HISTORICAL LANDMARKS.

other Interesting Correspond-
¢ice from Klders Jemson, Ste-
renson and Black—-A Visit to
Rlchinond—The Whitmers and
Whitmerltes—Manuscriptof the
Book ol Mormwon-—Testimonies
of the Dlvine Authentieity of
the Work —-Where the l’roplfet.
and Others were Imprlsoned,

iCHMOND, Iiay County. Mo

Sept. 13, 1588,
dior Deseret Neics:

L}
fe (Eiders Stevenson, Dlack and
pion) left Kainsas ity  Fester-
+ moroing, taking the Coicago,
aie Fe unod Cslllernis Railway
& to Lexiogton Juoctlon, 42
8, whelfs we arfived about 11:30
o. There being po train goling to
gmood unotl! late in the afternoon,
swpncluded 1o walk, the distance
g only about five mlles. In pass1ng
wugh the countTy oo foot we atop-
dio converde with a oumber ol the
svitants apd Jeurned {rom ttem
2y thioys of iuterest in fegard to
wountry, This i3 truly o detighifw
o. Near the Missouri it is quite
Bily tunbered, butas werecedeirom
‘river the opeuinzs and clearings
Jme mote extensive, snd ilpally
ad prairies enhanpce tue lundachu
lbe vatious soris of thinber growing
ibe norto slde of tno river we
‘eed the oak, elw, ush, waluuot,
amore, locust, tamariod and otoers
ide$ the pawpaw aud wuwumeroos
s of pnderwood apd vines., Some
e farms ure kept fu a tbrifiy,cou
4, while others ure s=emingly neg-
ted, 50 thut most healiby prowtios
weeds huve got the best of the
bted crops.. Small grain does
5F wetl, but the sel] sceiwns to be
tlcolarly adspted for ruising [udian

Y, wbich jusome instapces ylelds
ut 1) posheis tothe acre.

It ulsu saw some of the tinest milch
I8 we have ever hebeid I1p our
bels,the tucllities for pusiurase here
¢g second to pone fu the United
&3,  aviog arrived ut Ricnmood
S went cirvecliy v tne residesce ol
‘lste David Whitmer, and received
Imewpnatl coo] receptiso from his
Tybter, Mrs. NSchwelch, who keeps
Le for her brother Dasvid, at the
i pomesatead, KElder Steyenson re-
tked that b [onnd sltogether a dif-
‘ut inflaence jb the house tu that he
i expertenced en his lormer vislo
M lbavid was alive, and toe place
| uo lenusr any altractions. We
Jied the wew cemetely, situnted o
¥t distance west of town, where
»mortal remaing of the last witness
lihe Bsok of Mormgn now slum-
in the tust. We also vished
l'ld cemetery about hulf a mile
“% of Ricamond centre, where rest
“remaius of the seolor Peter Whit-
‘{in whose soust the Church was
Zavized) and Dbis wile together with
Jrsoas Jacob (one uf the elght wit-
“3esd) and Qliver Cowdery. A floe
drble tomb etone dewlgnates the
stlog place of Jacob Whitmer, but
@ geave of Qliver was intirely hid
I‘c_lug und overgrown with weeds.
bile we found the new cemetery tn a
Biclags conditiou we found the old
& intirely veglected and marble
dayments, heid stopes’and fences

