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.

.

:
.
.

, My1y father begins his own
.
life by

:

saying: I("'
. .

- wasw born' bornorn ' JuneJU ' 14J.801' ;- . ;;" in:: -thetownwnfShel;" :=' "'
don , FranklinFpk!! # - Co.., Vermont, about forty miles ,

t! ..-
,

-'" . from Montreal, ten miles from the shores of:
. .

.
LakeL k6Cl" Chariiplairii l I :,,-a-anoTana ten -in

-
milesl S "fronfStTAVfrom"- r sr-Sam-AI.-.=- _ -:

: "
.' bansb J1B ,;- tytoWJIaivingbetWeentheMa{be.l aCOUi. -.coUnty-:. itpwni! ; ; [Hying between" ' -;the -Ma-:..: .=. ;: I-

.
"

....: -

' sisko.andssisko-$Jto'.andiBlacK'.and ; Black rivers... .

' -:!
' ':. -. . ..J.--T' . . .: : - ; ;;

:"

-,r-
: >

: \rtl'.i-\ ; ;;';i, : .:' : -"
, jfJudgefftJ"" dg..: '-Chasevith

-

Chase , ' with, hvhorn"vh" in my'"fathermy'' " father: vas, '

brought up, called to see my, parents soon after
t , II-wasJwas-was.hornJbonij. Qr ; and , heh proposedp' "Ops"

?
., to namen e meme)]Heber.

.. '

. .

<
'

, ChasewhichtheydidChase,: whWhichili .they did:.
' . .- . . .

', !
. ;. . ' ., . ."

'::.
.

,

. .
_ ') About-? 'AbQitt.th,:the. ,time: ! ofb' theth : great 'eclipse'in' 1806 , '

.
; :

. . Icommenced, .Ggmme. iced going to.
. schooVandschool ; :and continued :

" . mostCst? of. the ; time untiluntil.ababout. ut the age of. four- .

teentteeneI-"d'?- ... ," "* X
'
: recollectre ollect the eclipse' well: , asriSmypis my, father '

.
- waswa$; aboutab ut totostarstart: on a.a.ja.journeybut.journey , but', obliged to. :

;

:';/ii : wait. on accountofacco nt , r the darkness;. : . :
. . -

: ' 'r' ': i';; "

'
ifln' FebruaryFeliriI: rf,; 1811 whenmy. ' father moyedim vcd '

, '. . his: family.f. mi y fromfr ni Sheldon, WesttOI'Vto -,West' "t" BloomfieldBlo n'1fiela' ,, a"a ",
-

distanbe. . of; about five hundred . miles ; I_jremem'-iremem-1; '-"

ber'lwhenberwhen."': :we reached. . -St.SkjAlbans': A: lbans':' my'm' :: father '

,
bought1> . each.dfnbeach ., df his 'bboys'boysays al1atjNhi: hat ; !:'which! 1i wasw4S.the.. the . ;

. ' -t. ,
:

,
: ' firfirst. rstt hath t I ever.eveverr -> had..Wehhadd.. , : . WeVe traveled'

- on' 1 Lake.

. .

:
.

Champlain on. the , ice ; the windwiI*nnd.beingd.Dei. :beingg.v-veryry:"-

.

ligh.imyhigh: , Jmy.hatLmy: hat.
,waswnSb19Wnblown: ; off'andbff'' nd lost. , . . - . . : : -" ,1!

' .*"...v":. . ', "
feMWhen1ff\V.henfourteen': ! \ . . fourteen: ' yearsyears ' of ageage'myfat' my father:fatherertooK'J-

;took''
:-.

';<ssjr. ..
':- TnejciritomeJns cinto. . .to. hisl s.. shop, , and began to, teacH : me the; -

,'

; :-
:,
'; ' blacksmith ! . traded . When"' nineteen.l1 j he. having j

3ostii; ig$ prop,propertyptoperty.andrty.and,;.not.
- hot takingtaldngthetakiiig'the-i : the. carecarere forfo

.

