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cailing upon the people in great agony Lo
read Mr. How's book, as a sure auntidote
against delusion. As thisis all that Mr. C.
can do, or dare do, we do not wigh to de-
prive him of this privilege. o we say con-
cerning Alexander, .Pudley and co. let themn
excrt themselves with ail their power, for
they wiil find it a harder task to ‘‘kick a-
gainst the prieks,”’” than to reforin; as they
call it, masons "and sectarians,—they have ur-
dertaken o task to great for them: the arm
«f Ommipotence is too poient for “‘schoocl
boyvs,”” and this they will find aiter they
Lave exausted all their power. The ¢“black
speck’’ will still ¢‘stain the Ainerican charac-
ter,”” for the people will receive the everlas-
ting gozpel, nor cun men nor devils prevent
it. 'f'lie people may rage and the heathen
lmagine a vain thing; but ne who sits in
the heavens will laugl, the Lord will have
them in derision, and ere long, he will speak
to them in his wrath and vex them in his
sore displeasure.

‘Mr. Campbell has been invited to show
himnselfa man of principle—after repeated in-
sults to the church of the -‘Latter Day
Saints,”” and to exchange papers and cut a
quill like a man; butseeing he dare not do it,
(for notwithstanding the confidence which
his satallites have in him, he knows the weak-
ness of his canse too well to hazard an inves-
tigation with an Elder of the church of the
“Latter Day Saints,”’) we consider this ef-
fort of his in the same point of light which
we do a whipped spannel, when Le is afraid
to face his enemy, he turns bis hind parts and
barks—so bark on Alexander.

b -

The following is taken from the
Brookville (Ia.) Dnquirer; and we
copy it into the Advocate to show our
friends the different fecling with which
the elders of this church are received.
All we have to say now on the extract,
is that the Editor could not have been
a sectarian—We judge him to be a
Republican, and” a gentleman.

[Editor.]

«The Latter day Suaints, or RMormons.

On last Saturday evening, for the first
time, in this place, a gentleman, and minis-
ter belonging to this new sect, preached in
the court housz, to a very respectable au-
dience; and discoursad briefly on the various
subjects connected with his creed; exzplained
his faith and gave a brief history of the book
of Mormon—united it with the Holy Bi-
ble, &e.

By request, he tarried over Sabbath, and
at 2 0’ clock again opened public worship by
an able address to the Throne of the Most
1igh. ] ! (
half to a very large andience, during which
time he explained many important passages
of the prophecies contained in the Old &
New Testaments, and applied them accord-
ing to their literal meaning. Ie was not
lame in the attempt, and in a succinct and
lucid manner imparted his belief to the au-
dience.

He believes*the byok of Mormon to be a
series of revelations, and other matters ap-
pertaining to the Ephraimites, Lamanites,

He spoke for about an hour anda |

S:cs whom he believes to have bsen the ori
ginal settlers of this continent; and that an
ancient Prophet caused the plates from which
the book of Mormon was (ranslated to be
buried nearly two thousand years ago, in
what is now called Ontario county, New-
York. He is also of the beliel’ that Joseph
Smith was cited to the plates bvan angel
from Heaven, and endowed with the gift 1o
translute the engraving upon them into the
known language of the country. o

This book, lie is ef opinion, is an event
intended to prepare for the great work, the
sccond eppearance of Christ, when he shall
stand cn the DMcunt of Olives, attended
by Abraham and all the- Saints, lo reign
on the Earth {or the space of a thousand

ears.

After he had closed his discourss, eon
Sabbath afternoon, he remarked thatif ¢“no
one had any thing to say, the meetin
would be considered asclosed,”” Rev. Danie
St. Johm, a clergyman of the universal
crder, ascended the pulpit and in his usual
eloquent strain held forth for a considerable
time; taking exceptions to some of the
positions of the preceding speaker—more
particularly as regarded his belief as 1o the
szcond appearance of Christ, and his doctrine
of future rewards and punishments. An
interesting debate of about thre2 hours en-
sued in which cach had four hearings, and
at the request of the audience, a division of
the house was called for on the merits of the
argument, and carried in favor of the Latter
Day Saint by an overwhelming vote.

Though in some things he characterised
the fanatic; yet, in the main, his doctrines
were sound and his positions tenable. We
would do injustic tothe gentleman were we
to omit stating, that in all the discourses,
of the like character, that we have ever heard
it has never fallen to our lot to hear so much
harmony in the arrangement of quotations
from the sacred book. No passage could be
referred to that would in the least produce dis-
cord in hisarguments. The whole ofhisdis
courses were delivered in a very clear and
concise manner, rendering it obvious that
he was theronghly acquainted with the
course he believed he was called upon to pu-
sue, in obedience to his Master’s will.

