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A fort enclosing forty acres was built, by facing log houses

inward, making a line a mile and a half in length. The situ-

ation of the colony was so remote from all other portions of

the civilized world, that no invader or foe could reach them,

except by passing over a weary distance of at least nine hun*

dred miles, and there, shut out from all the world, the leaders

of this sitrange community have enjoyed full and abundant li.

cense to revel in all the fruits of their supremacy, to establish

their hsr>Bms, to extort the wealth of their deluded victims, to

rule ovtr them with an iron rod, and to consolidate the sys-

tem of tyranny, lust, and imposture, which the crafty and ad-

venturous Joe Smith had first inaugurated. There, during the

progress of some years, Mormonism has had opportunity to

develop its real character, to display without restraint the ten-

dencies to which it inevitably leads, and to bring to full per-

fection the fruits with which the system is pregnant ; for there,

no modifying influence, imposed by near neighbors, or by

scrutinizing and persecuting enemies, has been exerted, to

soften down the most peculiar, or the most offensive, attributes

of the system. And such as Mormonism is, in its present

fully developed state, we are now, in concluding this volume,

about to consider.

The reader has found on apreceding page* a description of the

external organization and government of the Mormon churc-h

and community. We will complete the picture by defining

the peculiar doctrines and tenets of the sect, as they are now

preached and proclaimed, after the experience of some years

has enabled their most intelligent elders, seers, and apostles to

settle and define them.

In regard to the Divine Being, the Mormons say :
" We

believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in his son Jesus

* See page 355 et seq.
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Christ, and in the Holy Ghost." From this declaration the

reader would reasonably infer that the Mormons entertained

sentiments in regard to the Deity, similar in character to those

which are held by other Christian communities ; and senti-

ments both rational and intelligent in themselves. But never

was there a greater error ; for never was there a more absurd

and monstrous conception than theirs entertained on the sub-

ject.^ One of their teachers declares :
" We worship a God

who hath both body and parts, who has eyes, mouth and ears,

and who speaks when and to whom he pleases,—w^ho is just

as good at mechanical inventions as at any other business."

They teach that God possesses the person, the image, and the

form of a man ; that he has the same passions and impulses

as a man ; that he is in every respect only a superior grade

of human being.

Consequently, the Mormon conception of the Deity is pure

materialism ; and in fact their whole system is materialistic

throughout. They hold that not only is God material, but that

Christ, the Holy Ghost, and the angels are all material per-

sonages. In reference to spirits alone, they teach that their

bodies, though material, are not composed of flesh and bones,

but of some unknown substance less tangible to our gross sen-

ses in the present life, but still tangible to those who inhabit

the same sphere with themselves.

The Mormon conceptions of the nature of the three per-

sons of the Trinity, are monstrous, absurd and blasphemous

in the extreme. Holding as they do, that the Father, or first

person in the Trinity, is simply a perfected man, w^hose intelJl

gence and power may be termed infinite only in comparison

with those of other beings, the consequences which are deduci-

ble and even deduced from such premises are equally mon-

strous. He has created everything by the exercise of power

;

but he begat the Son, of the Virgin Mary, after the ordinary
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fashion of human generation. The Eternal Father descended

to the earth, wooed the fair virgin, won her to be his spouse,

"pro hac vice, and then consigned her over, to the care of the

compliant Joseph. From these secret but celestial interviews,

the Savior of mankind was born ; but we are not clearly in-

formed whether the spirit which animated Christ, as well as

his body, was the result of that intercourse, or whether it niay

have had a previous existence, which was afterward transferred

to the body of the child, as its tabernacle in the flesh. And

yet they strongly contend for the divinity of the second per-

son of the Trinity, whose origin they thus explain.

hi other words, the Mormon theology has revived again, in

all its grossness, the old mythological conceptions in reference

to the nature, passions and outrages of the now defunct Jupiter.

Wherein does this statement of the conception of Christ differ

from that of the old Grecian myth concerning Pollux and

Helen? Jupiter, enamored of the charms of Leda, descends

from Olympus, sails majestically through the clouds in the

form of a swan, visits the object of his passion, and the two

children are born. Or wherein does it differ from the oricjin

of Perseus? Jupiter, again afflicted with the loveliness of

Danae, descends in the shape of a golden shower, and the

future destroyer of the Gorgon in due time is born. There is

not the slightest difference between these gross and sensual con-

ceptions of the character and actions of the ancient monarch of

Olympus, as set forth by the voluptuous and imaginative

Greeks, and the Mormon conception of the God of the Bible

the infinite Father, as revealed in the purer and nobler revela-

tion of the scriptures.

Of Christ, they teach that he, too, is material, " possessing

both body and parts;" that he cannot occupy two places a*^

once ; that like the Father, he can traverse space, but is not

omnipresent, or in more than one place at once. They be


