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ONE OF THE THREE WIT-
- NESSES.

INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF MARTIN
P HA i RIS,

SALT LAXE CITy,
- November 30, 1881.

Editor Deseret News:

~Having been interrogated recent-
ly regarding Martin Harris, the
time of his arrival in this ecity, and
olher incidents of his li e, and as at
the present time newspaper report-
ers are interesting themselves re-
garding David Whitmer, the only
surviving witness of the Book of
Mormon, now living at Richmond,
Ray Co., Mo., having resided there
as long as Martin Harris did at
Kirtland, Ohio, which has been
~since 1831, 50 years ago, and 39
years previoug to his remowal to
Utah;for these reasonsI feel prompt-
ed to ofler a few facts relating to iis
removal from Ohio to Utah, his
various testimonies, and incidents
of personal observation of his life for
the past 48 years.

While I was living in Michigan,
 then a Territory, in 1833, near the
town of Pontiac, Oakland Co., Mar-
| vin Harris came there and in a meet-
ing where I was present bore testi-
‘mony of the appearance of an angel
exhibiting the golden plates and
commanding him to bear a testi-
wony of these things to nli@eo‘jﬂa
whenever opportunity was afforded
him to do so; and I can say that his
testimony had great effeét in that
vicinity. Martin had a sister living
in our neighborhood. About this
time Oliver Cowdery,oneof the other
three witnesses also, in company
with ‘Joseph Smith the Prophet
bore the same testimony, and fur-
ther, Joseph the Prophet promised
those who with honest hearts obey-
ed the gospel should receive the
Holy Ghost, and signs would follow
thﬂm. - 4 ¥ ; o

As a proof of their testimony, seve
eral of that branch of the C urch,
enjoyed various gifts; one, Elijah
Fordham, who recently died in this
Territory, sp-ke in {ongues, and as
twonF'rench travelers were ng
they heard him speaking and said to
a boy outside the house where they
were, that he was spaking in
French, bearing testimony to (he
gospel, i:_lﬂ_ baving no knowledge of
that language, Martin often bore
Eﬁﬁﬁmﬂny.whﬂu in that nighbor-
. In fhe year 1869 I was a pointed
to a mission to the Uni ed States.
Having visited several of the East-
ern States, I called at Kirt'and,_
Ohio, to see the first Tem that
was built by our people in this gen-
eration. While there, I again met
Martin Harris, soon after coming out
of the Temple. He took from un-
der his arm a copy of the Book of
Mormon, the first edition, I believe,
and Lore a faithful testimony, just -
the rame as that I heard him bear
36 years pievious. He said that it
was his duty to continue to lift u
his voice as he had been command-
ed to do in defence of the Book that
he held in his hand, and offered to
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prove from the Bible that just such
a book was to come forth out of the
ground,and that, too, ina day when
there were no phets on the
earth, and that he was daily bearing
testimony to many who vigsited the

yr. g '

patiently hearing him, I
felt a degree of compassion for him,
and in turn bore my testimony to
him, as I had received it through
obedience to the gospel, and that
the work was still onward, and the
words of Isaiah, second chapter,were
being fulfilled, that ‘““the house of
thaimdm In the tops of the
mountains,” and that under the
leadership of = President Brig-
bham Young all nations were
gathering to Zion to learn of God’s

ways snd to walk in His paths, and
that the worst wish that we had,
was for him to also pre himself
and go up and be a partaker of the
blessings of the House of the Iord.
My testimony im him. A Mr.
Bond, who held the keys of the
Temple, and who had been sent
at the dedication, and then a faith-
ful Latter-day Saint, said to me ho
felt as though he would have been
far better off if he had kept with the
Latter-day Saints, and that if I
would preach in the Temple, he
would open the doors to me, I prom-
ised to do s0 at some future time.
_After my arrival in Utah in 1870,
I was inspired to write to Martin
Harris, and soon received a reply,
that the Spirit of God, for the first
time prompted him to go to Utah.
Beveral letters were afterward- ex-
changed. President Brigham
Young, having read the Iletter,
tbrough President G. A. Smith, re.
quested me to get up a subscription
and emigrate Martin to Utah, he
subseribing twenty-five dollars for
that purpose.
subscription to about $200, on the
19th of July, 1870, I took the railroad
cars for Ohio, and on the 10th of
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Hgving raised the|[in 41 yvars;
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it to the wasie basket, saying, angels
did not visit in our days, ete.

