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The fatherhood of God as understood by the Latter-day Saints

is looked upon by many as sacrilege, and by others is held up to

ridicule; but it can appear in such false light to those only who

have not compared it with the holy scriptures or whose vision

has been distorted by false theories of theology evolved from the

brains of men who have discarded that spirit by which the scrip-

tures were written, and by which men were to know whether the

doctrine was of God or of man.

The Latter-day Saints believe in this doctrine, not in some

mythical sense that is incomprehensible, but as an actuality; and,

if there is one thing in holy writ more positively taught than

another, it is that God is not a mythical being distinct in kind

from man, but a loving father in every sense of the term, and

that he has all the attributes found in man, only in a state of the

highest perfection beyond the power of the finite mind to con-

ceive.

Even before man was on the earth, "God said, let us make

man in our image, after our likeness:" and then we are told, "So

God created man in his own image, in the image of God created

he him; male and female created he them." It seems it was his

design to let mankind know even from the beginning that he was

in form like man, with all the bodily parts that constitute the

human frame. In the third chapter of Luke, we find the lineage

of Jesus traced from Joseph to Adam, and in the 38th verse it

concludes as follows: "Which was the son of Enos, which was the

son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of
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God." It is hardly to be supposed that this language is to be

understood literally up to the last statement and that that should

be figurative. What object could there be in making the statement

that Adam was the son of God if it were not in the same line of

fatherhood as all the rest? There is no break in the statement to

indicate that it should not be taken in the same literal sense as

all the others? Paul, in Hebrews 12: 9, says, "Furthermore we

have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave

them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto

the Father of spirits, and live?"

When Mary Magdalene went to the sepulchre and Jesus

appeared to her, he sent a message to the disciples, which was

eminently calculated to impress on their minds the fatherhood of

God and the brotherhood of Christ; he said, "Go to my brethren;

and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father,

and to my God, and your God."

We read in I John 3: 2, "Beloved, now are we the sons of

God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know

that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him."

The 8th chapter of Romans clearly indicates the fatherhood

of God and the brotherhood of Christ. In the 29th verse Paul

says, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the first born

among many brethren." We read in the same chapter, 16th and

17th verses, "The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,

that we are the children of God: and if children then heirs; heirs

of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with

him, that we may be also glorified together."

Now, what is this heritage promised to the faithful? This is

partly answered in Luke 12: 32; "For it is your Father's good

pleasure to give you the kingdom." To Christ, "All power is given

in heaven and on earth." Then those who are to be joint heirs

with him must inherit this power. The heirs of an estate inherit

all that belongs to the father, so heirs of God must inherit all

that he hath—all of Glory, of knowledge, of wisdom, of love,

justice and mercy, and every perfected attribute of the Father,

for Jesus said, "Be ye perfect even as your Father in heaven is

perfect." If this were impossible, it would be a very unjust com-
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mandment to His disciples. All these things can be inherited by

countless millions without diminishing or exhausting the source,

or without detracting from, but rather adding to, the glory and

majesty of God, the Father; for it is like the lighting of one lamp

from another in a room, there is no diminution of light in the first

lamp, but each lamp that receives light in this way only increases

the effulgence, until the whole room is brilliantly illuminated.

SOME FIGURES FROM THE ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE.

In the total number of Protestant societies engaged in con-

ducting foreign missions, forty-nine of them are in the United States,

and the income of these home societies from home and foreign

sources is $5,403,048. These societies employ 160 physicians, of

whom 116 are women. They have 4,107 churches, with 421,597

communicants. The total native contributions amount to $628,717.

England, with forty-two societies, ranks next to the United States

in the number of her foreign [missions. The income from these

forty-two organizations, however, exceeds the forty-nine in this

country by $1,439,983. Her societies send out 139 physicians and

664 lay missionaries. They support 4,744 churches, with a total

number of communicants of 278,548. The total income from 249

societies which embrace practically all those of the Christian

world is $17,161,092. The total number of organized churches is

10,993, and the total numberlof communicants 1,289,298. There

are 14,940 Sunday Schools and 764,684 pupils. In educational

advantages India leads with thirty-four institutions having a total

membership of 22,084. China comes next with twelve, and Japan

third with nine.