.,
my.welfare. welfare\ which hene formerlyformerly ' did ,; I: . wawaswas leftl

.

'fttoto:

.::, :=t.. . .
seekalplac"eekA.pl!*

.
; c

" of refuge:
'

-of my ownowm'; '
. -; : :' :" -:', -

.

{ ":

o4tA.t(
; At. this.tiinethiS ; . tiine . .1. I.. saw'sawsdme.

SOme' daysdaps-.of-.- .. off borrow' rro\v\ ; - -

. . . my7nyheirtsvas.troubledheart; waswas.troubiedj. trouqled.1.
, ana I. suffered much . in'"'

consequencee offarid, . - and timidity, ' -
:

of' . . . ; IIlfound-I ifound myselfm self. castas abroadbrO d :upon'
u'p ; the'woTldt ' world ,; ,

, .,;,..
withoutw thout afriend:

.
' to console mymy'grlef

'

grief' ; inm.. those
. :

' : ' achingheiirt' -aching , hoursho rs. I ' suffered-su ered : muchn1uch'for' ;for; : the

.

.: '
.

' want of food and the comforts of lifeIife"1life, --< ajadnd''
:-: manyptim'es:_.:. ' ' wentftwdwent rrtwo , or. three:.tl. ree, 'd' daysys withoutwith t

'. ' fooditofQod . .to. , eatb:

.
' :' ' ' 'eatjbeing.'bashfulandeat ; beingirig basIifulandbashful: and not daring '-to'to

:'I' :' . . ask/-;.
' . . .

'
.
:

.
' - <: ' :: ;..

:
; ' " ,

': .
'

. !

;:<
,

-
, .> 'After.Il'After' .: Ii had .spent .several weeks in theh ':

manner'beforeman er : ; Defore'
. statedst tOO , my, oldest brother. : , ;

':> --ifJ--

, , Charles , hearing. of my condition,;- offered . toto''
' '

, :-t'- '
, - ' teachte ch '' inene theth potter's' tradetra

,

. I }immediately!llme ia ely :

V

:
. +:, accepted the offer.offer , . and.; continued with Kimlhimm -un-- un-; ' !

tirI , . - :
,

" .
- ' . '

.
' .1. '.

:'one.; : was.tti.. veuty-one.- ; :

.' ; . t.
.
y.

.
: 'J' .: ffl"I was.enrolledwithwns.enrolled... , )With' -' my brother Charles inin.

an... independent horse-
- company ., offof'ttheLNe' the New". ; '

J
.

... . . . . York. militia:militia.tlnder,;
.
. under Captain.

. Sawyer. ,; whowho(
.
)- lived J

,
.:

.:';
.
;.

- iniIll.: EastEast .

.
BloomfieldBI 90m

' field . ' With\, ,1, himh.lID ' .an.
and'hisandI d'' '' ',1.,

!hisJIS..
. sue. sue' -:-. .

tI :
.:- ,cessorMDrained.fourteenssor IIltraihed,. :foi rt en' "" ;

.. . , . c , ' years ; one.Oll- one"year"yeatyear more-

" :
"Wwuulds"wduldihavehays entitledentitledme: mew . to: 'exemption fromfrom-

r
( - fur-<''

;,
-thermUitary;. .:: . :duty! .: .

' Ml. r : wasw ' neverneV r"" brought . be' --'

r'' :forea.: 'courtcoart.martial. o rt.m. martialrtial , or iburid:f und rdelinquentkiri'ny'qelinq' enCinrtDy' '|ny rr
. duty.duty..o.:' . : ) :

'
:

'
.

'
,

'
.

"
.

:
' .

.
:'' .

'; .

-: r' : , :

) .-. . '' , 2While 'with,

'

brother lielie- moved into .living'with.'my:
', ,, ,, . ($ livingliving

.. . ,

my, ,
. . .

.,It.
'.;

.
:: . , the-t- he'' tawntown..w..utown. .ibf:

. :Jtferidon:,1\1e.
\ n'd' onl", Monroe..1\\:.loi.

