LDITORIALS.

JOSEPH SMITH AND CELESTIAL
MARRIAGE.

Tyt “communication from President
Joseph Smith, with the accompsnying
alliduvit of Willlawa Clayton; which we
publish in thisfissue, will be Interest-
ing to a large number of our readers.
It will tend to clear hip in the minds of
those who are not famlliar with the
detalls of the manifestations to the

Frophet Joseph 8mith on the subjeot
of celestial marrlage, some apparent

discrepancles whichi are parfectly har-
monious when correctly understood.

Therevelation on celestinl marriage
publisbed in the Doctrine and Coven-

things are given unto you for youpr
profit ‘and- your salvatlon.”—=(Doc. &
Cov..}
Under these instractions Elders bad;
50 right to promulgate amything but
that which they were authorized to
teiich. And whem asssiled by thelr en
emles and accused of practising !;hlngé'I
which were really not countensnced,
in the Thurch, they were justitied in
denying those imputations and at the
same time avolding the avowal of sucii’
doctrines as were not yet intended for
the world, Thls ceurse which the
have taken when necessary, by com
mandisent, 18 all the ground which
thelr accusers huve for charging them
with falsehood.
The doctrine of celestial marriage}
including the plarality of wives, wa
revealed to Jogeph Smith the Prophet!
by the same pdwer and from the same:
source as all the other revelations coni
‘tained io the book of Doctrine and.

; Covenants, and they stand or fall to=
apts, was given July 12th, 13844, . ]
Toe' prinipfen. 1t~ conalus, Wi |Sether, The, Chureh wis coms
ult]nll-:tjtég{, m&fé‘;g“ﬁg%md thfo Suihe |the revelatlons and 'precepts whicl,

Prophet many years betore, but not
foermulatert in writing: for the Church.
Actlog wnder instructions from the
Lord, the Prophet had several wlves
efore the date of that
revelation, and they are referred to in
There are other wmatters
spoken of in the. revelatjon that per-
tajned to the time when it was wm’“f,;
he heading, as it appedrs in the book,
B correct; vately, that the revelation
was given'on that date, slthough the
doctrines jt-contains were made xnown
aud had been acted uypon under
special instructions previous to that

sealad to him

verse I,

showing .that the statement

ate,
Thede op;

i

who deny t

teatimon
beyoud the

evidence that Joseph and Hyrum
Smjth were opposed to plural marri-

age, and that it was denied by some of
avowed

the ladies who afterwards
thelr own 'marriage to the Prophet or
to his brother Hyrum.

Bat examination of the history and
the facts wil] disclose that there is no
real contradiction between the alleged
conflicting statements, nor between
the action of Joseph and Hyrum in re-
i;"d to polygamy and the doctrines
aid down in the revelation of . July 12
ik3. Polygamy, in the ordinary snd
Aslatic sende ot the term, never was
and is not now a tenet.of the Latter-
day Saints. ‘That which Joseph and
Hyrum denonnced and for preaching
wnich without suthority an kider was
<cut off the Churchin Nauvoo, was al-
together different to the order of
celestlal marriage including a plurality

onents of plural marriage
at it was taught and prac-
tised by thie Prophet Joseph, in face of
enouyh to estei:dish any fact
o0ss1bility ot ratlonal con-
tradiction, frequently refer to the ut-
ratces of the leaders of the Church

u Nauvoo against the teachings of cer-

taln persons on polygamy; and &lso the
denials and aflldavits of several ladies
concerning polygamy and spiritual
wifeism. These statements are cited as

God would manifest through him
and this Is one of them, to the truth
of which the heavens have borne wit-
pnessat least as much as to the [divinlty
of anyothers, That Joseph practiced
what he taught and was himself the
husband of several wives in the holy
order of celestlal marriage, has been
thoroughly authenticated, and th#
affidavit of Willlam Clayton forms oae
more stronf and tmportant link in a
chaln of evldencethat is s0 complete
and convincing as to leave no room for
reasonable controversy. i
The world may not recelve the glori-
ous doctrine o©f cternal matrimony
by which husbands and wlves are
made one forever, nor the principle of
plural marriage, which is an essentid]
art of that doctrine.” But those wh
};ave come out of darkness inte light,
and have learned mow t0 know the
volce of the Good Shepherd, will see
the heauty and divinity of that com=
threbensivé revelation, and hearken to
the apirit which leads tn the way to t
contiouation of the lives, wherein arg
exaltation aud dowinlon and poser iu
the fpresence of God and His Christ
throughout the eternal uges.

of wives, which torms the subject of

the revelation.
So with that spiritual wife doctrine
which lustful men attempted te pro-
mulgate atthat period. Joseph the
Yrophet was just a3 much opposed to
that fnlge doctrine asuny one could be,
It wasa conterfeit. The trueand di-
vine order is another thipng. The er-
rors which those ladies who signed the
aftidavits deciared were rot known to
them as doctrines of the Church were
mot, ara not, and never will be part of
the creed of the Church of Jesus Clrisg
of Latter-day Saints. They were
consclentious in their statements,
Joseph and Hyrum were conslstent in
their action against the fulse
doctrines of .polyﬁamy and splritoal
wifelsm, instixated " by the devil and
.Advocated « by mea who did
not comprebend sound doctrine nor
ithe parity of the celestial marriage
which God revealed for the hollest of
purposes, 3 Ty
It has been'lregue'nlly asserted by the
enemles of the Church that Rresident
John Taylor, in France, publiciy dé-
nied that the Church entertained the
doctrine ot plara] marrisge, Invest!:
kation for the purpose of learaing fucts
wiil show that be did no such thlni;.
Directly he denied nothing; indirectly
bhe disputed the assertion that polyg-
omy and ceriain infamous doings were
part of the creed of the Church:  ln
answer to the charges he slm?ly read a
section of the Doctrine and Covenanty
relating te the subject of marriage.
Until the open enancistion ot the
doctrine of celestial marriage by the
publication of the revelation od the
subject tn 1852, no Elder was anthor-
{zed to announce it to the world. The
Almighty has revealed things on many
occasions which were for His servants
and not for the world. Jesus enjoined
His disciples on several occasionsto
.Xeep to themselyés principles that he
made known to them. And His in-
junction, **Cast not your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under
their feet and torn agaln and rend

you," bas become as familiar
& a common proverb. Ju tha
risa of the Church the Lord had

occaslon to admonish his servants in
regsrd to revelatlons that were atter-
. wards permltied to be be published:

“] gay nnto you, hold yonr peace
until I sbhall sec fit to make all things
known unto the world concerning this
matter." -

*‘And now I say unto you&

kesp these
things from golng abroa

into the

{

waorld antl! it is expedient 10 me.”"
“But a copmandment I give. unto
them that they shall not boast
selves of these things, nelther s
of them before the world, for t

edk:
ese |

B

themr |



