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Murray that on a former occasion we were in a state of rebellion.
The charges, made by certain Federal officials, of rebellion and
disloyalty, and of burning the United States Court records and
the books in the Territorial Library, which led to the sending of
the army under General Johnston to Utah in 1857, were officially
reported to be false by Governor Cumming on his arrival. He
reported :

‘‘Sinee my arrival I have been employed in examining the records of the
Supreme and Distriet Courts, which I am now prepared to report as being
perfect and unimpaired. This will doubtless be acceptable information to
those who have entertained an impression to the contrary.

I have also examined the Legislative Records and other books belonging
to the office of Secretary of State, which are in perfect preservation.

‘ The condition of the large and valuable Territorial Library has also com-
manded my attention ; and I am pleased in being able to report that Mr.
W. C. Staines, the librarian, has kept the books and records in most excellent
condition. I will, at an early day, transmit a catalogue of this library, and
schedules of the other public property, with certified copies of the records of
the Supreme and District Courts, exhibiting the character and amount of the
public business last transacted in them.”

Thus it appears that the allegations made by Judge Drum-
mond and others were untrue, and that the army was sent out
under false representations. In like manner we are able to dem-
onstrate that other charges of supposed weight and moment
urged against the people of Utah are equally false and unsub-
stantial. The most terrible accusation of any particular crime
ever brought against the leaders of the Church and the Church
generally, is participation in the Mountain Meadow massacre.
Some have supposed that the Mormon people never fairly and
squarely met this charge, but prevaricated or evaded it. There
could not be a greater mistake. The Latter-day Saints abhor
murder in every form, and the Church or its leaders had nothing
to do with that terrible tragedy in any manner whatever. We
wish this denial to be as emphatic as possible. And, further-
more, the leader of the few whites who were engaged with the
Indians in that horrible affair never would have been brought
to justice but for the assistance rendered the United States of-
ficers by President Brigham Young and other leaders of the
Church ; while the jury that convicted him was largely composed
of men of our faith. No denial can be worded too strongly to
express our detestation of the shedding of innocent blood; and
we hold, further, that all culprits worthy of death— and we