On the following day I baptized a
sister to President Ballinger, in -the

Des Moines River, The Branch here

contributed a new suit of cluthes to
Bro. Harris, for which he felt to bless
them. On the 29th of August we
landed In Ogden, and the Ogden
Junction said:

“Martin Harris arrived (with "5]-
der Edward Stevenson) whose r;ame
is known almost througho,t the
world as one of the witness .g of the
Book of Mormon. They left Kirt-
land on the 19th of Auyyst,”

%ugusb 31st Balt Iake Herald
said:

“Martin Harris, one of the three
witnessas of th.e Book of Mormon,
arrived in Sal? Lake Qity last night,
accompanied. by Elder Edward Ste-
venson. " wo members of the Des
Moines ¥sranch of the Church ac-
compariied them to our city.”

The Deserer NEwsS of Angust
31rt, 1870, in over one colum: no-

ices the arrival of Martin Harris
last eveuing, 7.30, ““who isin-his 88ih
year. He is remarkably vigorous
for one of his yvears, his memory be-
ing very good, and his sight, though
his eyes appear to have failed, being
so accute that he can see to pick a

in off the ground, % . ¥ He

as never fail-d to bear testimony
to the Divine authenticity of the
Book of Mormon. He says it is not
a matter of belief on his part, but of
Enowledge. He with the other two
witnesses declared, and their testi-
mony has accompanied every copy
of the book, that ‘an angel of God
came down from heaven, and he
brcught and .laid before our eyes,
that we beheld and'saw the
and the engravings thereon.’ This
declaration he ha.E nu: varierl from
gled to see Martin Harriz once more
in the midst of the Sainty »

The Salt Lake Herald , Reptember

August, fllled my appointment,
hing twice in the Xirtland
emple, finding Martin Harris elat-
ed his prosyective journey,
- A very singular incident occurred
at this time. While Martin was
visiting his friends, bidding them
farewell, his pathway ecrossed a
jarg in which he became

!&i, diﬁy, fﬂint Eﬂd 5 l'-
ing through the blnuhherrytagge
that are so abundant in
vicinity, ~ his clothes torm,
and faint, he lay down
under a tree to die. After a time
he revived, called on the Loxd, and
finally at 12 midnight, found his
friend, and in his fearful condition
wa - cared for and soon regained his
strength. He related this incident

vines
that E

3d, said; |

‘“We had a call yesterday morning
from Elder Edward, Stevensor, who
introduced Martin Harris, one of
the ‘three witn~sses’ to the Book of
Mormon, Mr, Harris isnow 88 years
of age, and is remarkably lively and
energetic for his years.
firro ky to the testimony he has borne
for over forty ‘years, that an angel
ap before him and the other
witnesses, and showed them the
plates upon which the characters of
the Book of Mormon were inseribed.
After living many vears separated
from the body of the Church, he has
come to spenid the evening of life
among the believers in t' at -book to
which he is so prcminent a witness.
Mr. Harris, who has a number of

as a snare of the adversary to hin- | relatives in the Territory, came from

der him from going to Salt Lake
City. Although in his 88th year he
sessed remarkable vigor and
1 th, havingdrﬁcentlyhrurked in
e garden, and du oes by the
day for some of his %Efghbol‘ﬂ; i
After visitingNewYork and calling
to visit the sacred spot from w here
the plates were taken upon which the
characters of the Book of Mormon
were engraven,l found therean aged

gentleman, 74 years old, who knew

Martin Harris, and said that he was F

knqQwn in that neighborhood as an
honest farmer, having owned a good
farm three miles from that place.
He farther said,he well remembered
the time when the Mormo=s used to
gather at Mormon Hill, as he term-

ed it, where it was said the plates
came from.

' “On the 21st of August,Martin was |

with me in Chieago, and at the
American Hotel bore testimony fo a
large number of ple, of the wvisi-
tation of the angel, ete. The follow-
ing is from the lowa State Register,
Des Moines, Aug. 26th, 1870:

“Elder enson, of Salt Lake,
tegether with Martin Harris, one of
th three witnesses of the Mormon
Bible, ealled at our sanctum yester-
day. Mr. Harris is now in his 88th
year, hale and hearty, with many
interesting things to relate in refer-
ence to the finding of the tablets of
tho testament. We shall have oc-
casion to mention some of these in
another issue.”

‘While in Des Moines, the ecapitol
of Towa; Bro. Harris had opportuni-
ty of bearing testimony to many,and
at a special meeting held in a
branch of our Church Bro. James
M. Ballinger, President, Bro. Harris
bore a stropg testimony as to view-
ing the plates, the angel’s visit, and
and visiting 'Professor Anthony,
with characters from the plates,who
after giving him a certiticate, ete.,
as to the correctness of the charac-

ters, asked him to fetch the plates
for iﬂm to see. Martin said that
they were sealed, and that an angel

had forbididen them to be exhibited.
Mr. Anthony then called for the
certificate, tore it up and consigned

= = -

‘as Egypt.”

the east under the care of Elder Ed
ward Stevenson.” .

