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The following is part of a discourse, delivered

by Elder Orson Pratt, at the conference :— .
THE ANCIENT OF DAYS.

Who is the Ancient of Days? This is a
question frequently asked by the biblical stu-
dent, especially those who have studied the
prophecies of Daniel with any degree of atten.
tion. The most careless reader will have ob-
served that the Ancient of Days is one of the
most prominent. personages introduced before
Daniel, while he was wrapped in his prophetic
v.sions. Daniel had previously become exten-
sively acquainted with the future history of the
world. He had scen the rise, progress, and
downfall of nations and kingdoms. Four great
and powerful monarchies, which should bear
rule over all the earth, and hold universal em-
pire, had successively passed before him. Ina
tormer vision he had seen the last of these mon-
erchies divided and subdivided into smaller
kingdoms; and finally, after having viewed
earthly governments in their various forms fiom
his own day down for many generaiions, and
haying seen their corruptions and great wick-
edness, his mind was carried onward to a time
when another or fifth kingdom should be estab-
lished, bearing rule inrighteousness over all the
carth. He saw that this last kingdom, instead
of originating from those which had formerly
held dominion, threugh the vain aspiring am
bition of man, was established by the God of
heaven, before which all other kingdoms wast-
ed away till no place was found for them.—
These grand events of future time which open-
ed to hisastonished vision, were calculated, no
doubt, to excite an intense desire to bccome
more extensively informed in relation to futu-
rity, especially concerning the organization and
establishment of the kingdom of God, which he
saw was eventually to sway a universal sceptre
over all the earth.
willing to satis{y the desires of those who hon-
estly scrve him, was pleased to unfold to him
more of the particulars concerning the intro-
duction of that glorions era when the saints
were to bear rule. The prophet was again en-

wrapt in a vision of the Almighty, and saw the ||

same things which he had formerly seen, and
being more prepared by experience, and more
enlightened by the spirit of truth, his views

were grently enIarged. In this wonderful vis-

1on he saw the Axc ENT or Days sit, clothed ||
. . i
in great power and majrstv; he was attend«d

by unnumbered millions from the heavenl,
worlds—a grand council was organized upon
the earth, over whieh he presided—the bookg
were opened, and ameng the most important
business which came before them, was the con-
demnation and judgment of some of the cor-

The great God who is eve! |

rupt powers of the earth, and also the confirm-
ing of more power upon the saints, that they
might be prepared for the reception of their
Great King—the Son of Man, who was to come
and toke the kingdom, and reign in the great.
ness of his splendor, in the midst of his people
forever. The Great King, having sent [orth
rthe Ancient of Days, with the grand council of
heaven, as messengers to set all things in their
most perfect order, atlength, appears in the
clouds of heaven. Ile comes in royal splendor,
and in the greatness of hisstrength, to the An-
cient of Days who delivers up the kingdom into
his hands, and henceforth all people, nations,
and languages serve and obey him. O glorious
period! O happy time!! How these glorious
visions must have cheered the heart of Daniel
in his long captivity! And how blessed, and
how inexpressibly happy will that people be
who inherit the earth in that day!

_But who is this Ancient of Days, thatisto
act this glorious and conspicuous part in the
grand councils of the last days, and finally de-
liver up the kingdom organized and prepared,
into the hands of the Great King? It cannot
' be the Son of God, for he afterwards comes to
‘the Ancient of Days. Itcannot be the Father,

for if the Saints wera prepared to meet the Fa-
ther and set in council with him. they would
‘also be prepared to meet the Son, for the glory
of the Father is equal to thatof the Son. Who
then can it be? Let us reflect for a moment. —
The Axciest oF Days!—It must be some very
ancient personage, and probably the most an-
cient personagze that ever lived in days, and
hence iscalled by that name, in distinction from
all others that lived after. But thanksbe giv-
en to the Most High God, for he has not left
his saints in uncertainty about this matter, bu!
has raised up a prophet, through whomn he has
revealed this mysterv; thus the saints will not
be left in the dark in regard to the great pur-
poscs and events of tle last days. The An-
cient of Days then, is ADAM-—the great pro-
genitor of the human race. Hehasa mission to
perform for the benefit of his children, in the

last times. As he performed the first mission
on the earth in the beginning of the first dispen-
sation. so he will perform a mission in the end-
ing of the last dispensation. In the first he
presided over a few; in the last he will preside
over unnumbered millions.
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From the National [ntelligencer,
A BEAUTIFUL SPEECH.

The Natchez Free Trader contains a report
of the specch of Col. Cobb, the celebrated half-
breed chief of the Choctaws, made in reply to
1, J. McRae, Esq., the agent for enrolling and

emnigrating the Indians to the West of the Mis-
sissippi, who had made a speech to the Indi



