ALL YE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD, AND DWELLERS ON THE EARTH, SEE YE, WHEN HE
LIFTETH UP AN ENSIGN ON THE MOUNTAINS,—Isaiah xviii; 3.
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THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF MAN.

(Continued from page 41.)

36. There are two different kinds
of knowledge : one kind is obtained
from reason and reflection, of which
self-evident truths are the foundation ;
the other kind is gained by sensation
or experience. The ideas relating to
the first kind are obtained by com-
paring truth with truth; hence they
are acquired by spirits in this manner,
and can be communicated to them in-
dependent of experience. The ideas
of the latter kind cannot be obtained
by reasoning or reflection; they can
~only be learned by experience. Spirits
therefore, can advance to the highest
degree of knowledge in some things,
while in others they must remain in
ignorance until they are placed m cir-
cumstances to learn them by expe-
rience. Now there are many experi-
mental truths which are just as
necessary to be learned as truths of a
different nature, and without the
knowledge of which an intelligent
being could never be perfected in
happiness and glory ; hence it becomes
necessary that these spirits should en-
ter bodies of flesh and bones, that
they by experience may learn things
which could not be learned in the spi-

ritual state. None of these spirits
are permitted to have tabernmacles of
flesh if they have violated the laws of
their first estate and altogether turned
therefrom ; for if they will not abide
in the laws of the spiritual state, and
hold sacred the knowledge therein
gained, their Father will not entrust
them with the knowledge to be gained
in the second estate. If they keep

'not the first estate, they will not be

permitted to enter upon the second ;
and this is their torment, because they
are held back and are prohibited from
advancing in knowledge and glory
with the rest of the family who have
been faithful.

37. That there has been a rebellion
among these spirits, is evident from
the Scriptures. The Apostle John
says, ‘“ And there appeared another
wonder in Heaven ; and behold, a great
red dragon, having seven heads and
ten horns, and seven crowns upon his
heads. And his tail drew the third
part of the stars of Heaven, and did
cast them to the earth.” ¢ And there
was war in Heaven : Micl&a.rzlg Mda;ihi?
angels fought against the dragon ;
thég dragon fought and his angels, and
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prevailed not ; neither was there place
found any more in Heaven. And the
great dragon was cast out, that old
Serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him."—
(Rev. xii.,, 3,4, 7,8, 9.) The name
of the being who headed this rebellion,
was called, * Dragon,” * Serpent,”
“ Devil,” or * Satan ;" the place where
the war commenced, was Heaven ; the
persons engaged with the Devil were
“his angels,” called * the stars of
Heaven ”; the nmumber of Satan’s
army was ‘‘ the third part of the stars
of Heaven " or of * the angels,” the
other two thirds were headed by
Michael: the Devils "army were
banished from Heaven to the earth.
Some, perhaps, may imagine that these
angels were beings who had been re-
deemed from some former world, and
afterwards rebelled ; but if this were
the case, they would not be evil spirits,
‘but would be evil beings, having flesh
and bones, and consequently would be
unable to enter 1nto the tabernacles of
human beings ; but as many of them
frequently have entered into one per-
son, it shows most clearly that they
are spirits. Others, perhaps, may
imagine that these fallen angels are
the spirits of evil men who have died
on some former world, and whose ho-
dies have never been raised ; but this
conjecture would not harmonize with
the plan pursued in regard to the
wicked of this creation, who are all to
be raised from the dead, and their spi-
rits and bodies to be re-united ; neither
would it harmonize with the testimony
of the Apostle Jude, who says, * The
angels w]:uch kept not their first es-
tate, but left theu own habitation, he
hath reserved in everlasting chains un-
der darkness unto the judgment of the
great day."—(Jude, verse 6.) This
passage proves that fallen angels are
those who were on trial in their first
estate. Angels do not receive fleshly

bodies until they enter their second

estate, consequently those in the first
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estate must be spirits. That these
angels were spirits pertaining to this
creation, and not to a former one, is
shown from the fact, that they are re-
served “ in chains under darkness un-
to the judgment of the great day.”
If they had lived in a first estate,

precadmg the one where our spirits
were on trial, then they would have
been judged on a previous world, but
their judgment day has not yet come,
but will come at the end of the earth,
or at the time when the wicked of this
world are judged. If, then, they are
to receive a judgment in connection
with the inhabitants of this earth,

they must have formed a portion of
the same family in the first estate, and
did not have an origin anterior to the
family designed for this earth.

