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pressing for change and those who abhorred the contention—withdrew from Genesis. The leaders

persisted faithfully despite the difficulty. After the split, Genesis slowly regained strength.34

Wallace continued his protest by storming down the Tabernacle aisle with two associates

at the April 1976 general conference, yelling, “Make way for the Lord! Don’t touch the Lord!”

Ushers swiftly escorted him and two companions from the Tabernacle. Outside he announced to

news representatives that he was trying to put President Kimball “on trial.”35 Since President

Kimball had reason to believe that Wallace intended to confront him again, the Church obtained a

temporary restraining order to prevent Wallace from disrupting subsequent conferences.36

Although Wallace obeyed the restraining order keeping him out of the Tabernacle, Temple Square

was a public area, and there he held a news conference criticizing the Church for its racial

restriction.37

When in 1975 President Kimball announced the construction of a temple in Sao Paulo,

Brazil, there was concern about how to determine who, in such a racially mixed country, would

be eligible to enter the completed temple. He later said that at the time he “was not thinking in

terms of making an adjustment.” He thought, rather, that the Church would simply have to

inquire even more carefully into the racial background of members seeking recommends.38

In about 1976 a lawsuit initiated in Costa Rica by a black lawyer seeking to disenfranchise

the Church in that country for violating laws prohibiting racial discrimination in its proselyting.

The man was offended by the missionaries’ use of a “genealogical survey” as a technique for

ascertaining whether contacts had Negroid ancestry. President Kimball sent attorney F. Burton

Howard, a future member of the First Quorum of the Seventy, to deal with the situation. When

Howard returned to report a successful conclusion to the lawsuit, Spencer confided “his concern

for giving the priesthood to all men and said that he had been praying about it for fifteen years

without an answer, . . . but I am going to keep praying about it.”39 At a solemn assembly in

Rochester, New York, in April 1976, he spoke briefly on the priesthood ban, cited the Pearl of
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