tered promiscously on the ground
" the eyclome left it ten years ugo.
4adipg over the graves ol Oliver aud
¥oh we Instloctively nocovored oor
ads, uttered a allcot praver and
Hced op wito heavy hearts. How we
fuld have apprecisted & short Inter-
% With him who was blessed with
® ministration of angels, the 8avior,
538, Elijak, the Prophet, and other
iy belogs !
oward evening weasvent on foot
Uitope and a Rall miles south of
thmond . to the hownse of John C.
Mtmer, the only living 4pn of Jacob
falimer, el the presiding Klder
|fUJL' so-called Whitmerites, and s a
“peslable furmer, filty-three years of
“t. He received na kiudiy and gave
Yme nformation that 1s higbly
_F riciated in regard to the Elght
i 1tuesses of the Book of Mormon and
lers, His uocles Christian apd Peter
btmer boty dled as faithful Elders
[\:Decnurch in Clay Coonty, Mo.,
# irst nparmed Nov. 97, 1835, and the
Wer Bept. 2351836, Both bore faith-
<l and upflinching testimonies to the
flo{ the divine suthenticity of the
ﬁm of Mormon. Jacob Whitmer
¥#d fo Ricumond, Apri) 21, 1856, aged
rmra.ﬂmontns apd 20 days. John
Yhtmer died o ¥ar West, Caldwell
.fﬂmr, Mo,, in 1878, and Hiram Page
|¢ﬂona farm about fourteep miles
t8 of tichmond, fear the boundary
&0l Clay Cougty, Aug. 12, 1852,
Jobn G, Whitef®y testifled as follows
eerning the witnesses :
PlRI %ig closely connected with Hiram
¢ In ppsiness transactlons and
:E“" Mmatters, he bking married to my
. Iknew him at all timesand un-
»tall sircumatances to be true to his
h liony concernitg the divinity of
ih'.BDOk of Mormon. )| was alsoat
&.:’oﬂenthbed of Oliver Cowdery in
P and Y heard him speak to my
wtle  David  (Whitmer) and 8ay:
fither David,be taltbful to onr testi-
knnm the Book of Mormon, for we
e et 1t 1s of God and that it |s
) lf true.’ He then ciosed his eyes in
M. My father, Jacob Whitmer,
._!:! tlways fajtbful and true to his
Aimony 1o the Book of Mormon, 2nd
iifrmed it on his deathbed. 0 my
i tle John {Whitmer) I will say that
h‘“ﬂ Witk bim a short time bsfore
i od at Far West, Missonrf, when
“0nflrmed to me what he had dope