38. Havi ing learned that there has
been war in Heaven, let us next in-
quire, at what period this war ended.
It 1s very plain that the war must
have been raging in Heaven after the
earth was formed ; for when the De-
vil and his angels were cast out of
Heaven, they were banished to our
earth, consequently the earth was
formed and in existence at the close
of the war in Heaven. The Devil
was on the earth at the time Adam
and Eve were in the garden : it was
he that lied to Eve and deceived her;
hence, he is called *“a liar from the
beginning,” or “the father of lies.”
Now, whether he and his angels had,
at that early period, been cast out of
Heaven upon the earth, is not, in the
English version of the Bible, clearly
revealed. If they had not at the pe-
riod of the fall uf Adam, already
ceived their banishment from Hea\ EI.'L_.
the Devil must, at least, have come,
by permission, to this earth, and en-
tered inte the garden; and if his
expulsion had not, at that time, taken
place, he would, after hayi ing aceom-

plished his evil designs in bringing
abnut the fall of man, have returned
again to his armies in Heaven to en-
courage them in their unholy and
malicious warfare. But from the

e S
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testimony in the revelations which
‘God gave h Joseph Smith, the
prophet, we are informed that Adam
was Michael. Tt is reasonable, there-
fore, to suppose, that Michael, who
headed the armies in Heaven against
the Devil's forces, would continue the
command until the close of the war, or
until the Devil’s army were banished
to the earth. To have left his post,
and resigned his command before the
enemy was overcome, would have been
only a partial victory, and the trial in
the first estate would have been in-
complete. Nothing short of a full
discomfiture of the enemy’s forces, and
their banishment from Heaven, would
have rendered the victory complete;
nothing short of this, would have en-
titled them to the praise of having
kept their first estate. It is plain,
therefore, that the war in Heaven had
ended, before Michael left Heaven
and entered a body of flesh and bones
under the name of Adam.

59. When did this war in Heaven
commence ? All the light we have
upon this question is contained in mo-
dern revelations, and in those ancient
revelations which have been revealed
anew through Joseph the Seer. We
quote the following from the Book of
Abraham : ‘“ Now the Lord had shown
unto me, Abraham, the intelligences
that were organized before the world
was ; and among all these, there were
many of the noble and t ones;
and God saw these souls that they
were good, and he stood in the midst
of them, and he said, these I will make
my rulers ; for he stood among those
that were spirits, and he saw that they
were good; and he said unto me,
Abraham, thou art one of them, thou
wast chosen before thou wast born.
And there stood one among them that
was like unto God, and he said unto
those who were with him, we will go
down, for there is space there, and we
will take of these materials, and we
will make an earth whereon these may
dwell ; and we will
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whatsoever the Lord their God shall
command them ; and,they who keep
their first estate, shall be added upon;
and they who keep not their first es-
tate, shall not have glory in the same
kingdom with those who keep their
first estate ; and they who keep their
second estate, shall have glory added
upon their heads forever and ever.
And the Lord said, who shall I send ?
And one answered like unto the Son of
Man; here am I, send me. And
another answered and said, here am I,
send me. And the Lord said, I will
send the first. And the second was
angry, and kept not his first estate,
and, at that day, many followed after
him. And then the Lord said, let us
go down ; and they went down at the
beginning, and they organized and
formed (that is, the Gods) the Hea-
vens and the earth. And the earth,
after it was formed, was empty and de-
solate, because they had not formed
anything but the earth ; and darkness
reigned upon the face of the deep, and
the spirit of the Gods was broodi
upon the faces of the water.” In this
divine history, we are informed that
the rebellion commenced at the time
that the heavenly host were counsel
ing together, concerning the formation
of this earth and the peopling of the
same. The rebellion, therefore, must
have been raging from the time of the
holding of this grand council, until
the foundations of the earth were
laid, and probably too for some time
after ; but it must have been some
time during the period between the
beginning of this creation and the

