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Penrose, do the heft of the teaching

and preaching and exhortation, cor-

rection and . admonition to the

Saints and the officers of the

Church.
I hope the Lord will give me suf-

ficient strength, mental and physi-

cal, and sufficient influence of his

Holy Spirit that I shall be able at

least to set an example of rightful-

ness and of righteousness before my
associates in life, and thus by ex-

ample, preach the truth as long as

I- draw breath. I do not want to

quit the service of God, nor the ser-

vice of his people, nor do I want to

quit observance of the ordinances

and precepts of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, nor do I want to become in-

different or thoughtless and care-

less with respect to these sacred du-

ties and the principles of the gospel.

The work for our dead, which
the Prophet Joseph laid upon us

with more than ordinary injunction,

instructing us that we should look

after those of our' kinsfolk, and our

ancestors who have died without the

knowledge of the gospel, should not

be neglected. We should avail our-

selves of those sacred and potent

ordinances of the gospel which
have been revealed as essential to

the happiness, salvation and re-

demption of those who have lived

in this world when they could not

learn the gospel and have died with-

out the knowledge of it, and are

now waiting for us, their children,

who are living in an age when these

ordinances can be performed, to do
the work necessary for their release

from the prison-house. Through
our efforts in their behalf their

chains of bondage will fall from
them, and the darkness surrounding

them will clear away, that light may
shine upon them and they shall hear

in the spirit world of the work that

has been done for them by their

children here, and will rejoice with

you in your performance of these

duties.

Again, and without desire to mul-
tiply words, I bear my testimony to

you, my brethren and sisters, that

God lives, that his Son lives, and I

say to you in connection with this

thought and this testimony that I

accept without recourse, without

any hesitancy or doubt upon my
mind, the statement that was made
by the Prophet Joseph Smith with
reference to God and to his only

begotten Son, that "The Father has

a body of flesh and bones as tangi-

ble as man's ; The Son also : but the

Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh

and bones, but is a personage of

Spirit," and man is made in their

image. We also accept without any
question the doctrines we have
been taught by the Prophet Joseph
Smith and by the Son of God him-
self, that we pray to God, the Eter-

nal Father, in the name of his only

begotten Son, to whom also our

father Adam and his posterity have
prayed from the beginning. If Lat-

ter-day Saints will take these simple

statements of fact, given to us in the

doctrine of Christ and restored and
renewed to us in the testimony of

the Prophet Joseph Smith, it would
settle many a question that is being

foolishly asked today. There are

many things yet to be revealed.

There are things to be revealed

which God will make known in his

own due time which we do not now
understand. For my own part,

there is as much already revealed

as it seems possible for me to un-

derstand. If I could only grasp all

that God has revealed, and compre-
hend it as I should and apply it in

righteousness in my life, I think I

should then be prepared for some-
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thing more, if I was still worthy
of it. Why, bless your souls, there

are people among us that are wor-
rying and fretting over things that

have never been revealed to the

children of men, and these very

people do not even keep the word
of wisdom, do not even pay their

tithing, and as a rule, the man that

does not pay his tithing and that

does not keep the word of wisdom
is the man that is everlastingly

quizzing and asking questions about
things he does not understand. If

men would pay their tithing, if they

would keep the word of wisdom, if

they would say their prayers, if

they would devote their lives to

works of righteousness in the earth

and study the gospel for themselves

and obey it, they would have less

necessity for asking questions, and
don't forgeti the fact that they

would know things better than they

do.

The Lord bless you. From the

depths of my soul, I bless you ; I

hold the right, the keys and the

authority of the patriarchal Priest-

hood in the Church. I have a right

to pronounce patriarchal blessings,

because I hold the keys and author-

ity to do it. It is given to me and
my associates to ordain patriarchs

and set them apart to give blessings

to the people to comfort them by
promises made in wisdom and the

inspiration of the Spirit of God, of
the favor and mercies of the Lord
that they may be stronger in good
works, that their hopes may be
realized and their faith increased.

And I bless you, my brethren and
sisters in the cause of Zion, with
all my soul and by the authority of
the priesthood that I hold. I hold
the priesthood of the apostleship, I

hold the high priesthood which is

after the order of the Son of God,

which is at the foundation of all

priesthood and is the greatest of all

priesthoods because the apostle

and the high priest and the seventy

derive their authority and their

privileges from the priesthood

which is after the order of the Son
of God. All authority comes out

of that high priesthood. I proph-

esy that the blessing of the Lord
will be upon his people throughout

the extent of our glorious land, and
upon the people of this nation, if

they will do right. The blessings

of the Lord will be more particu-

larly poured out upon the Latter-

day Saints if they will live their re-

ligion as they should. The idea of

a Latter-day Saint quarreling with

his neighbor, haling him before his

bishop for trial. Why, bless your

souls, what is the use of it? I never

had to do a thing of that kind. I

have, I think, suffered some things

that might have justified me com-
plaining to my bishop and asking

the bishop to see if he could make
my neighbor do his duty, but I

haven't had occasion sufficient to do

it and I have never done it. I have
never been under the necessity of

going before the high council with

my troubles. My religion teaches

me a better way than that. I would
rather yield to injustice than try to

exact every pound of flesh, so to

speak. And I do not think it is

necessary for Latter-day Saints to

get so far apart in their judgment,
in their likes and dislikes, in their

desire to claim something they think

is theirs, as to go to law for the

court to set him right. Give and
take. Be reconciled with each
other. Do not go to the courts of

the Church nor to the courts of the

land for litigation. Settle your own
troubles, and difficulties ; and as

Bishop Hunter used to say, which is