"

roe.
C61vv.i-sixrt ;

.
'; - (sixSIX'T'

.
( milesrol.1es.

<< : . .., t--, -
- *

-

,
?; .

,
, .;northOOIw.D' 11..r

. : . off.,:;' . 'Bloomfieldloo.m. fieId t towardstowt witrds.the- rdS':1''::: ' ,thevith e..1cI1TO.. 'r' city'.t 'J"' " off'
.

,"'
,

] ,) ayhwhere" lie-.h'.
' : ; eStablished a '

. '
s ... Rochester\ :\ erere" establishedagain - a'potpot? * :

tery.t. 'ry*:.:: I.rL-AfterZ. .
.Afteril'liadifinished: : ' : learninglearnirl 'my'my tradetrad ; ;:

. :;;::.
.

.

.
' .Iiworked. for1fd' six.

'' monthsmonths'withWit 'my< brotherbrQt er forf rc-

" ' .
"

.

'
. .

.
, . , . . ' . .

'
. .

' ' ,< . t wag'wagess- - :
-

'

.
'l : ;: ;:

,-

.

::,; ':1.-:
.:, -;'. . H o ir7.h7,1822'I, , 1822y,. ' I :marriedm rried MurrayVilate, - '

Murray
:Murrayy,

"

.
'Z' :: .! .

.
:
' the.youngestthe, youngest. !>ungesti! daughterof:. ; "Eoswell'R' { swell , arid Susan;Susa ;- .::

,
: '' ' : ,nahnah.1\I. AliirrayybOrn\ tra) 1 b xn: iri- Florida1MontgomeryFFlorida , '

; Montgomery? , Co/CoCoy; ;.

'

'/S.x/
.

; sy.,,
' .:.

'
; New'YorkjIJunel18D6.New'YorkNew ' YorkJilne1:1806.; , lJ.une.1:1806:

. . , : .. ' She"was.theirfourthiShe:She-" .: ir'fourthr''
,

.

: Y child.child.and"had. . , and * had lived with her' parentsrents Inn Vic:=-,," '

t <
"

'
' : tor. , OntarioCoOntat 'Oo.u' ." :. . .,

'- , - --

. :- , . .tJ. .
. ;. ; '

_
"J
'

?. I'
:

'Co"
'

"
" " I". . I am, here * remindedd of- ' theth "following"foll:followingwing..inci- inci.

.
I

'. :" ', dent.d' nt; , whichwhich.hashas. in-itiquiteatoiichinitlquitin- .touch" n ' ofromancej-ofrof : romancemtltlce ; .

.

: '; ' arid.a. d'' though >' . it isignot. not'written' written' ' in. . myy.. -father'si' ' i

history , is. dnethatohs ,that I have- heardhe rqrelatedinthe: related dn: :the
family-fa-family.sincdxhildhood.- nil . since Jchildhood . .

: "

. : ;
.:

[ . . .
' .

.
' . "

' , On: :warm. dayindadayin'summerdn! ' summer , as my father . was ;

R riding, : through the .little. town.oftQ\vn\ .;of Victor:Victor, -being' -,

,Y\, . very' thirsty , he stoppedstopp d beforeb fore. > a; house where a
"

"gentleman'{ ', :: :'- was at work' in thethe'-" front yard , anda d
.

, . _ . ." askedasked' . him for, ':a. . drinK'
-,:'' of ; coldcol waterw Wrf..itnaias|

'
.-an-..andiasas

, . .
:ate. :h '-.went to theththe" well' totto'draw'''' a' freshSresh'bueketftill''bucketfulll' ; -

:' .
. :t--

,

,: ihe'calledJ1 'ci' lled liisVilatel isfdaughter' -=--Vilate-: td'Jfetcn't ':t tc1i' 'a'glassa' . ( 'gl' lass8S'J
',:i

.:'16\ >
; ; .U. yiSJod' O7jk.? D'JLDi) :'JW 'jltL': 3 1

,
- -

.: . '.
" ;-1.