completion of the same, preparato

to tl:I:e reception of Michael or Adalrny,l
that Satan and his army were over-
come and banished to the earth. How
long the period was, intervening be-
tween the time of  holding the couneil
and the beginning of this creation, is
not revealed ; it may have been only

prove them here- | how

a very short period, or it may have
been millions of years. And again,
long it was from the commence-

with, to see if they will do all things | ment of the creation, until Satan was
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cast out, is not revealed ; because we
do not know the length of time in-
cluded in each day’s work, pertaining
to the creation ; neither do we know
on which of these days or periods he
was cast out.

40. The cause of Satan's rebellion
is more fully described in the inspired
translation of the book of Genesis, as
revealed by Josepn the Seer. We
give the following quotation : *“ And I,
the Lord God, spake unto Moses, say-
ing, that Satan, whom thou hast com-
manded in the name of mine Only
Begotten,* 1is the same which was
from the beginning ; and he came be-
fore me saying, behold me, send me,
I will be thy son, and I will redeem
all mankind, that one soul shall not
be lost, and surely I will do it: where-
fore give me thine honour. But be-
hold, my beloved Son, which was my
beloved and chosen from the beginning,
said unto me, Father, thy will be done,
and the glory be thine forever. Where-
fore, because that Satan rebelled
against me, and sought to destroy the
agency of man, which I, the Lord God,
had given him, and also, that I should
give unto him mine own power, by the
power of mine Only Begotten, 1
caused that he should be cast down ;
and he became Satan, yea, even the
devil, the father of all lies, to deceive
and to blind men, and to lead them
captive at his will, even as many as
would not hearken unto my voice.
And now the serpent was more sub-
tle than any beast of the field, which
I, the Lord God, had made. And
Satan put it into the heart of the ser-
pent, (for he had drawn away many
after him,) and he sought also to be-
guile Eve, for he knew not the mind
of God: wherefore, he sought to
destroy the world ; yea, and he said
unto the woman, yea hath God said ye
shall not eat of every tree of the gar-

‘% For the contest which Moses had with
the Devil, see a revelation which was given
to Moses previous to his writing the book
of Genesis, published in *The Pearl of
Great Price,”

den, (and he spake by the mouth of
the serpent,) but of the fruit of the
tree which thou beholdest in the midst
of the garden, God hath said, ye shall
not eat of it, neither shall ye taste it,
lest ye die. For God doth know that
in the day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be
as Gods, knowing good and evil.”
From the quotation which we have
given from the Book of Abraham, it
18 shown that the council where this
rebellion first started, was held before
the earth was made. And in this
last quotation from Genesis, we learn
some of the causes which excited the
revolt. It seems that Satan had pro-
posed a plan to * redeem all mankind,
that one soul should not be lost " ; and
believing that his plan was superior to
any other suggested in the council, he
was determined to carry it into effect
at all hazards ; hence, he said to the
Lord,  surely I will do it ; wherefore
give me thine honour.”

41. If Satan had been permitted to
carry out his plan, it would either
have destroyed the agency of man, 8o
that he could not commit sin: or it
would have redeemed him in his sins
and wickedness without any repent-
ance or reformation of life. If the
agency of man were destroyed, he
would only act as he is acted upon,
and consequently he would merely be
a machine ; and his actions would have
neither merit nor demerit, so far as he
was concerned, and could neither be
punished nor rewarded, and would
produce neither misery nor joy. Des-
troy the agency of man, and you
destroy the main-spring of his happi-
ness. Again, take away the agency
of man, and you deprive him of his
intelligence ; for intelligence is the
original force or cause of actions; it
1s a self-moving force ; and all actions
resulting from such a force, must ne-
cessarily be free. 1f, therefore, the
agency of man or his freedom of action
be destroyed, you destroy his self-

