
1o6 THE w AY TO PERFECTION 

w HEN THE CURSE WILL BE REMOVED 

On another occasion in a discourse President Brig­
ham Young said: 

Cain conversed with his God every day, and knew all 
about the plan of creating this earth, for his father told him. 
But, for the want of humility, and through jealousy, and an 
anxiety to possess the kingdom, and to have the whole of it 
under his own control, and not allow any body dse the right 
to say one word, what did he do? He killed his brother. 
The Lord put a mark on him • • • When all the other children 
of Adam have had the privilege of receiving the Priesthood, 
and of coming into the kingdom of God, and of being re­
deemed from the four quarters of the earth, and have re­
ceived their resurrection from the dead, then it will be time 
enough to remove the curse from Cain and his posterity. He 
deprived his brother of the privilege of pursuing his journey 
through life, and of extending his kingdom by multiplying upon 
the earth; and because he did this, he is the last to share the 
joys of the kingdom of God.-J. D. 2:r42-r43. 

President Woodruff, in his journal, records the words 
of President Young as follows: 

The Lord said, I will not kill Cain, but I will put a mark 
upon him, and that mark will be seen upon the face of every 
negro upon the face of the earth; and it is the decree of God 
that that mark shall remain upon the seed of Cain until the 
seed of Abel shall be redeemed, and Cain shall not receive 
the Priesthood, until the time of that redemption. Any man 
having one drop of the seed of Cain in him cannot receive 
the Priesthood; but the day will come when all that race 
will be redeemed and possess all the blessings which we now 
have.-History of Wilford Woodruff, p. 351. 

These remarks indicate the enormity of the offense 
of Cain. He sinned against the light, having been taught 
by the Almighty, and knowing perfectly the plan of 
salvation. Moreover, he was cursed and his posterity 

THE SEED OF CAIN AFTER THE FLOOD IO'] 

after him because he cut off Abel in his youth without 
posterity. 

A SKIN OF BLACKNESS 

President Young also gave this explanatior.: 
Why are so many of the inhabitants of the earth curse_d 

with a skin of blackness? It comes in consequence of their 
fathers rejecting the power of the holy !'riesthood, and the 
laws of God. They will go down t~ their ~eath. _And. when 
all the rest of the children have received their blessmgs m the 
holy Priesthood, then that curse will be removed fro~ the seed 
of Cain, and they will then come up and possess the Pnesthood.-
J. D. u:272. 

It was well understood by the early elders of the 
Church that the mark· which was placed on Cain and 
which his posterity inherited was the black skin. The 
Book of Moses informs us that Cain and his descendants 
were black. Enoch taught the Gospel among all the 
people everywhere, except the people of Canaan. The 
people of Canaan lived before the flood, and were des­
cendants of Cain. Is it not probable that Ham named 
his son Canaan after Cain or one of the descendants of 
Cain, who gave his name to the land in which the pos­
terity of Cain lived before the flood? 

THE PEOPLES OF CAINAN AND CANAAN 

The Cainanites, who lived in the land of Cainan, 
from whence Enoch came, were a righteous people and 
evidently were descendants of Seth. Then there must 
have been another people called Canaanites who were 
a_black_r~~e and the descendants of Cain. Speaking of 
these peoples, Enoch said: 



_.-,a_o_n_n_,_n a a-a a_, c_, c-0-1 •n• c•n ■ro_,. 

The 
Way to Perfection 

Short Discourses 

on Gospel Themes 

DEDICATED TO ALL WHO AF.E INTERESTED IN 1H'E 

REDEMPTION OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD 

BY 

Elder Joseph Fielding Smith 

ONE OF THE TwELVE APOSTLES 

of the 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OP LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

and 
PRESIDENT OF THE GENEALOGICAL SocIETY 

OF UTAH 

FIFTH EDITION 

Published by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah 

1945 