If a man may be called eloquent who
transfers his own views and feelings into the
breasts of others—if a  knowlcdge of the
subjcet, and to speak without fear—are a
part of the more elevated rules of- eloquenc,
we have no hesitancy in saying Orsoy Pratr
was eloquent; and tiuly verified the language
of Boileau: ‘“\What we clearly conceive, we
can clearly express.”

———
LETTER IV.

To W. W. Phelps, Esq.

Dear BrRoTHER :— ;

In my last, publish-
ed in the 3d No. of the Advocate I
apologized for the brief manner in
which I should be obliged to give, in’
many instances, the history of . this

church. Since then yours of Christmas
has been received. It was not my

b
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wizgh to be understood that I could not
give theleading items of every impor-
ant occurrcnce, at least so far as
would eficet my duty to my fellowmen,
in such as contained important infor-
mation upen the subject of doctrine,
end as would render it iniclligibly
plain; but as there are, in a great
house, many vessels, so in the listory
of a work of this magnitude, many
items which would be interesting to
those who follow, are forgotten. In
fact, I deem every manifestation of the
Holy Spirit, dictating the hearts of the
saints in the way of righteousness, to
be of importance, and this i3 one rea-
son why [ plead ant apology.

You will reeollect that I mentioned
the time of a religious excitement, in
Palmyra and vicinity to have been in
the 15th year of our brother J. Smith
Jr’s, age—that was anerror inthe type
—it should have been in the 17th.—
You wili please remember this coriec-
tien, as it wili be necessary for the full
understanding of what will follow in
time. This would bring the date down
to the ycar 1823.

I do not deem it to be necessary to
write further on the subject of this ex-
citement. It is doubted by many
whether any rcal or esgential good
ever resulted from such cxeitements,
while others advocate their propricty
with warmth.

The mind 1s easily called up to re-
flection upon a matter of such deep im-
portance, and it is just that it should
be; but there is a regret occupying
the heart when we consider the deep
anxiety of thousands, who arc lcad
away with a vain imagination, or a
groundless hope, no better than the
idle wind or the spider’s web.

But if others were not benefited,
our brother was urged forward and
strengthened in the determination to
know for himself of the certainty and
reality of purc and holy religion.—
And it is only necessary for ine to say,
that while this excitement continued,
he continued to call upon the Lord in
secret for a full manifestation of di-
vine approbation, and for, to him, the
all important information, if a Su-
preme being did exist, to Lave an as-
surance that he was aceepted of him.
This, most assuredly, was correct—
it was rightt The Lord has said,
long since, and his word remains steed-
fast, thatto him who knocks it shall

beopened, & whosoevér will, may come
and partake of the watérs of life {res-
I3z

To deny a humble penitent sinner a
refreshing draught from this most pure
of-all fountains, and most desirable of’
all refreshments, to a thirsty soul, is o
matter for the full performatice of
which the sacred rceord stands pledg-
cd. The Lord never said—¢Como
unto me, all ye that labor, and arg
hedvy ladet, and I will dive you rest,”
to tufn a deaf ear to those who were
veary, when they call upon him. He
never said, by the month of the preph-
et—“Io, every onée that thists,
come ye to the waters,” without pas-
sing itas a firm decree, at the same
time, that he that should aflter come,
slould be filled with a joy unspeaka+
ble. Neither did he manifest by the
Spirit to John upon the isle—¢Let
him that is athirst, come,” and com-
inand him to send the same abroad,
under any other considération, thdn
that “whosoever would, .might tako
the water of life freely,” to the remo-
test ages of time, or while there was a
sinner upon his footstool.

These sacrad and important promi-
ses are looked upon in our day as be-
ing given, either to another people,
or in a figurative form, and conso-
quently require spiritualizing, not-
withstanding .they atre as conspicuous-
ly plain, andare meant to be understood
according to their lileral reading, as
those passages which teach us of tho
creation of the world, and of* the de-
cree of its Maker to bring its inhabi«
tants to judgment. But to proceed
with my narrative.—

On the evening of the 21st of Sep-
tember, 1823, previous to retiring to
rest, our brother’s mind was unusual-
ly wrought up on the subject which
had so long agitated his “mind—his
heart was drawn out i fervent prayer,
and his whole soul was so lost to eve-
ry thing of a temporal nature, that
earth, to him, had lost its charms, and
all he desired was to be preparedin
heart to commune with some kind
messenger who could communicate to
him the desired informdtion of his ac-
ceptance with God.