moving force ; and if you deprive him
of such force, you deprive him of
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intelligence; therefore agency is essen-
tial to the very existence of intelligence.
This truth is clearly revealed in a re-
velation given to Josepn the SkEr,
which reads as follows :—* All truth
18 Independent in that sphere in which
God has placed it, to act for itself, as
all intelligence also, otherwise there is
no existence. Behold, here is the
agency of man.” (Doec. and Cov.,
sec. 83, par. 5.) The plan proposed
by the devil, while he was yet in his
first estate or in Heaven, was to des-
troy the agency of man, thereby de-
priving him of the intelligence which
God had given to him, and by this
process man would be unable to do, of
his own accord, either good or evil;
and Satan thought that he could thus
“redeem all mankind, that not one
soul should be lost.” He did not per-
ceive that man, redeemed after his
plan, would be a perfect idiot, without
the least glimmering of intelligence.
Some, perhaps, may think we have
misrepresented the intentions of the
devil : for they can scarcely believe
him to be so profoundly ignovant as
to propose a plan which would, in its
very nature, destroy the intelligence
or knowledge of the human race.
Such, perhaps, may argue that it is
more reasonable to suppose that the
devil intended to leave them to their
agency, so far as doing good or evil is
concerned ; and that thus their intelli-
gence would be retained ; but that he
designed to redeem them from the
effects of their sins without any
exercise of their agency in the act of
repentance or reformation. Such a
plan, we admit, would thwart the ends
of justice, and would admit unholy
and sinful beings into the kingdom of
God ; such beings would be redeemed
in all their sins and would still be de-
termined to pursue a sinful course.
And such characters would turn a
Heaven into a hell, and make them-
selves muserable, and also all others
with whom they were associated. But
such a plan, though it destroys justice,
does not destroy the agency of man.
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It is true, that it redeems him without
the exercise of his agency, but does
not deprive him of it. But the Re-
velation says, that Satan desired to
bring about the redemption of all man-
kind by the destruction of his [man’s]
agency; it reads thus:—* Satan re-
belled against me, and sought to des-
troy the agency of man which I, the
Lord God, had given him, and also,
that I should give unto him mine own
power.” However wise Satan may
have been in some respects, this plan
certainlywasavery foolishone. Satan’s
sin does not appear to have consisted
wholly in the foolishness of the plan
which he proposed before the grand
council of Heaven, but in his stubborn-
ness or unwillingness to yield to the
superior light of the couneil ; ha.vmg
devised the plan, he was determine

to carry it into effect: therefore he
sought to overthrow the kingdom, and
to usurp the power thereof in his own

hands ; hence, he demanded of the
Lord, saying, “ G'ive me thine honour,” -
or as the Lord expresses Himself in
the above quotation, * Satan rebelled
against me, and sought that I should
give unto him mine own power.”

42. However foolish Satan's plan
may appear to us, it must have a
peared plausible to many of his breth-
ren : they looked upon a theory which
they'supposed would redeem them all,
to be superior to all others. They
either had not sufficient intelligence
to judge of the consequences of a
scheme destroying the agency of
man, or else they preferred to run
the risk of the results, rather than
come under a plan founded upon the
principles of justice and mercy, which
would punish and reward them ac-
cording to their works. It may be
that they were capable of discerning
and judging righteously every scheme
that was proposed, but were careless
and indifferent upon these subjects,
deciding with Satan before they had
made sufficient investigation; and
having taken sides, they were de-

