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perhaps more than once or twice, and
as I had been noted for short sermons
and short prayers, my addresses have
also been few. But although my
s voice has not been heard from this
- stand. I Lhave not been silent, neither
have I been idle.

I was appointed to preside over the

affairs of the Church in the county of |

Utah. 1 have also made two {trips
annually through the southern por-
tions of the territory, visiting all the
Branches, taking considerable time
and a great deal of interest in the affairs
of Iron County, besides making as
many missions to this place as were
necessary, to ebtain counsel, and ac-
quire information to carry on the work
entrusted to my charge.

Any man that knows the country,
and 1s acquainted with the business
that has been placed before me, will
be aware, that, lazy as I might be, 1
have had plenty to occupy my
thoughts. and to give me active exer-
tion, at least for the past year, in the
exercise of my ministry and calling.

I present myself before you, then,
to offer a few reflections upon what 1
feel to be important for this Confer-
ence to consider for the safety, welfare,
and protection of the Saints in- the
vallers of these mountains. I ‘have
been made familiar with the condition
of our settlements south, and am
aware somewhat of the condition of
our settlements in other parts of the
Jgepritory, . :
fordn the commencement of my re-
marks, I will say, that the people
~almost universally do not realize the
_importance of listening to the voice of

God through His servant Brigham.|

My heart has been pained by the
‘things that are past, when I have been
travelling and laboring in different

parts of the territory; it has been

ﬁned to see the carelessness and in-
ifference with which the words of
the Almighty, through His servant,
‘have been received, . ' .

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Numbers were counselled to go to
Iron County, and make there a strong
settlement, sufficiently so to enable
the people to protect themselves, and
establish iron works. Many started
in that direction, and succeeded in
making the distance of from thirty to
seventy miles, and concluded they had
travelled far enmough on good land
without settling upon it,

Last spring, when President Young
made his visit through the settlements,
the county of Utah was very flourish-
g 1 appearance. Many- splendid
farms had been opened, and men were
living upon them with the same se-
curity and carelessness as heretofore
the people have done in the State of
New York, where they need not fear
the attacks of hostile Indians. The
President had previously counselled
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them to settle in forts, and not scatter

asunder so as to render themselves in

a state of helplessness in the case of
attack by the red men. Forts had

accordingly been surveyed, and cities
had been surveyed, where the people
could gather together and fortify them-
selves ; yet the great-mass; I may say,

or, at any rate, all the wealthy portions

of theny, had selected good farms, and

were building good buildings, and

making -improvements wupon them,
and were dwelling safely, scattered all
over the valley ; a great many of them
had lately come from FEngland, and
different parts of the world, and were
in a fHourishing eondition ; cattle were
increasing around them, corn was
growing in abundance, and. fruit and

all things seemingly were beginning
to flourish exceedingly. . - |

On viewing this state of things
said to myself, “ Is this to be the
order of things? - Are the people
going to prosper in this way, while in
open violation of the counsels that
have been given, namely, to gather
nto forts 7" 1 knew that that state
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of affairs would not continue a great

length of time, and,can call the men