Monday EVENING  NEWS, Sep-
tember 5th, 1870, contains the fol-
lowing: '

“SABBATH MEETINGS.—The con-
gregation in the morning was ad-
Dressed by Elder Iidward Steven-
son, Martin Harris and President
George A. Smith., In the afternoon
the time was occupied by Elder
John Taylor, the house was crowded
to overflowing.” - £

Martin Harris related an instance
that occurred during the time that
he wrote that portion of the irans-
lation of the Book of Mormon,.which
he was favored to write direct from
the m«uth of the Prophet Joseph
Smith., He said that the Prophet
possessed a seer stone, by which he
was enabled to translate as well as
from the | rim and Thummim, and
for convenience he then used the
sear stone, Martin explained the
translating as follows: By aid of the
seer stone, sentences would ap
and were rcad by-the Prophet and
written by Martin,and when finish-
ed he would #ay, “Written,” and if
correctly written, that sentence
would disappear and another appear
in its place, but if not written cor-
rectly it remained until eorrected,so
that the translation was just as it
was engraven on the plates, precise-
ly in the language then used. Mar-
tin said, after continued translation
they would beecome weary sand
would go down to the river and ex-
ercise by throwing stones out on tue
river, etc. While so doing on one
occasion, Martin found a stone very
much resembling the one used for
translating, and on resuming their
labor of translation, Martin put in
place the stone that he had found!
He said that the Prophet remained
silent unusually and intently gazing
in darkness, no traces of tl.e usual
gentences appearing. Much surpris-
ed, Joseph exclaimed, ‘Martin!
What i: the matter? All is as dark
Martin’s countenance
betrayed him, and the Frophet
asked Martin why he had done so.
Martin said, to stop the mouths of

“but said if that was required of him

taught by Paul the A
15th c¢hapter of 1et Corinthians:

1‘
fools, who had told him that the
Frophet had l» arned those sentences
and was me” aly ;epeating them, ete.

Martin said further that the seer
stone di’fered in appearance entirely
from the Urim and Thummim that
was obtained with the plates, which
weare twe clear stones set in twe
rims, very much resembled specta-

only they were larger. Martin
said there were not many pages
translated while he wrote; after
which Oliver Cowdery and others
did the writing.

Brother Harris was taught the
necessity of being rebaptized, He
said that was new doctrine to him.
Revelations  2nd chapter was ex-
plained, that those who bad lost
their first love and had fallen into
evils and snares, were called on to
‘‘repent and do their first works,”
and that rebaptism was a part of
the gospel. He claimed that he had
not been cut off from the Church,

e o

it would be manifested to him by
the spirit, Soon after his arrival in
Utah he applied for baptism, saying
that the Spirit had made known to
him that it was his duty to renew
his covenant before the Lord. !
~Hg was also taught 7, prineiple
that was new to hifi—baptism for
the dead, as taught and practised by
the ancient Saints and especlally
postle in the

‘“Else what shall they do which are
baplized -for the dead, if the dead
rise not at all, why are: they

plates, |

‘We are

He holds

then baptized for the dead?” After
consideration he came and said it
had been made known to him that
baptism for the dead was a correct
vrinciple, for he had seen his father
in vision at the foot of a ladder, and
he was above and had to go down
and help him up. In a short time
the baptismal font was prepared,and
by his request I baptized him, and
President Geo. A. Smith, and of the
Twelve Apostles, John Taylor, Wil-
ford Woodruff, Joseph F. Smith and
Orson Pratt confirmed him by the
laying on of hands, Orson Prati be-
ing mouth. Assouvn as he was con-
fismeihe returned into the fontand
was baptized for several of his deaa
friends—Fathers, grandfathers, &e,
Then his sister also was taptized for
the female relatives, and they v ere
confirmed for and in bebalf of those
whom they were baptizeax for, by
the same brethren, Jos. F. Smith
being mouth, Itwas atime of re-
joicing for all that were present.

Bro. Marlin visited many of the
wards, continuing to bear his testi-
mony both of what he had be-
held with his own eyes, and verily
knew to be true. He publicly said
that many years ago, in Ohlo, &
number of persone eombined sought
to get Martin to drink wine for the
purpose of crossing him in his testi-
mony. At the conelusion they
asked him if he really believed the
testimony that he had signed in the
ook of Mormon to be true; he re-
plied, no he did not believe it, but,
much to their surprise, he said he
kpew it to be true.

Soon after receiving his blessings
in the honse of the Lord, he went
to Smithfleld, Cache Valley, and
lived with his son until he left this
mortal life, Just before he breathed
his last he sat up in his bed holding
the Book of Mormon- in his hand
and bore his last testimony to these
who were present.

EDWARD STEVENSON.




