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W: There's six couples over there now. Or are there seven? 

NW: There's two couples in Ghana, the Crocketts are serving as temporal 
affairs people right there at the home, and the Fishers are with 
them. So that would be two couples right there at the home, two over 
in Ghana, one couple in Lagos, and the Jensens and Bradshaws in the 
area where we were. 

I: So it's still a pretty small group. 

W: There may be one more couple over there. 

I: Was the possibility of sending _nineteen-year-old missionaries over 
there ever considered? 

W: No. It is not, and I don't suppose will be, a mission for nine
teen-year-olds. It's a supervisory type of thing. You almost need 
ex-stake presidents, ex-bi shops, ex-mission presidents, and so on, 
because of the nature of supervising these branches that are estab
lished. It isn't a proselyting mission, in that sense of the word, 
because the people are al ready there. It's a supervisory sort of 
mission. To get people into the Church is no problem. Any day you 
wanted to you could go out and find people. You wouldn't have to 
tract, you wouldn't have to knock on a door. You could stop a person 
on a street and have a good gospel conversation. They_ wouJ d flock 
around you. It isn't the same situation as in most missions. 

I think it would be a mistake to have two young nineteen-year-old 
boys over there with conditions the way_ they are, the situation of 
young children running around without clothing on and so forth. It's 
quite primitive. It's a dangerous situation, where it takes a lot of 
wisdom. You have to live very close to the Lord. Not that they 
wouldn't, but with the mere custom of no public restrooms, and so on, 
with people relieving themselves right out in the open, there would 
be an exposure to immorality. And young boys don't always act 
wisely, even though there's two of them. I think you need the. 
protection and the security of a man and his wife, and even a husband 
and wife ought not to be left alone. The Church has taken precau
tions there. There ought to be two couples living together, so you 
can go out and work and come back and have some degree of companion
ship and security. Because you're alone. It would be two white boys 
and all the rest natives. 

Now sending out boys has been done in years past in Tonga, I guess, 
in the isles of the sea and elsewhere, and I'm sure it was done under 
conditions very similar to those in Nigeria, but I think in all 
wisdom they feel that the nature of the work is one of supervising 
and presiding, as well as proselyting. 

I: Even in the South Seas in the early days many of the missionaries 
sent were couples·. We don't think of that, but that was the case. 

W: Was it? 




