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true way should be made known to him; that his

sins wei'e forgiven, etc. A more elaborate and

accurate description of his vision, however, will be

found in his own history.

The next day I was at work in the field to-

gether with Joseph and my eldest brother Alvin.

Joseph looked pale and unwell, so that Alvin told

him if he was sick he need not work; he then

went and sat down by the fence, when the angel

again appeared to him, and told him to call his

father's house together «nd communicate to them

the visi(ms he had received, which he had not yet

told to any one; and promised him that if he

would do so, they would believe it. He accord-

ingly asked us to come to the house, as he had

something to tell us. After we were all gather-

ed, ne arose and told us how the angel appeared

to him; what he had told him as written above;

and that the angel had also given him a short ac-

count of the inhabitants who formerly resided

upon this continent, a full history of whom he said

was engraved on some plates which were hidden,

and which the angel promised to show him. He
continued talking to us sometime. The whole

family were melted to tears, and believed all he

said. Knowing that he was very young, that he
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had not enjoyed the advantages of a common edu-

cation; and knowing too, his whole character and

disposition, they were convinced that he was

totally incapable of arising before his aged par-

ents, his brothers and sisters, and so solemnly giv-

ing utterance to anything but the truth. All of

us, therefore, believed him, and anxiously awaited

the result of his visit to the hill Cumorah, in

search of the plates containing the record of which

the angel told him. He went, and upon his re-

turn told us that in consequence of his not obeying

strictly the commandments which the angel had

given him, he could >t obtain the record until

four years from that time.

During this four years, I spent my time work-

ing on the farm, and in the different amusements

of the young men of my age in the vicinity. I

vv^as quite wild and inconsiderate, paying no atten-

tion to religion of any kind, for which I received

frequent lectures from my mother and my brother

Joseph. He occupied himself part of the time

working on the farm, and part of the time in

Pennsylvania where he courted a young lady by

the name of Emma Hale, whom he afterwards

married. At the end of the appointed time he

•went and obtained the plates which were pointed