“ 2wy times previously that be knew

o

the Book of Mormsn was true. I was
also with Uncle &avld (Whitmer),who
dled here in Japhsry lasi, and neard
him pexr his }jast testimony fu the
resence ol maWy witaesius whom he
ad called together for the occaslon.
He solemniy declared that the record
of the Nephites, as be alwayy called
the Book of Mormoa, was of God, and
hin teetimony concernlng It true.’”
-John C. Woitimer then gave na #n
substance the followlng particulars in
regard to the church over which he
presides: [le was baptized by hia
uncle, David Whitmer, Sept. 13, 1875,
and by him alse ordalned an Elder
January 28, 1870, recelviug instrictions
to go forth and preach the Gospel as 1t
bad beea tauught by Joseph the
Prophet aud  oresanize a4 new
church according to the original
pattern, in which the (Johw C)
wad to be the first Elder. In obedi-
ence to this he Ilmmedlstely cowm-
menced bls labors and succeeded in
baptizing the firs: three lndividnals on
the following Feb. 17, (1816). {thers
followed ard scon the new church
commeuged to bold oeetings and com -
pieteq thir organization 18 far as their
anmbers would permit themy They
now claim to aave about one hondred
members, #li told. Some of these ra-
stde in and aroond Richmond, others
in lodependence, Jackson County,
while the remajoder tive lu A more
scattered conditlou jo lowa, Kaasas,
Iilinois, Tvpvessee, Califormis aod
other siates. ‘The few arouud Rich-
mond nod a8 many of the others who
cub convenleutly come toc- ther hold
meotings ¢¥ury third Sugeay fo & 8mall
schioolhbuse sithated apont s mile and
a half south ot ltichinond 1o the achool
distrlet  where John . AWhit-
mer, their president, resides.
I'ne Whitmerites or us they cail
themselves the Crureh of Christ, be-
eve ooly a part of the revelations
given througu Joseph Smith the’
Prophet, but they ke the Book of
Mormon and ine New Testamentas
theirstandard and rule of faith. Any-
thing that agrees wiih the teachinga of
thege two Dbooks they accept, and
evarythjog that contlicts theresvith
they reject. They have no Ilzh Prieata
In their church a8 they do potv belleva
In that order of the¢ I'riesthoad, but
they have a few Llders, Priests and
Teachers, They have no Deacons, but
believe in the order, apd would also
ordalu Apostles and Seventies, if the
oumber of their members would allow
At, but there belng so few of them they
could not possibly flud elementenough,
10 ordaino twelve Apostles, say nothing'
about seveuly Men wherewith to make
4 qoofum of Seveoties. Elder
Stevenson suggeated that the
Whitmerites and Hendrickites unite
80 89 to make a stronger body; where!
upon Mr. Whitmer saidhe expected to
vigit Independence in s few weeks)'
when he boped to be abte to baptiza
all the IHendrickites intv his churen.
Tobis morning we visited 2 nnmber of
old settlers trying 1o gutber informa-
tiou in regard to clrcumstagcas trans-
plitongfifty vears ngo. We visited the
flte of the old Jall where Purley ]’
Pratt, Morris Phelps and othera were
{mpriconed from November, 1835, to
May 1839, An old resident told us that
be remewmbered mnn%,ycnrs ufterwards
scelnyg the neme of P P. Pratt on the
celilog ofthe jall, which waus finailly
iorn aown and ipne site §s pow occu-
pied tyalarge wagono repsiring and
blackemith svop owned Ey Measrs.
Powell & Sons. On the identical spot
where the jall stood i8 a well from
whic we drew and drank water in
memory of the past. The juil site {8 a
little more than hall 3 hleck
cast of the north¥ast coroer of the
court house square, ou the north side
of the street. We made severz! in-
:}nlries aboot the old log house where
nseph the Prophet and his fellow-
prisoners were guarded during Judge
Anstin A. King’s mock trial 1a Novem-
ber, 1848, and where Joseph rebunked
the guard; but we werv unablate find
any wio could glve us the uecessary
information. Qaoe old settler, Mr. B!
H. Quesenberry, who gcted 28 county
clerk of Ray Coooty in 1838, told us
that theré were & number of oid log
booseson the north side of the court
house square at that time, and it
w28 no doubt into one of these
that the Prophet apnd, his brethren
were ushered on that memorable
occaslon., This afternoon we visited
Mra, Blsbee, a daughter of the .late
Jacob Whitmer, and Philander Page,
son of the late hlrum Page, and from
them and documents in thefr posses-
sion we gained all the information de-
slred o regard to the eight wWitnesses
of 'the Book of Mormon. This evening
we e¢xamined the muanuscript ot the
Book ot Mormon in the possession of
David J. Whitmer, aon of the late Da-
vid Whitmer. We satisfied ourselves
beyond 8 doubt that it was the copy
from which the book was pristed—a
copy of the original maBuScript aftex-
wards deposited by Joseph in the fonp-
dation of the Naovoo House. We
discerned between at least three dif-
{erent handwritlngs, the most of it,
however, being written by Oliver Cow-
dery, whose hand writing i8 well known,,
Ivis Bupposed that Emma Swmith aud
perhaps Christian and Peter Whitmer
wrote the balance. 'T'he signatures of
the witnesses were all written by the
same scribe, which is amother proof
that this i3 not the oricinal manonscript
on which each.w!tness slgned his own
name, Tbere was 4G4 closely-written
pages, ecach 8heet being written on
both sidea. YWe have also learned that
General John B, Cilark, the notorious
mobocrat, died as a frunkard in
Fayette, kown.rd Connty, abont the
eal 1880, forsaken by his political
rignds at icast, The notorlons Austin

A, Kiog also died years ago. Hel

was takea sick very snddenly atSt.
Louls and dled almost immediately.
His remains were brooght to Ray
Conuty for baorlal. i
Richmond {8 a lue town of nearly
three thousdud inbhah{tants. The court
house, around wbich the priocipal
stores and bnsiness houses are clus.
tered, i8 beautifully sitnated oo ris
ing ground, while on apother geut.(lly
slopiog nll & - little southward,
standa the Richmond College, sald
to be § first clasa institution of learn-
ing. wo weekly newspapers the
Democrgt and the Uonservelor are pub-
lished. About seven hundred men are
angn.ged In coa! mining around Rich-
mond, anumber of profitable mines
having begn opened recently. During
the present season about one bundred
new residences have been erected. -
We atart for the Crooked River bat-
tle-ground tomorrow moroing.

. ANDREW JENBON,
EDwARD STEVENSON,
Josern S, BLack,
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