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world that which we have seen : and we lie not, God

bearing witness of it.

CHRISTIAN WHITMER,

JACOB WHITMER,

PETER WHITMER, JR.,

JOHN WHITMER,

HIRAM PAGE,

JOSEPH . SMITH, Sr.,

HYRUM SMITH,

SAMUEL H. SMITH .”

How to reconcile the act of Harris in signing his

name to such a statement, in view of the character

of honesty which had always been conceded to him ,

could never be easily explained. In reply to unchar

itable suggestions of his neighbors, he used to prac

tise a good deal of his characteristic jargon about

“seeing with the spiritual eye, ” and the like. As re

gards the other witnesses associated with Harris, their

averments in this or any other matter could excite no

more surprise than did those of Smith himself.

It is interesting to quote the standard of Mormon

authority for the justification of Smith's changed

revelation which opened the way for these witnesses

to sustain the existence of the metallic records. Here

it is , as recorded in the eleventh chapter of the “ Sec

ond Book of Nephi ” :

“ And it shall come to pass, that the Lord God

shall bring forth unto you, the words of a book, and


