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« . Hethat hath an ear, let him hea ; whal the Spirit saith wnto the churohes.—Jesus Christ,

_ 'MM of her, my people, that ye be not pavtakers of her mns, and that ye receive not of her

plagues.—A Voice from Heaven.
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10 Wﬁun blenoss of God is often
m&wga;ﬂiptum and in Mala-
_ M}lhatiﬂully says, “ For |
am the Lowrp, I change not.” W are
“also assured in Doetrine and  Covenants,
“sec. 20, shat ** the works, and the designs,
o the purposes of God cannot be frus-
" trated, nﬂ:her can they eome to naught,
for God doth not walk in erevked paths,
neither doth he turn to the right hand nor
to the left, neither doth be vary from that
which he hath said, therefore his paths
are straight, and his course is one etevnal
round.”
Truth, ora b ing who aets on eternal, un-
changeable principles or laws.  Therefore
the iethod of ereating, peopling, redecm-
ing, and sanctifying this earth niust be
in the similitude of the plan which has
been pursued with other worlds in the
eternities which have past. It is evident
that truth, and its opposite, or the prin-
:‘i'mu}f good and evil, must be co-existent
each other, and that the presence of

one has ever been necessary to develope the |

nature and s of the other. I'rom this
it would a that all organizations and
intelligencies must experience the effects

of evil. in order to understand its opposite,
_be redeemed by a saerifice similar to the

one made for this mth,and receive Puﬁﬁ-

eation, sanctification, and final redemption  whose loins the earth is
through faith, good works, and obedience  now labouring for the

The Almighty is a God of

to similar laws and ordinances. Co-ex-
istent with the Gods of Kternity, there
must have n.lmifs been personal repre-
sointatives of éxil, or devils fuzthémto
subdue, in order that there might be an
opposite in ull things. Without optﬂ-
tivn there can be no progression ; without
hate, no love; without darkness, no light s
without sorrow, no joy; without a hell,
no beaven : without devils, no Gods.
All things must necessarily work out the
designs of the Admighty, and increase His
glory, exaltation, and power,

\Ju will not attempt here to dwell on
the infinitude of the past, or to fathom
the mysteries of a continuation of great
centres of influence succreding each other
in the rounds of eternal progress, but
content ourselves with what |
evident from revelation, reason, ms ©X-
perience. These are sufficient to guide
m;iu in the wa oéﬁtﬂndiiﬁ -

ot onlydothe and New Testament,
and nthv?xiehnhllﬂxm revelations
through the Hely Priesthood m“*
tact, but mankind of every graae, condie
tion, and religion, whether M.
Mahomedan, or Pagan, a.lhhwmlt
ing personages or ivfluences which are
sources of good and evil.  One of these is_
God the Father, Michael or Adam, from
and who is
of his
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children, The great captain of evilis Satan,
formerly Lucifer, but now a fallen “ Son
of the Morning,” who with his followers
are diligently labouring to destroy the
works of God by reducing them to a like
condition with themselves.

We will now notice some of the lead-
ing characteristics of these two person-
ages, and the fundamental principles
which govern their operations. The num-
ber of tﬁe human family who do not believe
in a God, or Supreme controlling intelli-
gence of some sort, is small. Of the two
great divisions of men, Christian and Pa-
gan, the latter have the most rational idea
of the form and appearance of the Deity,
and the one which most nearly conforms
to what is said of Him in the Bible. While
the various Christian sects of the day be-
lieve Him to be the most perfect nonenti-
ty, without hodtg, arts, or pnsuiuns, or
without any of the ¢
intelligent organizations, the Pagans be-
lieve that IHe Ea.s form, limbs, and featur
and hence they worship images, or natur
objects, instead of some imaginary nonen-
tity. The Bible most positively asserts that
(God made man in His own image and like-
ness; consequently must resemble
eacl;r:!ther ﬁm form, Hml;u, features, ﬂu;'

eon tion and appearance o
E:norghmzetf body. We ]ﬂunppe further
from the same book that the Lord loved
Jacob and hated Esau, that His anger
was kindled against Israel, that He talked
with Adam, Noah, and Moses, and ecat
meat with Abraham.