termined to maintain their position.
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- 43. It is not likely that the final
decision of the contending armies took
place immediately. Many, no doubt,
were unsettled in their views, unstable
in their minds, and undecided as to
which force to join: there may have
been, for anght we know, many de-
serters from both armies: and there
may have been a long period before
the division line was so strictly drawn
as to become unalterable. Laws,
without doubt, were enacted, and pe-
nalties affixed, according to the nature
of the offences or crimes : those who
altogether turned from the Lord, and
were determined to maintain the cause
of Satan, and who proceeded to the
utmost extremities of wickedness,
placed themselves without the reach
of redemption : therefore, such were
prohibited from entering into a second
robationary state, and had mo privi-
ege of receiving bodies of flesh and
bones. A second estate, to them
would have been of no advantage, be-
cause they had sinned to that extent
that the gpirit of the Lord had en-
tively left them, .and light and truth
no longer dwelt in them, therefore
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and also a third part of the hosts of
Heaven turned he away from me, be-
cause of their agency ; and they were
thrust down, and thus came the Devil
and hisangels. And, behold, there is
a place prepared for them from the
begimning, which place is hell."—
(Doc. and Cov., sec. 10, par. 10.)

44.- Among the two-thirds who re-
mamed, it is highly probable that.
there were many who were not valiant.
in the war, but whose sins were of such

a nature that they could be forgiven

through faith in the future sufferings
of the Only Begotten of the Father,
and through their sincere repentance
and reformation. 'We see mo impro-
priety in Jesus offering himself as an
acceptable offering and sacrifice before
the Father to atone for the sins of
His brethren, committed, not only in-
the second, but also in the first estate.
Certain it was, that the work which
Jesus was to accomplish, was known in
the Grand Council where the rebellion
broke out; it was known that man
would sin in his second estate : for it
was upon the subject of his redemption
that the assembly became divided, and

they could not feel a disposition to re-
pent: and if they had been permitted
to enter another state of trial, they
would have ‘continued their unholy
warfare. And, also, if they had been
permitted to receive fleshly bodies,
they would have propagated their
species, and instilled into the minds
of their children the same devilish

which resulted in war. John, the re-
velator, speaking of a certain powenr,,
says, “ And all that dwell upon the
earth shall worship him, whose names-
are not written in the book of life of
the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world."—(Rev. xiii,, 8.) Now,,
we may ask, Why was the Lamb con-
sidered as * slain from the foundation,

inciples which reigned in their own

soms. Therefore, the Lord thrust
them out of Heaven, and “ reserved
them in chains of everlasting darkness
until the judgment of the great day,”
which will come at the end of the
earth. The number cast out were
about one-third part, as revealed, not
only to John on the Isle of Patmos,
but to JosEpu the SEER, as follows :—
“And it came to pass, that Adam
being tempted of the Devil; for, be-
hold, the Devil was before Adam, for
he rebelled against me, saying, Give
me thine honour which is my potwer ;

of the world?” If there were no
persons who had sinued in their first,
estate, that could be benefitted by the
sufferings of their elder brother, then
we can see no reason for considering
Him at that early period, as alrveady
slain : the very fact, that the atone-
ment which was to be made in a future
world, was considered as already hav-
ing been made, seems to show that
there were those who had sinned, and
who stood n need of the atonement,.
The nature of the sufferings of Christ:
was such that it could redeem the:
spirits of men as well as their bodies,,
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The word of the Lord, throughJosers,
the Prophet, to Martin Harris, reads
thus :—*I command you to repent—
repent, lest I smite you by the rod of
my mouth, and by my wrath, and by
my anger, and your sufferings be sore
“—how sore you know not! how ex-
quisite you know not ! yea, how hard
to bear you know not! For behold,
I, God, have suffered these things
for all, that they might not suffer if
they would repent ; but if they would
not repent, they must suffer even as I,
which suffering caused myself, even
God, the greatest of all, to tremble be-
cause of pain, and to bleed at every
pore, and to suffer both body and spi-
rit ; and would that I might not drink
the bitter cup and shrink—neverthe-
less, glory be to the Father, and I
partook and finished my preparations
unto the children of men."—(Doc. and
Cov., sec. 44, par.2.) Jesus suffered,
not only in body, but also in spirit.
By the sufferings of His body He
atoned for the sins of men committed
in and by the body : by the sufferings
of His Spirit, He atoned for the sins
eommitted by the spirit; hence, the
atonement redeems both body and
spirit. It is reasonable, therefore, to
suppose that if spirits in the first es-
tate sinned, they might be forgiven
through their faith and repentance, by
virtue of the future sufferings of
Christ.

