He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches,—Jesus Christ,

Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers af her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues,—~A Voice from Heaven.
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Privathood from Adam to Sosepb.

In calling the attention of our readers
to those impertant personages, who have
received the Priesthood, we cannot do
Justice to the subject without tracing
it from the beginning, and showing the
power which the Priesthood has bestow-
ed upon all who “have been endowed

with 1it.

What is a Prophet of God, a Seer, a
Revwlator? or who are such men as
Noah, Moses, Abraham, Christ, the first
Apostles, Joseph Smith, and the Apos-
tles and Prophets of this last dispensation ?
What is their relative position to God our
Father in heaven, and what is due to them
from the different generations of men to
whom they have been sent? These are ques-
tions which have always been of great im-

ce to mankind, and to no portion
of them more so than to the present
neration. We do not profess the nhiH:;
to answer these questions in full. To do
80 would require a complete knowledge
of the f salvation in all its operations,
from the time it was decided upon in the
councils of heaven down to tﬁnwinding
up scene of the last days. This know-
ledge man has attained to only in a very
limited degree.

The terms Prophet, Seer, and Revela-

«tor convey such vague and indefinite ideas
to the minds of some, that we will endea-
vour to reflect a little light upon the sub-

Ject, that the Saints may the better ap-
preciate their own position, and that of
E{T; ,wligh are ﬂt:ver them in the Priest-
: en can more see

the necessity of :{ﬂking merﬁln'mg ‘the
path marked out for them as only
way of eternal life. :
Surg l‘ru‘)heu bhave been sent to

urge the ¢ to repentance, and de-
clltlgr‘; the E:;gments uﬂkmings which
the Almighty has had in store for
them, a to foretell future events
as the Spirit of revelation has shown
them to the vision of their minds.
Others have been sent, not only to
warn and prophesy, but endowed “with
all the power n to bring to
pass the events which they predicted.
From the very limited account of the
Priesthood contained in the Bible, we do
not learn that there was ever a time when
there was not a man upon the earth who
held the keys of revelation and pro -
from Adam down to the last of thou
:e;#;ﬂu ﬁ;\f iJm Christ. !u;:h E“ have
ormed Important parts in the t
lan of redemption, and have heltf the
eys of life to the generations of

men in which they lived, and will continue

forever to hold the im rtant
which they occupied, with a mnt.lnual in-

crease of power out eternity, un-
less the rggnht to do so was forfdi{;ﬂby
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some act of disobedience while they were
on the earth.

All men who have been, are now,
or in time to come will be, endowed
with the powers of the holy Priesthood,
have received it, or will reeeive it, in
succession from their predecessors, and
the works of one and all are necessary
for each other’s perfection. Were the
minds of men wunveiled, so that the
powerful influences which those holding
the Priesthood exert upon the destinies

of the world could be clearly seen, the
necessity of keeping their counsels, and
working righteousness, would be forced
upon the understandings of men, instead
of their being left, as is now the case,
to act upon their free agency to choose
simply between right and wrong.
riesthood is unlimited, being * with-
out beginning of days or end of years.”
It includes all the great truths and prin-
ciples of the Godhead. It circumscribes
the powers of the universe. Every
principle which tends to exaltation, in-
crease, and dominion belongs to it. It
involves the principles on which all mat-

ter is organized throughout the dominions
of the Elmight}, and on which creations |
will continue to exist and increase forever.

When the Melchisedek Priesthood is
bestowed upon man, it endows him with
the power to learn practically those things
which exalt the Gods, and which will %t.
him for their society. The greatest bles-
sing pertaining to this Priesthood is the
power of uating eternal lives, and
of an infinite increase in all the vast
variety of organizations which are spread
out in the created worlds around us. And
thus, those who have received this power
of ession have continued to succeed
each other in one eternal round of increase,
exaltation, and dominion.

The most perfect obedience to those
who are before them, is rendered by all
who receive these exalted blessings. “?hen
a new world is ushered into existence,
teeming with its millions of animated be-
ings, sH the Giods rejoice in the addition to
their glory, for the bonds of the FEternal
Pri so perfectly blend their interests
together, that selfishness is unknown, and
perfect harmony reigns in all the vast ac-
cumulations of worlds. The path which
leads to these exalted conditions is the
one that Apostles and Prophﬁ of for.-

mer days walked d this Priest-
hood.wﬁah e,

circumseribes all things, is |

ADAM TO JOSEPH,

the same that was bestowed upon them,
and with which Joseph, Brigham, and all
the other Apostles and Prophets of this
our day are endowed.

