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Address by Elder James H. Moyle before the Ensign Stake
Conference, in the Salt Lake Tabernacle, Sunday,

March 22, 1908

In standing before this vast audience, assembled for
divine worship, I am deeply impressed with the responsi-
bility that rests upon one who is called upon to speak to
suchan assembly. I have always been a devout and devoted
adherent and believer in the gospel of Jesus Christ, as
revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith and as believed

My grandparents
left their homes, exiled themselves, to come to these valleys
where they might worship God as their consciencesdirected.
I grewup in their faith, and have always beendevoted to it.

As a boy, soon after this building was completed, I
rememberhearing the testimony of Martin Harris in regard
to the divinity of the Book of Mormon, and it made a deep
impressionupon my mind, for he had left the Church, after
having published to the world his testimony as one of the
threewitnesses to the divinity of the Book of Mormon, and
of having seen an angel who declared that the records had
been correctly translated. Martin Harris never denied his
testimony, and, in his old age, came back to renew his cove-
nants and to die with the people whom he had been in-
strumental in assisting, at least, to gather together in these

in by my parents and my grandparents.

mountains.
As a boy I made such study of the principles of our

faith as one does who endeavors to look at every subject
that freedom of mind which should be characteristie

of all men. I discovered about me a class of people whose
lives exemplifed virtue. Young men and young women grew
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up in the community in which I lived, guided by the princi-
ples of the gospel, whose lives were models of virtue, purity
andmoralcleanliness.A little later it was my privilege to go
into the world and spend some years in school, absolutely
separated from these good people, and I was there to learn
something of that so-called higher intelligence, that broader
orthodox Christianity of which we often hear very much
and of which much is boasted.
some of the finest young men of modern orthodox Christian-
ity, whoseacquaintanceand friendship I have always great-
Iy appreciated; and from my association with them and my
observation of the young people at home, and from the in-
vestigations I havemade throughout my subsequent career,
I am able to say, and have never hesitated to say, wherever
I have been, that the young people in the world did not
compare morally with the boys and girls who have grown
up under the atmosphere and influence of those who are
called Mormons.

I becameacquainted with

From my boyhoodI had read the Book of Mormon,
and during my study of the same, found it nothing but
that which is virtuous, pure and ennobling-a great and
wonderful history of a pre-historic people who lived on
this continent in former ages.
utilizing such opportunities as were given me to demonstrate
its divinity, to know whether or not I might be deceived,
and whether my parents, grandparents and friends were
likewise deceived. Therefore, on my way home from school
in 1885, I took advantage of the opportunity to visit David
Whitmer, another of the Three Witnesses, then an old, gray-
haired man, bowed in years and expecting almost any time
the summons to call him thence to his eternal reward. As
I left the train in the little village ofRichmond,Missouri, I
inquired of those whom I met: What kind of a man is David
Whitmer? From all I received the same response, that he
was a good citizen, an honest man, and that he was highly
respected in the community. I went to his humblehome, for
it was a humblehome,and I told him of my origin, my belief,
and as a young man starting out in life I wanted to know
from him, older than my grandfather, what he knew about

I was always interested in
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the Book of Mormon, and what about the testimony he had
published to the world concerning it. He told me in all the
solemnity of his advanced years, that the testimony he had
given to the world, and which was published in the Book of
Mormon, was true, every word of it, and that he had never
deviated or departed in any particular from that testimony,
and that nothing in the world could separate him from the
sacredmessage that was delivered to him. I still wondered
if it was not possible that he could have beendeceived. I
wondered if there was not something in that psychological
operation which some offer as the cause of these miraculous
declarations and by which he could have been deceived-al-
though there were three witnesses present besides the
Prophet Joseph Smith, who saw and heard the same mighty
and solemn truths; so I induced him to relate to me, under
such cross-examination as I was able to interpose, every
detail of what took place. He described minutely the spot
in the woods, the arge log that separated him from the
angel, and that he saw the plates from which the Book of
Mormon was translated, that he handled them, and that he
did hear the voice of God declare that the plates were cor-
rectlytranslated. I asked him if there was any possibility
for him to have beendeceived, and that it was all a mistake,
but he said, “No." I asked him, then, why he had left the
Church. He said he had not, but the Church had left him.
He said that his faith in the fundamental principles of the
gospel, which had been revealed prior to the year 1835, had
never been changed; that he was still devoted to them and
believed in them just as much as he ever did, and was trying
to live those principles and exemplify them in his life. He
said he knew Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, that
through him had been restored the gospel of Jesus Christ in
these latter days. To me this was a wonderful testimony.