45. That the spirits of men did re-
ceive promises and gifts before the
world began, is clearly manifest in
many parts of Scripture. The Apos-
tle Paul writes as follows :—* In hope
of eternal life, which God, that can-
not lie, promised before the world be-

gan."—(Titus, i., 2.) God * pro-
mised " “ eternal life.” When was
this promise made? It was made
“ before the world began.” To whom

was 1t made? It was made to the
spirits of men, who existed before the
world began, We were comforted
with the promises of God when we
dwelt in His presence. We could
then look upon the face of the First
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Born and consider Him as already
slain, or as Peter says, that He
“verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world."—(1 Peter,
1, %0.) When we were in our spiritual
state, all the grace or mercy we re-
ceived, was because of Christ. Paul,
m speaking of God, says, * Who hath
saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began.”"—
(R Tim., i, 9.) According to this
passage, and the preceding ones, Paul,
Timothy, Titus, and others, existed
before the world began, and in that
anterior existence, God made promises
unto them of eternal life, and also
gave them grace in “ Christ Jesus.”
The Apostle Paul also says : * Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ: according as He
hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world."—(Eph. i.,
3, 4.)  Now if the Apostles and others
were called “with an holy calling,”
and ““chosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world,” and actually
received grace in Christ, and had the
promise of “ Eternal Life " made to
them * before the world began,” then
why should it be thought inecredible,
that in and through Christ they also
received forgiveness of the sins which
they may have committed in that
pre-existent state ?

46. If all the two-thirds who kept
their first estate were equally valiant
in the war, and equally faithful, why
should some of them be called and
chosen in their spiritual state to hold
responsible stations and offices in this
world, while others were not? If
there were none of those spirits who
sinned, why were the Apostles, when
they existed in their previous state,
chosen to be blessed * with all spiri-
tual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ?” All these passages seem to
convey an idea, that there were call-
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ings, choosings, ordinances, promises,
predestinations, elections, and appoint-
ments, made before the world began.
The same 1dea 1s also conveyed in the
quotation which we have already made
from the Book of Abraham. * Now
the Lord had shewn unto me, Abra-
ham, the intelligences that were or-
ganized before the world was: and
among all these there were many of
the noble and great ones; and God
saw these souls that they were good,
and he stood in the midst of them,
and he said, these I will make my
rulers ; for he stood among those that
were spirits, and he saw that they were
good ; and he said unto me, Abraham,
thou art one of them, thou wast cho-
sen before thou wast born.” Now
15 there not reason to believe, that the
nobility or greatness which many of
these spirits possessed, was obtained
by faithfulness to the cause of God ?
Was it not because of their righte-
ousness that they were appointed to
be the Lord’s rulers? How did Abra-
ham become one of the noble and great
spirits? How came the Lord to
choose Abraham before he was born ?
If we had an answer to these questions
we should very probably find that
Abraham stood up valiantly for the
Son of God at the time the rebellion
broke out: and that because of his
integrity and righteousness, the Lord

chose him before he was born to hold |

authority and power in his second es-
tate, to become the father of the
faithful, and to be a blessing to all
nations.