God is not only the fountain of life,
light, and knowledge, and the embodiment

of e ; w makes u t-
mw power, and majsstﬁut
He h::.ltlf: mlgat thi:;_ruugh 1;.ﬂ.hll_:nd complete
Pncti owledge of ev ng pertain-
ing to this en.rtg, f('lrummthe fgundnt.ion
through all its superstructure, in-
cluding every E;Endugrn organization
which exists upon it, and the laws which
overn them all in their numerous spheres
understands the relative positions, bear-
ings, and influences which exist between
the earth and the planetary worlds, and
systems which surreund them. He under-
stands the number, and nature, the be-
ginning, object, and end of all things; for
ﬂ: belonged
plans of crntjun were devised, and has

assisted to carry them out
m Haknawthau'imﬂfr

men before they came here, and the great

GOOD AND EVIL
object to be accomplished in their union

with mortal bodies. He cﬂmpm:‘
origin and effects of all the imperfi
trials, and afflictions, and the full extent
and power of all the evil, with whicl
has to combat in his low estate. He
learned all these things by thorough pr
tical experience, by handling, suffer

aracteristics of other |

and realizing them, even as His creatures
' now do, therefore He has had hands to la-
! bour, a body to suffer, a spirit to be chas-
tened,and a soul to appreciate. He has had
evil in every form to contend with, tempta~
tions to resist, desires, passions, and pro-
nsities to subdue and overcome. He
as had death to suffer and to conquer,

a resurrection to rejoice in, and has
'added u]mn with celestial power and
Elur}'. This is the God with whom we
have to do, and who stands at our head
' to do battle with the powers of darkness,
and assist us, llis chiﬁlﬂren, to overcome,
that we may receive a like glory with

Himself, and live in Iis presence.

light,

As God is the fountain of
increase, and intelligence, Satan is

'the opposite, and therefore the origin of

death, darkness, ignorance, and disorgan-
ization. God organizes or creates, and
Satan labours to destroy Iis works, God
is a being of tabernacle, while Satan and
his followers have forfeited their right to
any. While the Lord has seen fit to
reveal much concerning IHimself that ig
Eluriuus and exalting, He has made

nown to man but eomparatively little of
the real position, power, and designs of Sa-
tan, the extent of his authority, or the de-
finite results of his operations in the great
economy of creation. Without Satan,

the creations of God would be incomplete.

It i1s evident from the little which ha.u
'been revealed, and the course which
they pursue, that mankind in

general
have but a very limited conception of his
position or power. In the first place he
must have had great influence in heaven
in order to draw a third part of them into
rebellion. We may form some conce

tion of this immense army of spirits who
formed one-third part of the hosts of
heaven, and who do. Satan’s bidding,
when we take into consideration the my-

to the council ‘in which the |

riads which make up the other two-thir
who have already taken tabernacles on
the earth, and who are in all probability
destined to do so in future. =
Surely Satan is not wmtinf in an
abundance of agents to work evil, to mar
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eautifal creations of God, to sur-
1 men with temptations, and watch
by night and by day. When we
W » consideration that there are
» many devoted to his service that they
need but little attention, innumerable in-
leed must be the hosts that can be
yrought to bear upon the few who are
1ed to oppose his power and serve
of heaven.

These fallen spirits, having forfeited
%, right to have tabernacles of their

‘have power to enter into and operate
mﬁ‘nt}m‘ tabernacles, not only of
% of beasts, birds, and creeping

e are some passages of Scripture
which ive us some idea of Lhephi h
Wmdqmﬂumun held and a:arcisai%y
JLacifer. We read in Jude 9, “ Yet Mi-
ael the archangel, when contending with
) devil he disputed about the body of
durst mot bring against him a
ng accusation, but said, The Lord

M."
leaving this part of our subject,

we will add, that in reviewing it, it is
h&bﬂ the mission of Satan on the
earth is a necessary one, that he has been
qndﬂ y raised up to fill the place which
he now occupies, that the great plan for
TR the redemption and exaltation of man
| m not have existed according to the

3 of creation without him, and that
3 he is one of those dignitaries against whom
3 men should not brinin railing accusation,

Jest they partake of his spirit.
The whole life of man is a continual
wers of death. It

struggle against the

is this warfare, this effort of the spirit and |

body to cling together in opposition to the
principles of dissolution, which causes the
in and affliction which men are heirs to.

e organization of man is the battle

ound where the powers of life and

eath contend for the mastery. Death
will be overcome in proportion as man ob-
tains a koowledge of, and practises, the
principles of life. In these %{n of i&nu—
rance, no considerable knowledge of these
E’incipleu can be obtained, except by reve-
tion through the Priesthood.

As soon as the matured spirit is ushered
into its new sphere of action in its infant
tabernacle, the spirits of darkness are on
hand to commence their operations, in or-
der to prevent if possible its attaining the
object of its creation. They go to work
under the evil impulses wit,{:in them to
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'_inpm_dmdinto thadsfntgm uﬂcml and
injurious desires an its, through
l;}’a they are continually drawing men
into evil, by leading their minds into
false conceptions of right and wrong, by
Krumpting them to indulge in delusive

opes, until they are caught in a snare, or
by uumundiniil them with a chain of cir-
cumstances which will induce them if
possible to break the laws of life.