-p''
.
'. .

-
. _ ' ,

; ' .J.
. I''

.

m \ f-j- : ; 5-. _,:

'wl§'whichc he filled&l& e.d. and" sentsent:;}nt by her toto.tthitothe
.
; i young' !

T stranger , who it seemss ms understood herh r namename. ; to
be Milatie. . Not longlon after this he again had
occasion- Victor and. he - in: to go to , as came
sigsightht of. thisth t cottage , he suddenlysud enly became.

. ' thirsty' , and seeing '
.
the same' entleman'''- , he''

-r"-rode" "up"up'to'the" pt'gatethe' -gateand"' nd askasked'hiriTford "hi'i' "for" 'fora' ' sTdririk"drink" ":'"-'<

-'jpff.'.; pf
. waterAftery tel. ;

. , After' drawing4r: 'YJlg' ! fa;a freshfreshd1.J.bc. . ;

. _;buckejuhebucke,! lJle, ""

(my grandfather ) waswas jiboutabout top handhand it liimself}'
whenTie"enihe'" ' said ::" '"If-"" Iff"you"pieaseyou"- " please& ;Tdrar" ra"ratKenSfiber- \ii:=-- ""

; latie :1:wouldbring::
-::bring iiktoiit-- to me ; '"'. ;, sbsbhe.calledheri:he .calledlheri. alled ; er

andusentandt : se t thc:
. ; ; water by iher;her. uiI'S4a_ ' -.Sheuvwaa-lihe-:.Sha :. was,\,, - ; jhthe; : :

youngestyo Igest . and thethe-. pet of the family , who gener-
ally called her Latie ; of course.

this circum-eircum-...- ;

;
stance! afforded a great , deal of fun and amusedamuse...

:':
I merit for, her. sister and brothers... . . . . ' . : . .:

'
. .J-. :

-

' . Some of') our. : familyhave. ':. have, been.. EastEastan'd: arid' visvis--¬:'
itedit d the. old homesteads.in. Mendon andan Victor , :

whichwhich..stilllook, .still look natural.. .Of.O. : course the. scenes.:

around there,, hadhad.a.a. peculiar charm forthemfor. them ;
theythey'xemembcred: 'remembered the story : of.theof. the. whichwell.: ,'ivhich/ :

' they visited'visitedyarid, and:u d drank from the ["old"' oaken.

bucket, the ironiron -bound bucket , the mossCove.

- -ed-
,

i bucketbucketlhat.hungin'th: thatthat.hunghung. inin'tha''the! well.'t' * . . .
.

. , . '' 1.> . .
. . .

: <My. fatherf ther continues : Immediately"lmmedi" tely. afterafterI;! '

.
was marriedIh rried I purchased the situation of my.

.

brother: : Charles;/: and went. into businessbusin ss fforr,

myself- at'
. the. potters' . trade ;, which , I carried

on , inin thesiimiherthe summer.:si1II1I 1 season , and workedat. black- .

smithing.in. in. the winter. . I alsochopped.oordi.

.
chopped. eord

.
; wwoodod : and.clearedand , , cleared . land' occasionally. . . I conconn--'d' tinued in the . .p.potteryttery business : upwardsup ards of. ten.

'

; yearsyyear"aTari3ah"

, ,:andiri-themeanatid ; in - the ; mean time Imade, a purchase '

j of, five
.

_
. andand.a. :a half. ,aacresreS . of .land. , . and. ':, built'

: a>

fine..housej.woodhousefine. house. , , ; Woodhouse.: , ! barn , and. other, out- .

