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Prohibition—How We Stand
CURRENT agitation of the liquor question gives

to it a place of foremost importance in popular

consideration. Friends and opponents of the Pro-
hibition laws are engaged in a titanic struggle for

the supremacy of their respective views. The issues

presented are and ought to be of deep interest to

every citizen of the country. They are likewise

of serious interest to members of the Church as

such, because the question involved concerns very in-

timately the personal moral welfare of the men and
women and youth of the Nation and of the Church
in the Nation. Nothing that touches the moral
welfare of the people is without consequence in our

religious philosophy.

With such a premise for justification of the public

expression of our views on this question, we unitedly

issue this statement.

The Eighteenth Amendment, prohibiting the man-
ufacture and sale of spirituous liquors, is part and
parcel of the Constitution of the United States. It

will so remain until it shall be, if ever, abrogated by
voice of the people, as provided by law. The pro-
cesses provided for the repeal of an amendment to

the Constitution of necessity require long periods of

time for their consummation. While there is much
public agitation to set these processes in motion, it

should be clearly understood that the question of

repeal is not now, and perchance may not be here-

after, placed before the American people for their

official expression. Even if the proponents for repeal

are ultimately successful in their endeavor to have
the question legally placed before the States for de-

termining action, much time will likely elapse before

such a definite issue can be presented for popular or

legislative vote.

Meanwhile we do not hesitate to give the em-
phatic counsel that it is the unqualified duty of every
citizen to continue loyally to support the Eighteenth
Amendment and the laws of Congress in relation

thereto. The officers of the Government who are

charged with the responsibility of maintaining this

particular law should have the help and encourage-

ment of every person who enjoys citizenship under
our Constitution. There can be no justification un-

der our system of government for violation of this

law nor for tolerance in its violation.

The Church is so firmly committed to the main-
tenance and support of the governments in which
its members have citizenship that it must regard

violations of the law of the land as serious infrac-

tions of its own discipline and principles of Church
government. We believe that any other position is

untenable, either for ourselves as Church members
or for other citizens of the Republic. We believe

also that there is no better way to adequately test

the value and ultimate worth of a law or principle

than by strict and universal enforcement.

With the purpose of the Prohibition measures we
have complete sympathy. They were designed to

promote the cause of temperance and ultimately to

bring about complete abstinence from intoxicating
liquors. The position of the Church with reference

to the use of intoxicants and other body poisons is

well known. We do not need to restate it here.

It is not our desire to become involved in political

controversy. In fact, we wish it distinctly under^
stood that the aid of the Church or of ourselves as

officials of it is not available to any candidate or

party. We do feel at liberty, however, to stand for

and strongly to encourage the enforcement of the

laws of our Country and to support any and all

officials who honestly endeavor to administer them.
It is our earnest hope that the members of the Church
may be foremost among the citizens of the Country
in living and otherwise encouraging and fortifying

the maintenance of our laws under the Constitution
of the Nation.

—The First Presidency and Council of the Twelve
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

rjlHE M. I. A. has always stood and will continue

J- to stand for the non-use of liquor. We believe

and teach that it is not good for man. Alcohol
strikes at the very foundation of human progress.

The M. I, A. helped to secure Prohibition and regards

it as the most successful means yet tried or devised

for the control of the liquor traffic. Laws are rarely

one hundred per cent successful. Since the observa-

tion and enforcement of this legislation would mean
that the laborers of our country would buy food,

clothing, shelter and education for their families with

money that might otherwise be spent for drink, the

M. I, A. stands strongly against repeal and strongly
for the enforcement of our liquor laws. The ground
already gained ought not to be surrendered. Liquor
has always been and it will continue to be the inti-

mate ally of crime. Fighting the one is the surest

way of decreasing the other. Let us struggle on and
on and on. Since this enemy of the happiness of

mankind will never quit, good citizens will always
have it to fight.

—

General Boards Young Men's and
Young Women's Mutual Improvement Associations.


