320 TEACHINGS OF THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godli-
ness.

I am not like other men. My mind is continually occupied
with the business of the day, and I have to depend entirely
upon the living God for every thing I say on such occasions as
these.

The great thing for us to know is to comprehend what God
did institute before the foundation of the world. Who knows
it? It is the constitutional disposition of mankind to set up
stakes and set bounds to the works and ways of the Almighty.

* x *

But I will give you a more painful thought. Suppose
you have an idea of a resurrection, etc.,, and yet know
nothing at all of the Gospel, nor comprehend one principle
of the order of heaven, but find yourselves disappointed—yes,
at last find yourselves disappointed in every hope or anticipa-
tion, when the decision goes forth from the lips of the Almighty.
Would not this be a greater disappointment—a more painful
thought than annihilation?

Had 1 inspiration, revelation, and lungs to communicate
what my soul has contemplated in times past, there is not a
soul in this congregation but would go to their homes and shut
their mouths in everlasting silence on religion till they had
learned something.

Why be so certain that you comprehend the things of
God, when all things with you are so uncertain. You are
welcome to all the knowledge and intelligence I can impart to
you. I do not grudge the world all the religion they have got:
they are welcome to all the knowledge they possess.

The sound saluted my ears—"Ye are come unto Mount
Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru-
salem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general
assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just
men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new cove-
nant” (Hebrews xii:22, 23, 24). What would it profit us to
come unto the spirits of the just men, but to learn and come un
to the standard of their knowledge?

Where has Judge Higbee gone?
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Covenants of the Fathers Revealed

Who is there that would not give all his goods to feed the
poor, and pour out his gold and silver to the four winds, to
go where Judge Higbee has gone?

That which hath been hid from before the foundation
of the world is revealed to babes and sucklings in the last days.

The world is reserved unto burning in the last days. He
shall send Elijah the prophet, and he shall reveal the covenants
of the fathers in relation to the children, and the covenants of
the children in relation to the fathers.

Four destroying angels holding power over the four quar-
ters of the earth until the servants of God are sealed in their
foreheads, which signifies sealing the blessing upon their heads.
meaning the everlasting covenant, thereby making their calling
and election sure. When a seal is put upon the father and
mother, it secures their posterity, so that they cannot be lost,
but will be saved by virtue of the covenant of their father and
mother.

To the mourners I would say—Do as the husband and the
father would instruct you, and you shall be reunited.

The speaker continued to teach the doctrine of election
and the sealing powers and principles, and spoke of the doc-
trine of election with the seed of Abraham, and the sealing
of blessings upon his posterity, and the sealing of the fathers
and children, according to the declarations of the prophets.
He then spoke of Judge Higbee in the world of spirits, and the
blessings which he would obtain, and of the kind spirit and
disposition of Judge Higbee while living; none of which was
reported. (Aug. 13, 1843.) D. H. C. 5:529-531.

The Priesthood

President Smith read the 7th Chap. Hebrews and said:
Salem is designed for a Hebrew term. It should be Shiloam,
which signifies righteousness and peace: as it is, it is nothing—
neither Hebrew, Greek, Latin, French, nor any other language.

I say to all those who are disposed to set up stakes for the
Almighty, You will come short of the glory of God.

To become a joint heir of the heirship of the Son, one

must put away all his false traditions.
kg * ®
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