. houses , plantedplant d'' , fruitf it trees , and.
'. hadhad :

- situated. -

i

, so- -- as.toas. to live .comfortably.. .."" . .
-> ' . . :

.February'Febf 1aiy , 1824 , my"

mother"' died ;of con.
sumption in the town of: West' Bloomfield. .:" In-

' the-:.. of 1825 mymyfatherfather: came to Mendon\
'

and lived withwith.meme. ; he soon took sick ; and ,

.
died

I of'coIlSumption..a'Qout'a',of'consumption. about.
'

'a yearaftermyyear , afterafter.m.my'.
' mothers''s

: death.. My' ? oldest. brother , ChariestS.rGhCharlesrIesS.;. ,. and his'

wife , whose maiden . namen me was Judith.
'Marvin ,

died in the yearyear1826. . 1826 oror 7, and were- buried' in;-

. MendonMendonbythe' by the: side of' my father.. , ' , The. record ,

: ofany. my fathers;' !'s family. fell into the hands of my
sister Eliza , to whom . I have writtenwr tteIi for , anan acac--¬'

count , ! but. have not yet been ' able to obtain it..
"In" 1823- [ I received , the. three first'degreesfirst. 'degreES

.
:: of

, Masonry°, namely, entered apprenticefellow, -;- .
'

; crafkandcra tand; master mason- in the Victorlodge. ' atVictor'-:' .

FlatsFlats"Ontario,;: Ontario Co.. , five: miles eastt of'whereot '[where.iIwhere .I*
wasiwas living,. Lote . Lawson actingacting -,as.theas-. he Master]' ,

of. the- -. Lodge , Ezra. 'i-Wilmothilmoth ,,' JarviesJ Gillies,1GilJi , '

: Enos; Gillies ,
-

. Samuel Gillies. and: NathanielN
: CampbellCain ell. (a lawbrothebrother,

'--ih..l\w--.-' :\ - of"
mine ") .were.w.. re

presentpr en at. my. initiation ,; with perhapsperhaps -,fifty. i fty :

I others, whoni I could;
. mention , if necessary.-.-

I InIii.1824 myselfmyselfana: and five other sent a-- petition'

tototJie, the chapter.c
. apt r'' at Canandaigua"((", thetli ' ' : CountyCou ty x

SeatS t of OntarioOntarlO''pounty'::'County , to receivere eivevc tl/eddgreest /i- dgre
upup"to

"toto.
thet Royal; ArchA ch ' MasoiMasoiour&

.;,
_

;rrburpetition'iwasur ;petItlOnrwas'

acceptedacc Jtoo? ]; but.pustbut 'J. ust , previous'toprevlOn '
: to' the time' that; gve;JV

, werei-tawere: - t9- - receive'recel- ve those degrees , the'&Idrgari: ththe'' ' Morgan&I rg n
affair:, - broke' out, ' and:

, the- . Masonic - HalLHallin; , in
, Canandaigua:, where , . the .c

.
chapterpter :met-: , was"

burnedb 'rned' by- . the AntiAnti-Masons
"

,, and: all the records
consumedcO ( .: ',

-
. There arear ' thousands:

- *!of>f Masons.

that' ' livedin' ' those,
' days.who-days '

. who :- :are , wellw' U.aware'
. aware

of.

, the. ...persecutionperse ution ' - .aIid<unjust&, [
- -
:unj st"-. - .p.proceedingsdi l

: whichw1 cI1; were,ver heapedheaped - UPOupon
'? '.).th.

'

m..by- . by .th
.the*-::.i. ntl :

Masons ;:
' not as manyma y as threethre ' of US;-

.

s' couldcou d mmeete..

!
together, . unlessnn1 s . in -.,;, = secretse ret.

, without: } ' -: being
.mobbed. .

"

, . " - : : " ' '

; ;: i"Ii :'"I , haveha e : beenb n drivendr ve 1'fr' . "m" -myhouses- .hous. houses' andn ,
possessionspos e io ls , . with . many;

: of{)f-my:- -my .brethtel11elo.brethren: ! Belonglbelo? *g¬

ing'tolibgg'' too , thatt at. rr'
fraternityternity' '

.
, : five timestim s--";,- mobsby 'n- i obs'led" lede

byysOm, gpme-of-some- f- theirth'' lr : leadingleading.
- men1J.. '.