Satan tempted Eve to partake of the
forbidden fruit, b mriniaher that she
should not sarely die, and that she should
receive an increase of knowledge. This
proved in part to be true, for on eating
she discovered that she had done thas
which would give her a practical know-
ledge of the elements of death, which from
that time operated in her against those of
life. Adam, in order to fulfil the first
great commandment to “inerease and
multiply,” which he could not do if sepa-
rated from Eve, partook also of the fruit,
and went with her from the garden. This
enables men to exercise their free agency
in choosing which they will serve, for they
must obey the influences of one or the
other, an cannot remain neutral, If
that were possible he would become a
mere cypher, cease to progress, and never
attain object of his creation. He
must choose between good and evil, and
his free agency consists in the pririlege of
choosing either, or, in the lang of the
Prophet Brigham, “Life and death are
set iefure us, and we are at liberty to
choose which we will.”

Much has been said upon this subject
of free agency, and volumes have been
written by learned commentators and
pious divines; but it sim ly resolves itself
mto this, that and evil are placed
fﬂﬁ bl:mn, mh they ﬁra left free to

oose between them, | intelligent
organization in the unimi:?mt have its
uEpoaite, by which its adaptation to the
object of its creation may be mTis
and by whieh its p towards thas
object, or dep;rturﬂmm:n, may be
noted, on the same principle that
thing in motion s enly known to
so from a change in its relative posi-
tion with other objects. = Without this
principle of free agency, the powers and

cities of men would remain inactive,
and there would be nothing to stimulate
to progress and im ment. It was
the blessings arising these three prin-

ciples—good, evil, and free agency, which.
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‘eaused Adam and Eve to rejoice, as stated
in the revelation given to Moses, Pearl

of Great Price, 15— And in that
day Adam blessed God and was filled,

and began to prophesy concerning all the
families of the earth : Blessed be the name

of God for wmy transgression, for in
is life I shall have joy, and again in
my flesh I shall see God. And Eve,

his wife, heard all these things and was
glad, saying, Were it not jfor our trans-
gression we should never have had seed,
and should never have known good and
evil, and the joy of owr redemption, and
the eternal Lfe which God giveth unto
all the obedient.”

The sectarian world, in their ignorance
and pious enthusiasm, are continually
mourning and complaining about the
course pursued by our First Parents, and
condemning them for an act without
which men could not have existed, and
received the joys of salvation and re-
demption through the death and resur-

rection of Christ. On the contrary, they
should rejoice with Father Adam and
Mother Eve, that they partook of the

tree of knowledge of good and evil, and
thus opened the way for their children to
obtain exaltation and eternal lives. Man-
kind, in keeping the commandment
« Honour thy father and mother,” should
begin with their first progenitors, to
whom more abundant honowr is due for

taking the first great step through which

their children may realize the glories of a

celestial kingdom, and reeeive an inherit-
ance among the Gods of eternity.

In order to understand better the real
position in which man is placed in this
world, we will take into consideration his
position before he came here, and why it
was necessary for him to come here. Suf-
ficient has been revealed to show conclu-
sively that men were free agents in their
first estate, as well as in this, or that they
had the privilege then, the same as now,
of following either Lucifer or Michael.
There is no prineciple on which the rebel-
lion or obedience of the hosts of heaven
can be accounted for, except on that of
voluntary action. Without the privilege
of choosing or refusing, there ean be no
gin. The cumeg:nm of this rebellion
in heaven were, that those angn‘iad in it
were condemned to remain in their spi-
ritual estate without the power of increase,
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condition is foreibly deseribed i

sixth
verse of the Epistle of J R
the angels which kept mnot their
estate, but left their own habitation, he
hath reserved in everlasting chains under
darkness unto the judgment of the
day.” The fact that those
everlasting chains under darkness
not their,first estate, shows that
privilege of coming here was founded on
certain conditions, that they broke th
and that those who have the prhlbn‘-
taking tabernacles fulfilled them. The
fore the very fact of spirits en ‘the
second estate at all, is conelusive '
that they leave the first free from sin
or transgression.

