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Now destruction means, as I under-
stand it, banishment, or to be shut out
of the kingdom of God and have to

dwell somewhere else.

It is our opportunity in this dispen-

sation, and our privilege and duty to

spend our time in searching out our
dead. We are of the house of Israel.

We learn that through revelation, and
that being true, then we reach the con-
clusion unless we have been adopted
through the gospel and were gentiles,

that our ancestors were also of the

house of Israel. In other words, the

promise made to Abraham that through
the scattering of his seed all nations

would be blessed, has been fulfilled, and
our lineage has come down generation

after generation through the loins of
Abraham and the loins of Israel. There-
fore our fathers are more likely to

receive the gospel if they did not hear
it in this life, to receive it in the spirit

world than are those whose descendants
are not in the Church, and who refused

to received the gospel here. It seems
to me this is a logical conclusion.

Now, some members of the Church
have wondered just what was meant by
the words of the Prophet, that we with-
out our dead could not be made per-

fect. Will not a man who keeps the

commandments of the Lord, who is

faithful and true so far as he himself

is concerned, receive perfection? Yes,
provided his worthy dead also receive

the same privileges, because there must
be a family organization, a family unit,

and each generation must be linked to

the chain that goes before in order to

bring perfection in family organization.

Thus eventually we will be one large

family with Adam at the head, Michael,
the archangel, presiding over his pos-
terity, according to that which is writ-

ten in the Scriptures. This he will do
under the direction of the Holy One
of Israel, for so it is revealed in the

Scriptures

:

That you may come up unto the crown
prepared for you and be made rulers over
many kingdoms, saith the Lord God, the

Holy One of Zion, who hath established

the foundations of Adam-ondi-Ahman; who
hath appointed Michael your prince, and
established his feet, and set him upon high,

First Day
and given unto him the keys of salvation
under the counsel and direction of the Holy
One, who is without beginning of days or
end of life.

I think we ought to get that clearly

in our minds because there are those
who are trying to stir up trouble among
the Latter-day Saints today by teach-
ing doctrines that are not in accordance
with the revelations of the Lord, and
maintaining that Authorities of the
Church who have gone before taught
doctrines which they did not teach.
So we must have it understood clearly
that while Adam will preside over his

posterity as Michael, the prince, and
as he will hold the keys of salvation, as
he does, all' of that will be under the
direction of Jesus Christ, the Holy One
of Israel, for Christ is greater than
Adam.
We are taught in the gospel of Jesus

Christ that the family organization will

be, so far as celestial exaltation is con-
cerned, one that is complete, an organ-
ization linked from father and mother
and children of one generation to the
father and mother and children of the
next generation, and thus expanding
and spreading out down to the end of
time. If we fail to do the work, there-
fore, in the temples for our dead, you
see our links in this chain—genealogical
chain—will be broken, we will have to
stand aside at least until that is reme-
died. We could not be made perfect
in this organization unless we are
brought in by this selective or sealing

power, and if we have failed to do the
work for those of our line, who have
gone before, we will stand aside until

somebody comes along who will do it

for us; and if we have had the oppor-
tunity and have failed to do it, then
naturally we would be under condem-
nation, and I think all through eternity

we would regret the fact that we had
failed to do the thing that was placed
before us to do and which was our duty
to accomplish in the salvation of the

* children of men.
Another thing that I would like to

say: Some of us get so enthusiastic

over this temple work that we are not
willing to abide by the rules and the
regulations, and to confine ourselves to