Oliver Cowdery, the other witness, likewise left the
Church,but I understand he returned to it before his death.
Throughout his whole career, although for many years out
of the Church and separated from it, he never denied his
testimony. The fact that these men had removed from them
all earthly inducements to continue the perpetration of a
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fraud, if it were a fraud, increasedandstrengthened their
testimony, and to my mind made it more forcible. David
Whitmer was living in a log cabin of two or three rooms,
devoid of every comfort or luxury of life, which he could
have enjoyed had he followed the Church and been, as he
was previously, one of its leading and influential men; but
no, for somereason he left the Church, and I cannot under-
stand what the reason could be other than the fact that his
testimony should be thereby strengthened by relieving it of
all selfish motives and earthly inducements.

If it hadbeen worldlyadvancementthat David Whit-
mer desired, he would have remained where he could have
occupied a higher station and position in life, but heseemed
content in those humble rooms in his log cabin. He also
said, pointing to a room at one end of the building :"Do you
see that old log room? In that room I kept one of the origi-
nal copies of the translation of the Book of Mormon, and
when the great cyclone struck Richmond it tore away every
fragment of my home except the room in which the manu-
script was kept." He regarded even that old manuscript
with every evidence of sacredness, and I doubt that there
was money enough in the world to have induced him to part
with it. Are these not extraordinary facts?

When the Book of Mormon was published, who was its
author? Who were the men instrumental in bringing it
forth? Were they cunning, educated, learned, crafty men?
No. Joseph Smith was an humble farmer's son from the
frontier of Vermont, with no opportunity for education,
without access to the great libraries, without the opportun-
ity of even contact with the learned men of that day, yet he
brought forth this work under the most adverse circum-
stances. It has been said that he had men about him of
unusual ability, but who were they? There were none, as
nearly as I have been able to learn. I have followed it to
the uttermost, so far at least as my opportunities and abil-
ity afforded an investigation of that question, and I find
none. But surrounding him were such men as David Whit-
mer, Martin Harris--farmers, poor men. It has been said
that Sidney Rigdon was the man who did it all, but it has
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been demonstrated, not only by the testimony of his own
son, but by hundreds of others, that he did not know any.
thing about the Book of Mormon until several years after
it was published. David Whitmer told me, in the conversa-
tion to which I refer, that it was only after SidneyRigdon
becamea member of the Church and dominant in its affairs
that "the Prophet Joseph Smith was led astray -through
the intelligence and craft of Sidney Rigdon." This was his
versionof it.

The Book of Mormon is recognized today as a great
book. It gives in detail the names, the history, the religion,
the lives of the prehistoric peoples of this continent. It tells
where their cities were built, where they landed, how they
came here, where they came from. And this remarkable
record came from this humble boy, and it was produced in
his youth--yes, boyhood. When the book came forth some
of the scientific students of the day said, among many other
things to which I cannot refer, because I have not refreshed
my recollection on these matters, that the Book of Mormon
speaks of the horses on this continent. There were no horses
here when this country was discovered, and consequently,
they said the Book of Mormon is not true, yet subsequent
study and research has demonstrated to the highest intelli-
gences of our country and the world that horses did exist
in prehistoric times, in America.

However, coming down to a more recent date
andmy mind turns to it because it is only two weekstoday,
I think, since I stood in one of those old prehistoric cities
and saw evidences there, in a civilization that existed prior
to any known history or even tradition, of the divinity of
the Book of Mormon.

Twenty-eight miles out of the City of Mexico, at a
little place known now as San Juan, and which in some pre-
historic time was occupied by a vast population and magnifi-
cent city, there stands a pyramid. It is built of stone and
displays remarkable architectural design and is constructed
with mathematical precision-a great pyramid covering
more than a 10-acre square. It is about 700 feet at the base,
rising to a height of about 170 feet, with beautiful steps on