At length the family retired, and he,
as usudl, bent his way, though in si-
lenee, where others might have rested
their weary frames ‘‘locked fast in
sleop’s embrace;” but repose had fled,
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and accustomed slumber had spread
her refreshing hand over others be-
side him—he continued still to pray—
his heart, though once hard and ob-
durate, was soitened, and that mind
which had often flitted, like the “wild
bird of passage,” had settied tipon a
determined basis not to be decoyedor
¢riven from its purpose.

In this situation hours passed un-
numbered—how many or how few I
know not, neither is he able to inform
me; but supposes it must have becn
eleven or twelve, and peihaps later,
as the noise and bustle of the family,
in retiring, had long since ceased.—
While continuing in prayer for a man-
ifestation in some way that his sins
were forgiven; endeavoring to exer-
cise faith in the scriptures, on a sud-
den a light like that of day, only of a
purerand far more glorious appearance
and brightness, burst into the room.—
Indced, to use his own description,
the first sight was as though the house
was filled with consuming and un-
quenchable fire. This sudden ap-
pearanceof a light so bright, as must
naturally be expected, occasioned a
shock or sensation, visible to the ex-
tremities of the body. It was, how-
éver, followed with 2 calmness and se-
renity of mind, and an overwhelming
rapture of joy that surpassed under-
standing, and in a moment a person-
age stood before him.

Notwithstanding the room was pre-
viously filled with light above the
brightness of the sun, as I have before
described, yet there seemed to be an
additional glory surroundiug or accom-
panying this personage, which shone
with aniuereased degree of brilliancy,
of which he was in the midst; and
though his countenanc was as lighten-
ing, yet it was of a pleasing, innocent
and glorious appearance, so much so,
that every fear was banished from the
heart, and nothing but calmness perva-
ded the soul. .

It is no casy task to deseribe the ap-
pecarance of a messenger from the
skies—indeed, [ doubt thero being an
individual elothed with perishable clay,
wlio is capable to do this work. To be
sure, the Lord appeared to his apos-
tles after his resurrcction, and we do
pot learn as they were in the least dif-
ficulticd to look upon him; but from
John’s description upon Patmos, we
iearn that he is there represented as

- — et §

most glorivus in appearance; aid
from other items in tho sacred scrip-
tures we have the fact recorded where
angels appeared and conversed with
men, and there was no difficulty onthe
part of the individuals, to endure their
presence; and others where their glory
was so conspicucus that they could
not endure. The last description or
appearance is the one to which I refer,
when Isay that it is no easy task te
describe their glory.

Butit may be well to relate the par-
ticulars as far as'given—The steture of
this personage was a little above the
common size of men in this age; his
garment was perfectly white, and had
the appearanco of being without
sean.

Though fear was banished from his
heart, yet his surprise was no less
when he heard him declare himself to
be a messenger sent by compiandment
of the Lord, to delivera special mes-
suge, and to witness to him that his
sins wore forgiven, and that his prayers
werc heard; and that the scripfures
might be fulfilled, which say—*God
has chosen the foolish- things of the
world to confound the things which are
mighty; and base things of' the world,
and things wich are despised, has God
chosen; yea, and things which are
not, to bring to nought things which
are, that no flesh should glory in his
presence. Therelore, says the Lord,
[ will proceed to doa marvelous work
among this people, even a marvelous
worlk and a wonder; the wisdom of
their wise shall perish, and the under-~
standing of their prudent shall be hid;
{or aceording to his covenant which
he made with his_aneient saints, his
people, the house of Israel, must come
to a knowledge of the -gospel, and own
that Messiah whom their futhers reject~
ed, and with them the f{ulness of the
Gentiles be gathcred in, to rejoiceia
one fold under one Shepherd.”

“T'his cannot be brought about un-
til first certain preparatory things are

accomplished, for so has the Lord pur-

posed in his own mind. "He has there-
fore chosen you as an instrument in
his hand to bring to light that which
shall’perform his act, his strange act,’
and bring to pass a marvelous work
and a wonder. Wherever tho sound
shall go it shall causc the ears of men
to tingle, and wherever it shall be pro-
claimed, the pare in heart shall rejoice,
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while those who draw near tv God
with their mouths, and honor him with
their lips, while their hearts are- far
trom him, will seck its overthrow, and
the destruction of those by whos
hands it is carried. Therefore, mar-
vel not if your name is made a deri-
sion, and lhad as a by-word among
such, if you are the instrument in
bringing it, by the giit of God, to the
knowledge of the people.”

