Of DIALOGUES,  §

two Prophecies, or antecedent Events; and they
may be both confiftently explained by the Key of
Knowledge, which thefe 'fignal TranfaQions put
into our Hands.

Philoponus. 1 find then I am plunged deep inte
Myfleries at once: 1 am to be entertained with
Efoteric and Exoteric as in the Schools of Pythagoras
and Plato ; with the double Senfe of Prophecies,
and with the popular and philofophical Religion.

Myft. Be patient for a few Minutes. It is a
Play of Wit, and eafily fwallowed by the Ene~
~ mies of Revelatlon that where Myflery begins; .
Religion emds. It may, on the contrary, be
affirmed, that where Myfteries, thatis, the Riches
of Grace hid under the veil of Types, and of dark -
Sayings, are treated with Contempt by any Perfon,
there never was any true Senfe of Religion in that -
‘Breaft, nor ever will be: All Prophecies are
My/lmes, or Bleflings' concealed under Words or
Charadlers for a Time, which when truly under-
flood, difcover the Grace and Love of God, asin
the ternfymg Defcription of Foel, ch. ii. v. 3o, 31.
when unfolded by S¢. Peter, in an evangelical
Senfe, for the Delfcerit of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecofle. = * ,

Philop.  Even Toland would not have objeGled
to Myfteries in fuch a Senfe; noreven, if fuch a
dark Veil was put over them, that no profane, or
fenfual Perfon fhould be able to penetrate it, who

would abule the divine Goodnefs from knowmg i L

more.

Myfl.  All Myfteries of the Kingdom of Chrijf
will condude in Bleﬁ'mgs. But I wave this
now——The Birth of this Son, and his imme-
diate Affumption to the Throne of God, from his
Mother’s Womb, mult be again 111uﬁrated by the
Prophet Danjel. He was favoured with the Know-
hdge of one whom he ¢alls like the Son of Man ;
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and whom he faw conveyed in the Clouds of Hea-
ven to the Anciens of Days. Fohn reveals the Wo-
man, from whom he was taken, where we find the
Seed of the Woman in the firft Promife after the
Fall. Heknew too, thatthis * Son was immediately
on his Exaltation to the Throne of God called
Michael, that is, who is as God, and was placed
over the Head of the Angels and miniftering Spi-
1its before the Throne of the Ancient of Days, asis
thewn by Daniel—Do not your Forefathers con-
fefs the Fallof Lucifer, and the Referyation of one
¢hofen Seed, or Sow ; aud that the Ancient of Days is
the moft high God, called the Elder of the Elders, .
who fits on the Throne of Glory as defcribed by
that Prophet ? - -
Men. All thefe Points are confefled. We allow
oo, that Michael is the true T High Prieft who mie
nifters at the Altar_above : that he is the High
Prieft in Heaven who abounds in Mercy : and as
there is an High Prieft below, fo there1s Michael
the great Prince abave, an{wering to all that he be-
low executes in his Office. Even the Tualmud
grant as much, as may be feen by this Paflage in
Chagiga: In that {Habitation, whete Ferufalem and
the Houfe of the SanCuary, and the Altar are
built, Michael the great Prince ftands, and offers
the Oblation continually.—It is alfo exprefled -
. ' o © .7 thus

* Grotius calls him the Strong Man : The Reduplication
appears emphatic; but the Male feems to refer to the Lamé
of the Law, a Male of the firft Year, and points him out td
us, as the -Tjpe and Anritype going together.—Some are
ftupid enough to afcribe this Son, and his exalted State to
the Throne, to Conffantine the -Great : Such'is the Spirit of
Prophecy; of interpreting Scripture by Scripture, adopted
by mere natural Men, depending only on- Mythology and-
critical Sagacity. - SR oo
. 4+ R. Menechem Rek. in Legem. fol. r3r. -

t Schéetg Hor. Heb. Vol. ii, 223, 1151, & Antig. Jud*
ab Ugolino, Volix. 764~7. - - - - - = . °
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s in our Book Sokar on the Words of Danicl.
le cometh with the Clouds of Heaven as the Son
pf man: The King Meffiah is here underftood.
And in another noted Placein the Talmud, Sanhe-
drim, fol. 98. fpeaking of the Prophecy of Zé.
chariah, Ch. ix. 9. and of Daniel Ch. vit. 13. 1t is -
~ faid:  If the Hraelites behave well or righteoufly,
Mefliah will come in the Clouds of Heaven ; but
if they make themfelves unworthy, he will come
in a humbler Form, and fitting on an Afs.

Myfi. Why is the Meffiah called the Son of
Man, as the Word Enofh fignifies a miferable
Man, and is derived from the Root Anafh, to

ieve and to be fick. This Word never oecurs,
(as Guffét has obferved in his Comments on thé
Hebrew Tongue) in Sacred Hiftory ’till after the
Fall, in Gen. vi. 7. And is this Son of Man
miferable by the Fall and Expulfion from Para-
dxfc, that Son whom the Lord vifits, and made
the Lord of all his Works ? Is it to be undet-
fiood of any Man, but of that taken from the
Woman, of whom God was the Father, who teak
him from the Womb to his own Throne, and
Power and Glory? And who was to bring him
forth in the Fulnefs of Times in the Form of
Man, under Sin and Death, to deftroy both thefe
great Evils by his own death and Sufferings ?~—~
Is that great Dominion only to be underftood of
Power over Beatls, Blrds, and Fifhes, which

s fo pompoufly defcribed in the Eighth Pfalm ?
All of which Adam had never wanted, but from
the Lofs of Paradife, norany of his Pofterity.

"Phalop: Man is now too wretched a Being to
lay Claim to Honour and Glory, I fee clearly,
therefore the Pfalmift cannot intend Man at this
Day, ‘whatever elfe may be intended. I am meu.
fer in the Pomt yet I would enquire why this
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