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:;iccors of the new revelation was the projected opening of the temple in Bra­

:::iJlll and the many questions which were raised about it which were taken to 

President [Spencer W.) Kimball and which he felt he had to cake to the Lord. 

-;here is a large number of members of the Church in Brazil which appear to 

nave some black African ancestors. In the process of shifting the responsibil­

.cy for genealogical work to individual families-in the process of requiring 

that people in each temple district be required to furnish names-the people 

.n Brazil were extremely hesitant. They were not anxious co do their genea­

Jogical work and provide names which would be used in temple work there. 

According to chis report President Kimball discussed these matters with 

the Quorum of the Twelve and First Presidency and then decided to go co 

the Lord, and he decided to keep praying until he received a definite answer 

one way or the other. 29 The answer which he finally received was presented 

co the Quorum of the Twelve and the First Presidency in their meeting of the 

temple the morning of June 1. This was then presented co a general meeting 

of all the General Authorities including First Presidency, Quorum of Twelve, 

First Quorum of Seveney, the Presiding Bishopric, and Presiding Patriarch, 

the morning of June 9.30 

June 18, 1978-Sunday 
This morning in priesthood meeting, and again in our Sunday School 

class, Gil Warner31 was invited co share an experience during the week. He 

and [his wife] Nedra had ridden a bus to Sc. George to attend a meeting of 

28. Dedication of rhe Sao Paulo temple cook place October 30-November 2, 1978. 
29. Crossed our at chis point is the following sentence: "According co chis report Presi­

dent Kimball remained in the upper room of the temple for three days and nights in a period 
of constant prayer and fasting co receive an answer from the Lord." Next co this, in pencil, is 
me handwritten notation: "not true." 

30. Writing once more co his children, Arrington suggested that perhaps "the Lat­
rcr-day Saints today are fully prepared co accept blacks as brethren and as leaders," while 
conversely he thought it mighr be true that "black members themselves" were better pre­
pared co accept the priesthood and "serve as leaders" in the church. He identified three other 
contributing factors: "the opening of the Brazil Temple" that "surely would have created 
problems and anxieties"; the movement in Wisconsin and Hawaii to "refuse to exempt 
Church property, including temples and chapels and stake houses, from taxation on the 
grounds that the Church discriminates against blacks"; and the danger, if the exclusion had 
continued, of church members becoming increasingly hardened in their prejudice. God was 
reminding the church how "we are all the Lord's children and that he is ... displeased with 
chose who spread bigotry." Letter to children," June I 5, I 978. 

31. David G. Warner (I 928-2013) was president and CEO of Associated Foods and 
a board member of Zions First National Bank. He had a marketing degree from the Uni­
,-ersity of Utah. 
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the board of some corporation. Along on the trip also, for the same purpose, 

were Boyd Packer and his wife. For a part of the trip, Gil was able to sit next 

to Brother Packer. Gil asked him if he could share some of the experiences 

which led up to the announcement of the revelation on the priesthood for 

blacks. Brother Packer said he could share part of the experience, part of it 

he could not share. 

Brother Packer said President [Spencer W.] Kimball had felt it necessary 

to petition the Lord on chis matter. And so, for the past two months he has 

gone daily to an upper room in the temple to pray specifically for chat pur­

pose. On the morning of Thursday, June 1, he decided to share some of his 

impressions with the Twelve [apostles]. He asked them, in advance, to fast 

for the purpose. He and they then spent some time discussing the problem 

in its various aspects. At a certain point in the discussion, President Kimball 

then asked ifhe might give a prayer on behalf of the group. So he went to the 

altar and prayed earnestly to the Lord. At a certain point in the prayer, Elder 

Packer stated, all present became aware of what the decision must be. He did 

not say what happened; chis is no doubt the part which he was forbidden to 

tell. But there was some kind of manifestation, presumably which was plain 

to all those present. As Brother Packer referred to this he sobbed-something 

which he does not commonly do. Obviously, it was a tender experience. 

President Kimball finished the prayer. Then Elder [Ezra Taft] Benson 

said: "We all are aware of what has happened. Now what should we do about 

it?" President [Marion G.] Romney spoke up and said, "Let's take a week to 

formulate a Statement to announce it to the other general authorities and to 

the Church." So in the subsequent week the statement which appeared in the 

papers was drawn up. Presumably it was read to the Twelve in their June 8 

meeting. It was then read to all the general authorities. The authorities were 

then asked to comment on it, one by one. When every single one of them 

indicated their approval, it was then announced to the media, and to the 

Church as a whole.32 

In the Priesthood meeting, when Brother Warner had finished celling 

this, Bill Pulsipher said that on the morning of June 9 he was meeting in a 

board of directors meeting with Elder Paul Dunn. Elder Dunn was late for 

32. The announcement was later published in the LOS Doctrine & Covenants as "Of­
ficial Declaration 2." It states chat God "heard our prayers, and by revelation has confirmed 
chat the long-promised day has come when every faithful, worthy man in the Church may 
receive the holy priesthood, with power to exercise its divine authority, and enjoy with his 
loved ones every blessing that Aows therefrom, including the blessings of the temple." 
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the meeting, and as he came in, it was obvious chat he had been crying. He 

then rook a few moments co cell the group what had taken place. He empha­

sized chat all at the meeting of the general authorities were certain chat chis 

was a revelation from the Lord. 

In our Sunday School class, when Brother Warner had finished relat­

ing his experience, Sister Mamie Silver33 raised her hand and stood co give 

her own experience. As the new revelation was announced, a certain person 

telephoned her to say chat they were leaving the church on account of the 

announcement. Sister Silver said, "Lee me phone my brother, (LeGrande 

Richards)34 and ask him about it." So she telephoned Elder Richards, who 

more or less cold the same thing that Elder Packer had cold Gil Warner, and 

emphasized chat all of the Twelve were certain it was a revelation from the 

Lord, and if the telephone parry believed in the Lord, and had a testimony 

of the truth of the Church and of the prophethood of Spencer W. Kimball, 

they muse accept the revelation as from God. Mamie said she herself believed 

it and was convinced it was something we must accept. 

June 24, 1978-Saturday 

Yesterday morning a group of thirteen research historians roiled up 

the slopes of Ensign Peak, north of Salt Lake City. The group included one 

beyond 60 (LJA), two in their fifties Qim Allen and Davis Bitton), the re­

mainder in their thirties and forties. They represented all of the persons in 

the History Division of the Historical Department except the secretaries and 

Glen Leonard, who was ill. Reaching the peak at JO a.m., we unfurled the 

flag of the Kingdom, a copy of one which flew on Temple Square at the 

time of the death of Brigham Young which had been made by Jan Quinn 

(wife of Mike). A number of photos were taken of the group and the flag, 

after which it was attached to the flagpole. The scene of Salt Lake Valley was 

lovely. We gathered around the flagpole and had a service of about an hour. 

Invocation by Jill [Mulvay) Derr. Elaboration of the importance of Ensign 

Peak in Church hiscory by Ron Walker, who is bishop of the ward in which 

the peak is located. He pointed out the times when endowment services were 

performed there; and also Brigham Young's vision of the peak as he crossed 

the Plains in 1847 and of the angel Qoseph Smith) pointing due south where 

33. Mamie Richards Silver ( 1895-1992) was one of apostle LeGrand Richards's four­
teen siblings, all children of apostle George F. Richards. Mamie Richards had a degree from 
LOS College in Salt Lake Ciry. She was married to Clarence W. Silver, an electrician. 

34. Here and later in the chapter, I have replaced Arrington's brackets with parentheses. 

555 