It cannot be inferred from this that
spirits come here prepared to -
equal positions in this world.
Pearl of Great Price, page 25— Now
the Lord had shewn unto me, A '
the intelligencies that were organiz
before the world was; and among all
these there were many of the noble and

eat ones; and God saw these souls that
they were good, and he stood in the
midst of them, and he said, These I will
make my rulers; for he stood among those
that were spirits, and he saw that they
were o

The Lord, in a revelation to the Pro-
phet Joseph Smith and others, has plainly
stated the reason why it was necessary
for spirits to come here and take taberna~
cles.  This reason may be found in Doe-
trine and Covenants, page 246—* The

elements are eternal, «:!mtsB rit and ele-
ment, inseparably coﬂﬂecwfl receivéth a
fulness of joy ; and when rated man
cannot recewe a fulness of joy.” Man-
kind cannot be atntinnﬂ, they must
move forward, or retrograde, and ecither
implies continual change, as says the
Prophet Brigham—* You may explore all
the eternities that have been, were it pos-
sible, then come to that which we now
understand according to the principles of
natural philosophy, and where is there an
clement, an individual living thing, an
organized body, of whatever nature, that
continues as it18? IT CANNOT BE rouND.”

After the intelligences in the bosom of
the Father had fulfilled the law of their
spiritual existence, they could progress no
further without some change in their or-

nization and sphere of action, and their

reator, in obedience to the eternal law of

while the obedient were in
through their second estate. mwﬁ

increase by which Ile increases Ilis own
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH,

to that of His children,
prepared for them of
than spiritual element,

- oy

?J:-u a portion of it, fitted up to
» ‘& dwelling place for the spirit. 'Fhis

union of organizations, or of epiritnal
with mortal bodies, is placed under
in laws founded in truth and right-
o , which if it will faithfully keep,
‘-.'

will be for ever united under a
‘higher law, and in a more ex-
sphere, after going through the
ebanges of a dissolution of the mortal or-
ion, and being quickened again,

and filled with the element of eternal life.
Birth, death, and the resurrection are
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from a primitive state, the of
~an organization in the image of, and li
unto, the Gods, in which is the germ of
eternal lives. Ilow important then that
it be strengthened and perfected in right
principles, that the superstructure may
complete in all its parts. Just in pro=-
portion as man improves upon and per-
fects his body through the will of his
spirit, which must be controlled by the
l dictates of revelation from God, will he
prove himself worthy of having added
~unto him pure and virtuous women as
wives, and through them other bodies in
- the image, and the offspring, of his own.

In fact, spirit and body united is the onl

important eras in the progress of in- medium through which “a fulness of j
ne The changes which may " can be received, or exaltation and eternal
take ¢ after the resurrection are not lives be realized. The measure of these

revealed, but reasoning from analo

n_qi‘mundn of progress.
The body to man is the foundation or

beginning of his kingdom, the first change

there | lﬂeuingu to every man will be the degree
mever can bean end of them in the eter. | of per

ection which he attains to in k
ing the laws which were ordained to go-
vern him in this temporal estate.

fhtn. Wistary of Soseph Smith.

(Continued from page ¥70.)

: [May 1840.]

Tuesday, 26th, Elder J. Taylor, and
27th Llder Kimball arrived at ‘ilu'mhu-
ter. The committee on the Hymn Book
eommenced, and continued selecting hymns
until the 30th, when Elders Young, Kim-
ball, and Taylor went to Liverpool, and
preached on Sunday the 31st.

Wednesday, 27th. Bishop Edward
Partridge died at Nauvoo, aged 46 years,
He lost his life in consequence of the Mis-
souri persecutions, and he is one of that
number whose blood will be required at
their hands, Ilis daughter Harriet Pa-

mela died on the 16th of May, aged 19

8.

- The first Number of “The Latter-day
Saints’ Millennial Star” was issued at
Manchester, in mphlet form of twenty-
four pages. E;ited by P. P. Pratt.
Bixliencv. Office, 149, Sldhmn Road.

Monday, June 1, 1840. The Saints
have already erected about two hundred
and fifty houses at Nauvoo, mostly block
houses, a few framed, and many more in
lively operation.

The Gospel is spreading through the
States, Canada, England, Scotland, and
other places, with great rapidity.

Elders Young and Kimball were en-

gaged in blessing the brethren who wers
about to sail for America.

Wednesday, 3rd. Elders Young and
Taylor visited the printers in Liverpool,
and Elder Young preached on Sunday.

Saturday, f?tf'h Eﬂlier John anﬂmd
a com of for ints, to wi
Mnnmm r rnutl’na!tr{I and ﬂ:en nt.harst, nf?t:
family, Henry Moon (uncle of John Moon),
Henry Moon, Francis Moon, William Sut«
ton, William Sitgraves, Richard Eaves,
Thomas Moss, Henry Moore, Nancy Ashe
worth, Richard Ainscough, and families,
sailed in the ship Britannia from Livers
pool for New York, being the first Saints
that have sailed from England for Zion,

Monday, 8th. Elders Young and Tay.
lor visited Cheshire, and on Tuesday,
Manchester, and continued to seleck

hymns.
Elder Young dreamed of his family in

health and w:_gt. also of the Church and



