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The leader of a drive to erase 
Arizo11a's 11ew holiday for the Rev. 
Martin Luther Ki11g Jr. criticized the 
slai11 civil-rights leader i11 a letter 
Su11day, saying King ''exceeded Luci­
fer i11 his ability to deceive the masses 
witl1 in1pressive oratio11 and dedica­
tio11 i11 spite of his addiction to 
alcol1ol, tobacco a11d sex.'' 

Julia11 Sa11ders made the remark i11 
a letter addressed to ''Dear and 
Beloved Prophet'' and se11t to Ezra 
Taft Be11so11, president of the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in 
which he complains. about a church 
spokesman in Mesa expressi11g sup­
port for the Legislature's approval of 
a paid state holiday hor1oring King. 

Supporters of the holiday reacted to 
the letter, a copy of which was 
obtained Wednesday by The Arizona 
Republic, more with pity for Sanders 
than with outrage. 

A11d Steve Klei 11, a spokesma11 for 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for 
No11viole11t Social Char1ge in Atlanta, 
said Sanders' statements about King 
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"arc not true in any scn!>c of the 
, ,vord." 
: Jalousc Minority Lender Art llan1il­
: ton, a south,vest Phoenix Dcn1ocrat 
:and a leading proponent of the King 
·holiday,· said Sander~' letter ,vas 
"inappropriate, and he ought to be 

' . ,ashan1cd of h11nself." 
Sanders, head of Arizonans for 

·rraditional An1crican Value& and a 
high priest in the Morn1on Church, 
has launched a petition drive for a 
rcferendun1 to repeal the King holi­
day. lie n1ust gather al least 43,350 
valid signatures of registered voters by 
Dec. 21 lo put the issue before 
Arizona voters at the Noven1ber 1990 
general election. 

1 n the letter, Sanden, quotes fron1 
past ,vril ings by Benson and fonner 

, church President David 0. McKay 
that arc critical of King and co111n1u-

, nisn1, and talk about the "duly" of 
individuals to fend for the1nsclves. 
Sander~ said the church should 
rc1nain neutral on the King issue. 

Ile ,vrites, "After 30 ye11rs of 
observing and studying the life and 
worki; (fruits) of M.L.K. Jr., in the 
light of Prcl.ident McKay's cleclara-
1 ions re: above, I ca11 honestly kno,v 
that he (King) exceeded Lucifer in his 
ability to deceive the 1nasses ,vith 
ilnprcssive oral ion and cledicat ion in 

spite of his addiction to alcohol, 
tobacco and sex.·• 

Sauders \Vrites that John Lyons of 
Mesa, a church spokesman, ,vas 
quoted last 111011th in the Mesa 
Tribune as saying, "In the collective 
,visdon, of the Legislature, they 
scen1ed lo have felt it (the King 
holiday) \vas the thing to do, and, 
obviously, ,ve ,vould support it." 

According lo the letter, "l-lcre, 
Brother Lyons ,vould have us believe 
that the church obviously supports the 
pros! ii uted n1oclcrates and liberals 
,vho united in 'collective wisclon1' to 
f orcc upon us a tax-paid holiday 
honoring the master deceiver of the 
ages!'· 

Sanders aiso criticizes King for 
favoring the redistribution of ,vcalth, a 
guaranteed annual inconie and lo\1,­
cost housing. 

Pat Qu11ranta, leader of Citizens for 
the Restoration of Colun1bus Day, 
said the lone of Sanders' letter ,vas 
one of the reasons his organization 
1vas hesitant to use Sanders' ref ercn­
dun1 petitions. 

Quaranta's group decided ·rucsday 
to 1vork ,vith the Sanders-led petition 
drive because it ,vas the easiest 1vay Lo 
restore the state's Colu1nbus Day 
holiday. 

In approving the King holiday last 
n1onlh, the Legislature cli1ninated the 

• 

Coltunbus Day holiday in October, 
beginning in 1990, so that taxpayers 
did not have to pay the estirnated 
$2 1nillion cost of havjng an 11th 
11oliday each year for state workers. 

"He (Sanders) assured n1e that 
there would be no racism brought up 
in this ca1npaign, and this (Sanders' 
letter to Benson) upsets me tren1cn­
dously," said Quaranta, president of • 
the 600-n1en1ber Arizona An1erican­
ltalian Club. 

Quaranta, who on Monday had 
considered taking out separate peti­
tions to avoid any taint of racis111 that 
sornc associate \Yith Sanders, said 
Wednesday that he plans to 1vrit.e a 
letter to Sanders asking hi1n to refrain 
fron, any "racial slurs" but will go 
ahead with the petition drive. 

Sanders said that he docs not ,vant 
the Morn1on Chnrch to become 
involved in his efforts lo do away with 
the King holiday and that he was 
disappointed that his letter to Benson 
had found its ,vay to a reporter. 

Ho,vcver, his letter to Benson says, 
"Urolher Lyons has (Josi) credibility 
\Vith the 1110s1 loyal, conservative 
saints here." 

Lyons, ,vho also received a copy of 
the letter, said, "I'n1 not going to 
co111111ent on the letter. My com1ncnt 
t.o the (1i-ibuue) reporter was siinply 
t.o state the cssensc of our 12th Article 

Julian Sanders 
/ Says King 
favored the 
redistribution of 
wealth. 

of Faith, and that is to follow the law 
of the land." 

Sanders said ·it would be "presun1p­
tious" of hin1 to recommend actions 
be taken by higher church authorities. 

"l'n1 not in a position ... to ask 
that anybody do son1ething about it. 
If soniconc else ,vants to de something 
about it, that's their prerogative," he 
said. 

Don LeFevre, a spokcs1nan for the 
church in Salt Lake City, said he 
could not con1n1ent on the letter 
without having seen it. 

Ho\\,ever, Lefevre said the church 
did not oppose the King holiday ,vhcn 
it passed the Utah Legislature, and 
the church recogniz~d the holiday 
w.ith a paid day ofT for its e1nployecs. 

Senate Minority Leader Alan Ste­
phens, a south Phoenix Den1ocrat, 
said of Sanders' letter, "lt seen1s to be 
11 slrange crusade that. the man is 
engaged in. I-le scen1s t.o be obsessed 
by the issue." 

Sanders also sent a letter lo 
legislators, bashing King's record and 
citing past opposition of Arizona's 
Republican congress1nen lo the fed­
eral King holiday . 
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