,

Hyrum'SmithHyrHyrum'm'Emlth' 5mith;

receivedreceived - thethe. threeth e first , degreesde reess'' bf Masonry.?t! Sonry in
,

OntarioOn !rio- . . County , New: lY'York' irki:
_

Joseph. and."' :

Hyrunj ' ; Smith Jwere.l\; wereWere- Master\! ster - Masons1tra..$ ns ,; yet they:

werew e"". niassaftredaSsa r d throughithd! instriimentalityhstr ert tyof;
- of

somesome!
' -of.

;
- of

_

, the leading- menm n ;of( that' fraternfraternityy
throughth ough

,
thetheSt&: : Stallesit , and!la.

; notIziOt'tone'' one ' . soul of- them "

, hash'' S.eyer"st.ever-":: pped.fort1i
.
forthf-jorth to'Jtd' ' administer!li e ,

: help:h lp to.

! " 'I.'JUl' .' ! ( ) :. 'C' ( . ) iW, a :JDiiIjl:?1J.ji'S1-L()=
.3.J :ai-'

s
! :--: '

.
''. . 'I1' :;

., _ _ r
,

,

, ,. ...
.

. .." . .
<

.'
J'' :

.
1Ifo-;... . . . ,

.
-

. J
.- . ' . '

-
. 'f' ,

-

"

, ::!?
.

':; w K . r,T 5 . :* : ; !f
me oror

,

;my. brethren bfelonigingb tpto> th0ith'''' Masonic
.

.
-:; ;;.

,

:
. institutionins

,tution , orqor: t19to renderrend r usassistanceus'' assistanc , although <f?
''bound- . under the""strongestthethe"

" strongest obligations to be ; ' 1

true and faithful--
: to each. otherother- in everyeYcase;ry.case- case .:-

.

-
:;

.
.

and. nd under every circumstance , the commtssion
bf crime- ' excepted. . .

. . ."'*'- &"' "" ' *" '- --'- -- ' ' ' ' - ,I1 beenhave-bbociren-ag-as true asanangel fromfrom the
j heavenslh/ avens to the covenants I made in ttha.-.Lodgeth

.
Xodge-,.

att Victor.. No man was admittedadmittedintointo1t aLodge'

--i" '"-"inTthose"inththoses daysd except . henebbfe"abor8'it-go() i'' ""1t"g"goudmoralsd :- ' moral'
character :4l:a&i&( , WJftfnIlJ? KiriaHarriall-qfF(; -

:qf/stqa4yQfr/st;s >eapy
. Mbitsh;} bsts ; and"

. a member would be. suspended for getting
' drudrunkrik, ororanyany ' other ' immoral' ; conduct. . ; -1IL'Wish-

:Ii . wish
that all men were Masons : and.

would1v 'ltld' live'up'live up' '
;
,

to their profession ; then' the" world' would,v iIld be' ''

in a muchmuclt'.better1rt.atmuch1 '.better"state"
: . than: ifit'-is' -is'is' - n'new' w :.."l-"" -'-: )"

-
: n4.&. - ' Li .

ThThe' ; ' great'blessings1grgreat(blessings"b'" ings'' oavf-ow''- enjoyed"byenjoyednjoY d'' ;
'

.

y ihe" the'
.dayL SSaints'ialnts'in-'these'valldys'' 't-'' 'Va11 afi' be' better.er.di1i

. .

-: ixj t thesevafeysy' fcah' tf r
. appreciatedappreCIatappreciatedd when we1W

,rte recallrecall- some' ofoi'the'earher' the'' earlier
1 scenes,, when poverty. and-, . ntl. sufferings , were the'

\ common lot of all.. The generation of, day-

know"":littletla or.

"ii":nothingnothingt1ii g'-' concerning'! thethe.histthehistory: -histdry- '
1 of those whowho'irst-'stood'fdrth'firstrSt.stootl;. :stood 'fdrth min the" defense' -;ofr
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