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Discrimination Against Homosexuals

Adopted by the APA Council of Representatives on January 24-26, 1975

1. The American Psychological Association supports the action taken on December 15, 1973, by the American Psychiatric Association,
removing homosexuality from that Association's official list of mental disorders. The American Psychological Association therefore
adopts the following resolution:

Homosexuality per se implies no impairment in judgment, stability, reliability, or general social and vocational capabilities; Further,
the American Psychological Association urges all mental health professionals to take the lead in removing the stigma of mental
illness that has long been associated with homosexual orientations.

2. Regarding discrimination against homosexuals, the American Psychological Association adopts the following resolution concerning
their civil and legal rights:

The American Psychological Association deplores all public and private discrimination in such areas as employment, housing, public
accommodation, and licensing against those who engage in or have engaged in homosexual activities and declares that no burden
of proof of such judgment, capacity, or reliability shall be placed upon these individuals greater than that imposed on any other
persons. Further, the American Psychological Association supports and urges the enactment of civil rights legislation at the local, and
state and federal level that would offer citizens who engage in acts of homosexuality the same protections now guaranteed to others
on the basis of race, creed, color, etc. Further, the American Psychological Association supports and urges the repeal of all
discriminatory legislation singling out homosexual acts by consenting adults in private.

Please cite this policy statement as:

Conger, J.J. (1975). Proceedings of the American Psychological Association, Incorporated, for the year 1974: Minutes of the annual
meeting of the Council of Representatives. American Psychologist, 30, 620-651.
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