2 | Introduction

not happen as told: the first offer of freedom would have taken place in
Mississippi, a state that on., allowed manumission, the emancipation or
freeing of a slave, through an act of the state legislature, and the second
offer of freedom would have occurred after the court action In re Han-
nah (1856) when Elizabeth already knew ..1e was free and had arranged
to lead her own life,

Manumission was rare and le . lly difficult by the mid-nineteenth
century. Slave codes severely restricted manumission of all enslaved
persons, and, in specific cases, manumission was limited due to encum-
brances such as mortgages or other liens, or due to the terms, such as
in a gift by will, by which an enslaver obtained ownership. Thus, despite
the unsettled nature of slave law in the West, enslaved persons taken
into Utah Territory continued to be held in bondage, as did most of
those taken to California until they discovered they were free by early
1856. Except for the enslaved people being taken to -ah Territory by Dr.
William Taylor Dennis, who liberated themselves with the help of the
townspeople of Tabor, Iowa, this project includes only three instances of
those in bondage leaving chattel slavery before the US Congress ended
slavery in the American territories in 1862 and elsewhere in the county in
1865. US Brigadier General Albert Sidney Johnston converted Randolph
Hughes from a chattel slave to a paid indentured servant while tempo-
rarily in Kentucky after being stationed in Utah Territory. The legitimate
Redd heirs informally freed three of their deceased parents’ enslaved
workers in 1858 and granted them an inheritance. In 1856, a small group
of illegally enslaved people in California sought and gained their freedom
at the hands of Judge Benjamin Hayes.

Scope of the Project

This book identifies and tells the stories of the enslaved and indentured
African American pioneers of Utah Territory. Despite the historical con-
nection between Indigenous and African American slavery in Utah Ter-
ritory, the book mentions Indigenous slavery only in passing. Although
this book contains material applicable to a legal history or a history of
race and Mormonism, its most important goal is to be a treasury of the
experiences of Utah’s enslaved Black residents, so the introductory his-
tory moves quickly and does not delve into topics adequately covered
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