47. All the spirits when they come
here are innocent, that is, if they have
ever commnitted sins, they have repented
and obtained forgiveness through faith
in the future sacrifice of the Lamb.
So far as innocency is concerned, they
enter this world alike ; but so far as
circumstances are concerned, they are
not alike. One class of spirits are
permitted to come into the world in
an age when the Priesthood and King-
dom of God are on the earth, and
they hear and receive the Gospel;
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others enter the world in an age of
darkness, and are educated in foolish
and erroneous doctrines. Some are
born among the people of God and are
brought up in the right way; others
are born among the heathen, and
taught to worship idols. Some spirits
take bodies in the lineage of the chosen
seed, through whom the Priesthood is
transferred, othersreceive bodiesamong
the African negroes, or in the lineage of
Canaan,whose descendants were cursed,
pertaining to the priesthood. Now if
all the spirits were equally faithful in
their first estate in keeping the laws
thereof, why are they placed in such
dissimilar circumstances in their se-
cond estate? Why are some placed in
circumstances where they are taught
of God, become rulers, kings, and
priests, and finally are exalted to all
the fulness of Celestial glory ; while
others are taught in all kinds of wicked-
ness, and never hear the Gospel, till
they hear it in prison after death, and
in the resurrection receive not a Ce-
lestial glory, but a Terrestrial ? If re-
wards and punishments are the results
of good and evil actions, then it would
seem that the good and evil circym-
stances under which the spirits enter
this world, must depend upon the good
and evil actions which they had done
in the previous world. Our condition
when we enter the next world will de-
pend upon our conduct here. By ana-
logy, then, does not our condition when
we enter this world depend upon our
conduct before we were born? Does
not the question which the Apostles
put to the Saviour, respecting the man
who was born blind, show that they
considered it possible for a man to sin
before he was born ? They considered
it reasonable that a person should be
born blind as a penalty for the sins
which he had committed before he was
born. Though the spirits are all inno-
cent when they come here, may it not
be possible that they are forgiven and
mage innocent on condition that they
shall enter this world under circum-
stances either favourable or unfavour-
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able, according to the nature of their
sins ? Do not the inhabitants of our
world, who are raised from the dead,
differ in glory as one star differs from
another ? Is it not necessary that they
should be forgiven of all their sins and
made innocent, before they can receive
the Holy Ghost or any degree of glory?
And do not the differences of their con-
dition in the resurrection depend upon
the nature of their actions in this life?
If then they must be forgiven, and be-
come Innocent, before they can even
enter a kingdom of glory ; and if, when
they do enter there, it is under a great
variety of ecircumstances, depending
on their actions here, then we may,
from analogy, reason that the spirits
must be forgiven and become innocent
before they can even come here, and
that when they do come, it will be un-
der a great variety of conditions de-
pending on their actions in a previous
state.

48, Though there may be many
callings and appointments in a pre-
vious state, relating to a future state,
yet we do not imagine that the Lord
has made any decrees consigning any
individual who is favoured with coming
into this state, unto eternal damnation
or salvation without conditions. Such
a view would be entirely in opposition
to the general tenor of the scriptures.
Salvation is free for all who will com-
ply with the conditions thereof: but
there are certain callings, ordinances,
appointments, and authority, pertain-
g to this life, which were conferred

upon spirits before they came here,

and which, doubtless, were promised
to them because of their good works
n the spirit world.

49. The division line being perma-
nently drawn between Michael's and
the Devil's forces, the latter were over-
powered and cast down, and the whole
heavens wept over their fall. A descrip-
tion of this is given in a vision shown
to Joseph the Seer,and Sidney Rigdon:
we give the following extract : ** And
this we saw also and bear record, that

an angel of God who was in authority
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in the presence of God, who rebelled
against the only begotten Son whom
the Father loved and who was in the
bosom of the Father, was thrust down
from the presence of God and the Son,
and was called Perdition, for the hea-
vens wept over him—he was Lucifer,
a son of the morning. And we beheld,
and lo, he is fallen ! is fallen! even a
son of the morning.” (Doe. and Cov.,
sec. 92, par. 3.) Peace being restored
in Heaven, and all who remained hav-
ing kept their first estate and over-
come Satan,the next great work to be
accomplished was to place these spirits
upon the new earth in tabernacles of
flesh and bones, where they all could
pass through another series of trials,
and meet their common enemy upon
new grounds ; and if they should sue-
ceed In this second warfare and over-
come and vanquish the hosts of hell,
they were to be counted worthy to in-
herit all things, and to become equal
with their Fatherin glory, and in power,
and in might, and in dominion.