Ie then proceeded and gave a geu-
eral account of the promiscs mads to

the fati.ers, and also guve a history of

the aborigines of this country. and
said they were literal descendants of
Abraham. e represented them -as
once being an enlightened and intelli-
gent people, possessinga cerrectknowl-
edge of the gospel, and the plan of res-
toration and redemption. He said
this history was written and deposited
not far from that place, and that it was
our brother’s privilege, if obedient to
the commandments of the Lord, to
obtain, and translate the same by the
means of the Urim and Thummim,
which were deposited for that purpose
with the record.

“Yet,” said he, - “the scripture
must be fulfilled before it is translated,
which says that the words of a book,
which were sealed, were presented to
the learned; for thus has God deter-
mined {o leave men without excuse,
and show to the meek that his arm is
not shortened that it cannot save.”

A part of the book was scaled, and
was not to be opened yet. The seal-
ed part, said he, contains the same
vevelation which was-given to John
upon the isle of Patmos, and when
the people of the Lord are prepared,
and found.wcrthy, then it will be un-
folded unto them.

On the subject of bringing to light
the unscaled part of this record, it

‘may be proper to say, that our broth-

er was expressly informed, that it
must be done with an eye single to
the glory of God; if this considera~
tion did not wholly characterize all
his proceedings in relation to it, the
adversary of truth would overcome
him, or at least prevent his making
that proficiency in this glorious work
which he otherwise would. -

While describing the place where
the record Was--_gleposited, he gave a
minute relation of it, and the viston of
his mind being @gpened at thz same

time, he was permitied to view it crit-
ically; and previoasly being acquain-
ted with the place, he was able to fol-
low the dircetion of the vision, after-
ward, according to the voice of the an-
‘gel, and obtain the book.

I close for the present by subscrib-
ing myself as ever, your brother in
Christ.

OLIVER COWDERY.

Mrtlaré, Olie, Feb. 97, 1535,

Iiaving Dbeen requestel by the ‘Trusties of the
SHIRTLAND SCUO0L," 1o give o sinail sketeh ol -
the number of stwients who have atiended this insti-
tuiion, anl of their proaress in the diiferent scieuces,
I eheorally comply with the request, having beenan
iuslruclor thesein from 43 commencement, in ec.—
<

The school hes been conducted vader the immedi-
ate care and inspection of

JOSEPH SMITI jr.
F. G. WILLIANS, "]
FEIONDY RIGDON, S
0. COWDERY.

YW hen the school first commenszed, we received in-
to it both lurge and emall, but in about three weeks
the clusses became so large, and the house so crowd-
ed, that it was thought advisable to dismiss al! the
small students, @il Contineze those only who wished
to sindy the sciences of penmauship, arithmetic,
English zrammar ¢nd zeography. Ru[loro we digiis-
sert the small scholars, there were in all about 130
who attended. Since that time there have been, un-
on an average, aboui 100, the most of whom have 1e-
ceived lectires upon Enclish gramimary and for tha
last four weeks aboit 76 have been studying geogra-
phy one haif the day, und granimar and writagz tha

sa0psT4 ],

‘| other part.

T. Burdick’s arithmetie, €. Hirkham’s grammar
apd J. Olney's geography hive been used, with N,
Webster's aictionary, as standard.

Since the year 1827 1 have taught school in five
differont States, and T have vizited many schools in
which lwas not engaged, as teacher; but in nene, I
can say with eertainty, have I secn students make
more rapid progress, thun in this. I expectnyscif
to lzave the justitution, but ret, Thave a great desire
to sce it flourish. 1 therefore most clieerfully rezom-
mend it to all those wliose cireumstances and sitna-
tion will allow themto attend, its being a place where
strict attention is paid to good norsls as well as to

1he sciences.
W. E. MLELLIN.

Notice. —Thespring term of the “Kirtland
School" will commence on the 20th of April
next. Young gentlemen and ladies from a
distance can obtain board, inrespectable fam-
ilies for £1,00 to & 1,25 per week,

The Trustecs of this institution design in-
troducing the higher branches of Enghsh lit-
erature, at as early a period as possible,

[Editor.]
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