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regident Geo. AJinith wrote Lne following imvortant letluer

to Joseph, son of the rraghet Joseuh Smitn:

— —-\_"____,.........——-—-.._..._,_—-‘
51t Lake City, 9 Jet.is.u,

Cousin geph Smith,
Your letter from Flano of the 7th inst. wes rosaived.

ara no doubt awars tuat from the year 1853, until

)

t
masszcere, I was intimztely acquainted with jour Tathner, 2nd on such
terms of frisndshir with him as wer:> enjoyaed by but fow others,
In 1834, whoen on the Journey to liissouri, I was his armour bearsr and
stood %?grd at the tent in which was weld his Councils., I was oresent
at the organization of the High Council at Xirtland and that of lliss=-
ouri. as ordained a membar of the Bkd\ﬂigh Council of tne church
which was organized at Adam~onﬁi~éhman.

:¥ I vigited your fatner in Liberty Jjail during his incarceratios.
when he notified me that it was the will of God that I should be or-
dained one of the Twelve Apostles; after which I went on my mission to

)éigland, witlen occupiad abouﬁ twb vyaars, starting from 'The foundation
of the Lord's House" in Far Yest, Missouri, where at thefﬁazard of our
lives a feow of us racouwenced the foundation of the Temple;, whenca the
brethren of the Twelve took 1ééve.of the Daints on the 26th of April,
IB%?. At one of the first interviews thereafter with your father I
was greatly astonished at hearing from his lips that doctrine of
Patriarchal marriage, which he continued to preach to me from time to
tize. My last conversation with him on this subject occurred just
previous to my devarture from Efﬂzggﬂjiav S, 1I844) in company with

Elder +ilford Woodruff, to attend Conference in Hichigan.ﬁ\é dut
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assigned us bypour father in carrying out his instruetions to th

w

Twelve to hold conferences throughoﬁt the States, on which mission
~they were engaged 2t the time of his deatﬁ, witn the excévbtion of
Eldersﬁgigiﬂgggﬁand Toylor, who ghared his wrongs and participated
AN i

with him and-dyram in the bloody scenes enacted in.Carthage Jail.

Aqkin his last conversation, he administered a little chastize-
maat to me for not steoping forward as he had indicated in vnatrisrchal
marriagé. He assured me that the man who had many virtuous wives had
many great vrizes, thoush he admitted that the man who hed one virbtuoud
wite had one great prize. hne tesfified to mas and to my fathar that
the Lord had givaen him the keys of this sealing ordinance, and that he
felt as liberal to others as he did to himselftfxﬁe remaorked that

had given EElgham roung three wives, heber C.linn=2ll tw John Taylor
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