50. The first tabernacle of flesh and
bones was formed out of the dust of
the ground. The Lord gives the fol-
lowing description of its formation :
“ And I, the Lord God, formed man
from the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life ; and Man became a living soul,
the first flesh upon the earth, the first
Man also: nevertheless, all things were
before created ; but, spiritually, were
they created and made according to
my word. —(Joseph Smith's inspired
translation.) This is more fully de-
scribed in the book of Abraham. “And
the Gods formed Man from the dust
of the ground, and took his spinit,
(that is, the man’s spirit,) and put it
into him, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and Man became a
living soul. And the Gods planted a
garden eastward in Eden and there
they put the Man, whose spirit they
had put into the body which they had
formed.” The first spirit who dwelt
in a tabernacle here on the earth, was
Michael the archangel, who headed
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the armies of heaven against the re-
bellious hosts : for this information,
we are dependant on a revelation given
to Joseph the Seer, as follows: * Three
years previous to the death of Adam,
he called Seth, Enos, Cainan, Maha-
laleel, Jared, Enoch, and Methuselah,
who were all high priests, with the
residue of his posterity who were
righteous, into the valley of Adam-
ondi-ahman, and there bestowed upon
them his last blessing. And the Lord
appeared unto them, and they rose up
and blessed Adam, and called him
Michael, the Prince, the Archangel.
And the Lord administered comfort un-

MARRIAGE.

to Adam, and said unto him, I have set
' thee to be at the head—a multitude
of nations shall come of thee, and thou
art a Prince over them for ever.” (Doc.
and Cov., sec. 3, par.28.) It is rea-
sonable, that the chief Prince or Arch-
angel, after having put to flight his
enemies, and banished them from
 Heaven to the earth, should be the
first to enter this earth, being shielded
and protected by a body, to engage in
a second warfare with his old enemy
under new circumstances, that in due
time he and his brethren who were to

come after him, might expel Satan and

his hosts from the earth also.

(To be continued.)

CELESTIAL

MARRIAGE.

(Continued jfrom page 48.)

Having proved the eternity of the
marriage Covenant, and illustrated the
design of this divine ordinance, it may
not be improper to carefully examine
some of the results which necessarily
flow from this sacred institution. All
who admit the eternal union of hus-
band and wife, are obliged to admit as
a necessary consequence a plurality of
wives ; for there are circumstances
wherein this could not be easily avoid-
ed: for instance, Mr. A marries Miss
B for time and for all eternity; in
process of time his wife B dies, leaving
sevéral children. The widower, Mr.
A again marries Miss C. Question—
How will his wife C obtain & husband
for all eternity? It is evident that
ghe must remain single, without a hus-
band, in a future state, or else be mar-
ried to Mr. A for eternity as well as
time. If she choose the latter, then
Mr. A would have two wives in the
morning of the resurrection. - Again,

Mr. A may be unfortunate by having

his wife C taken from him by death ;
if he marry the third time, he would
then have three in eternity; and so
on. Also again, Mr. A may die be-
fore his wife B; his widew marries a

young man C for this life only, as she
is already bound to her deceased hus-
band for eternity. Question—When
Myr. A claims his wife in the resurrec-
tion, what will Mr. C do for a wife?
Answer—He must either do without
one, or else be married to a second
one in this life ; in the latter case, he
would have two living in this life at
the same time. Therefore, if marriage
for eternity be a divine institution, as
we have abundantly proved it to be,
then the plurality of wives is a divine
mstitution also; for the latter neces-
sarily grows out of the circumstances
arising in relation to the former.
Another instance may be mention-
ed ; it is often the case that there are
many females who never had the offer
of marriage from young men in whom
they could place confidence to entrust
themselves for all eternity. Ques-
tion — Must these females remain
without hushandsin the eternal worlds?
Would it not be far better for each of
them to be connected in marriage with
a faithful man, like Abrabam, though
he may already be a married man,
than to remain in a single state to all
éternity ? Would it not be far greater
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