God has instituted. 1 see no other
way. That is the only way for me and the
only way for you. I see no possibility for
the words of my ,text to be fulfilled and
brought to pass ip any other manner. You

| cannot devise or imagine any other way.
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The world have tried for six thousand years
to become united, and they never have been,
and never will be able to do it, if they
should continue to remain as nations, king-
doms, and peoples for six millions of years
to come, They never can bring about this
oneness of sentiment and feeling by each
man being his own standard., No: it never
was ordained by the Almighty to be brought
about in that way.

The only way for us is to have a true
standard, which must be from heaven—a
standard ordained of God, which we can
follow with the utmost confidence—a stand-
ard we can have faith in—a standard to
which all human wisdom and human judg-
ment must give way. Such a standard only
will be eternal, and will prevail when all
other standards will fail,

Do my ideas suit anybody else? It mat-
ters not whether they do or not: they suit
me, and I am going to put the coat on. J
am preaching to myself this morning. I did
not come here to preach tothe world, nor
particularly to preach to the Saints; but I
wanted to preach to myself and see if I
could not convert myself; and when I can |
get converted myself, perhaps 1 may do
some good in preaching to the Saints and to
the world.

Inasmuch as there may have Deen any
feelings in the hearts of the Latter-day
Saints that are now before me, 1 desire to
do all in my power to bring about a com-
plete reconciliation. I wish the whole Ter-
ritory were here, and all the good people of
England, and all the Saints that have ever |
seen any of my writings or read my views;
I would say to them all; Brethren, I make
a confession : I have sinned ; I have been too
stubborn; I have not yielded as I ought; 1
have done wrong, and I will try to do so no
more. And if the whole kingdom of God
can be reconciled with me, I shall be wvery
glad. At least, I will do all I can to obtain
their reconciliation,

These are my feelings to brother Brig-
ham. I will make reconciliation to the Pre-
sidency, and to the Twelve, and to the
Church, so far as it is in my power, so far
as I have not yielded to my brethren.

I consider these to be true principles.
However imperfect I may have been, it has
nothing to do with the principles : the prin-
ciples are from heaven. Amen,

Elder Pratt sustains an unimpeachable
character, so far as strict morality, tried
integrity, energy, zeal, faithfulness to his
religion, and honesty in all business trans-
actions are concerned; but it will be
readily perceived, from his “ Remarks,”
that he does not claim exemption from

999

liability to err in judgment in relation to

; some points of dmtea..che;: Brother

ratt’s preachings an ings upon the

first principles of the Gospel are ex
t

With regard to the quotations and
comments in the Seer as to Adnm'shfm
been formed “out of the ground”
“from the dust of the ground,” &ec.,
it is deemed wisest to let that subject re-
main without further explanation at pre-
sent; for it is written that we are to
receive * line upon line,” according to our
faith and capacities, and the circumstances
attending our progress.

In the Seer, pages 24 and 25, par. 22,
brother Pratt states :—* All these Gods
are equal in power, in glory, in dominion,
and in the possession of all things: each

a fulness of truth, of knowledge,
of wisdom, of light, of intelligence ; each
governs himself in all things by his own
attributes, and is filled with love, good-
ness, mercy, and justice towardsall. The
fulness of all these attributes is what con-
stitutes God.” %It is truth, light, and-
love that we worship and adore: these
are the same in all worlds; and as these
constitute God, he 1s the same in all
worlds.” “ Wherever you find a fulness.
of wisdom, knowledge, truth, goodness,
love, and such like qualities, there you
find God in all his glory, power, and ma-
jesty. Therefore, if you worship these
adorable perfections, you worship God.”
Seer, page 117, par. 95:—* Then there
will be no Being or Beings in existence
that will know one particle more than
what we know; then our knowledge and
wisdom and power will be infinite, and
cannot from thenceforth be increased or
expanded in theleast degree.” Same page,
par. 96 :—* But when they” (the Saints)
‘ become one with the Father and Son,
and receive a fulness of their glory, that
will be the end of all progression in know-
ledge, because there will be nothing more
to be learned. The Father and the Son
do not progress in knowledge and wisdom,
because they already know all things past,
present, and to come.” Par. 97 :—* There
are none among them (the Gods) that are

| in advance of the others in knowledge.

Though some may have been Gods as
many millions of years as there are par-
ticles of dust in all the universe, yet there
is not one truth that such are in posses-
sion of but what every other God knows.”
“ None of these Giods are progressing in.
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. knowledge, neither can t‘:ﬂ- progress in
the acquirement of any tr
_In his treatise entitled * Great First
Cause,” page 16, par. 17, brother Pratt
states :—** All the organizations of worlds,
of minerals, of vegetables, of animals, of
men, of angels, of spirits, and of the
spiritual personages of the Father, of the
SE:D, and of the Holy Ghost, must, if or-
ganized at all, have been the result of the
self-combinations and unions of the pre-
-existent, intelligent, powerful, and eternal
ticles of substance. These eternal
orces and powers are the Great First
Causes of all things and events that have
had a beginping.” |
The foregoing quoted ideas, and similar
ones omi to be quoted, with the com-
ments thereon, as advanced by brother
Pratt in an article in the Seer, entitled
“Pre-existence of Man,” and in his
treatise entitled “ CGreat First Cause,” are
plausibly presented. But to the whole
subject we will answer in the words of the

EDITORIAL,

sion. One of the Elders of Israel had
written a long revelation which he deemed
to be very important,. and requested
brother Joseph to hear him read it. The
Prophet commended its style in glowing
terms—remarked that the ideas were in-
geniumly advanced, &e., &c., and that he
ad but one objection to it. “What is
that ?” inquired the writer, greatly elated
that his production was considered so
near perfect.. The Prophet Joseph re«
plied, * It is not true.”
This should be a lasting

lesson to the

_Elders of Israel not to undertake to teach

doctrine they do not understand. If the
Saints can preserve themselves in a pre-
sent salvation day by day, which is easy
to be taught and comprehended, it will
be well with them hereafter.

Bricaram Young,

Heper C. KmMBALL,
Daxien H. WELLs.

Apostle Joseph Smith on a similar ccca-

sy Sy

THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1860,

ToE most that can be done by any intelligent being, whether in heaven or on the
earth, for the exaltation of men, is to teach them correct principles, leaving them
to act upon their agency and govern themselves,

There is no other means ordained of God whereby men can be exalted to happie
ness and glory. When the Lord desived to sanctify the children of Israel, and bring
them into his presence, he was not able to do so, because he had previously endowed
them with that intelligence which placed within their comprehension the knowledge
of right and wrong, thus giving them the right of choice. Moses had a fervent
desire that the children of Israel should be exalted to eternal happiness and glory;
and he thought that, if he could but get them into the presence of the Lord, they
would be induced to honour those principles which would thus exalt them. But
when he made known his wish to have them accompany him into the mountain
and talk with the Lord for themselves, they refused and said, No, Moses ; we know
you are a great Prophet: you go and talk with the Lord, and we will believe what

you say. ok | "

Thus the principles of life and death were laid before them, that they might have
the privilege of chosing for themselves, to see if they would honour the law, that