This great chain, or succession of
Priesthood, has been extended from the
celestial worlds down to man in his low
estate, that he may also be exalted in like
manner as those who have gone before
him. The ordinances of the Priesthood
have been tanght to men in various periods
of time, and have been as variously esteem-

ed, profited by, or rejected. Some have
perverted them and gone down to perdi-

- tion, while others, through obedience, have
- received the keys of the resurrection, and

entered into their glory.

The labours of those who are diligent
in the callings of the Priesthood, continu-
ally increase, that their powersmay develop
by being properly exercised. Men will in<
herit the fruits of their labours, whether
they be or evil ; therefore the wicked
will be the authors of their own calami-
ties, and the works of the righteous will
be their greatest reward.

We will now show how this eternal
Priesthood was handed down from the
celestial kingdom to the inhabitants of
this terrestrial world. The Mosaic ac-
count of the creation states that, after
the earth bad been prepared, “ there was
not a man to till the ground.” This was
not the only, nor perhaps the greatest, de-
ficiency. There was no one to commence
and carry out the order of the highet
spheres, There was no one to e of
mortality, and propagate the race of the
GGods in a descending scale, that their
spiritual children might become beings
of tabernacle, and receive all knowledge
in a school of experience. It is evident
that for this t purpose Adam and
Eye were p upon the earth, from the
fact, that the first and most prominent
command given them was to increase and

mukltl;_'y.
After Adam and Eve had partaken of
the seeds of mortality, it appears from the
Scriptures that the Gops held a council
on the subject. We read in Gen. iii. 22—
“ And Tue Loro Gobp said, Behold, the
man has become as one of us, to know
good and evil.”

From this we learn that Adam was
ot vus. luovis g e o -y A

viously s ut W
Eﬂ of Jéood and evil was that which
would exalt him among the Gods; and
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then that his resemblance to the Gods
might be complete, Tue Lorp Gob
bestowed the right to exercise full power
and dominion over the earth, and all its
creations,

“And God said unto them, Be firuitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over the
fish of tga sea, and nﬁii vggi fowl of t;:h;:
air; and over ev thing
moveth upon the ﬂh'—ﬁ-m. i28. If
Tue Lorp Gon has ever withdrawn from
Father Adam the authority here bestowed
upon him, He has not seen fit to make it
known to the world. While there is no-
thing to refute, the whole tenor of reve-
lation substantiates, the supposition, that
Adam has continued to bear rule over the
earth, and control the destinies of his
never-ending posterity., From the time
he received his commission in the Garden
of Eden, he has been labouring diligently
to fulfil the instructions there {v&n him
by Tue Lorp Gob concerning his domi-
n{nns, and tobring them under subjection
to his will. This will be fully accom-
plished when every knee shall bow, and
every tongue confess that he is the God
z;tmv;’hule hﬁr% &n ‘Eiln the words

r when speaki
of Adam, be fully realized—¢ He is our
Father and our , and the only God
with whom WE have to do.” Having
now observed how Adam the first man
became a God, we inquire why may not
millions of his children receive the same
Godlike knowledge and power? The Apos-
tles, Prophets, and Seers, who have lived on
the earth since the days of Adam, have
been a succession of inhlﬁmoeu, who by
doing the will of the her receive
of His glory, and become the heirs of His
increasing dominions.

God saw that among Ilis numerous
posterity of spirits there were some more
noble than others, and therefore capable of
assuming greater responsibilities, and per-
forming more important in the great
work of redemption. These He fore.or-

1

dained and set to the work
a on the earth the lineage

the Priesthood. Hlvingmn ordained
in the Spirit, and bei irs according |
to the flesh, they came forth pmgnd to
enter upon the work designed, inberit the
fruits thereof, and partake of the same
glory and exaltation asthe Father Erlt

among these noble sons stands the Lord

ADAM TO JOSEPH, 105-

Jesus Christ. The heir - by birthright of |

his Father’s kingdom, he has proved him-

self worthy of his high vocation, by nobly

offering to become the sacrifice that was-
necessary for the redemption of his Fa.
ther’s family. Therefore on him the Fa-
ther has bestowed the keys of salvation,
and the powers of the resurrection, to
unlock the gates of death. On him de-
volved the great crowning work of re-
demption, and the meridian of time was
‘nlppmnted for the sacrifice. This same
esus was a man like unto other men,

and attained his exaltation by suffering
all things, that he might urarn{:me them,

and has ascended to power at the right
hand of the Father.

Next to Jesus Christ in the scale of .
Godlike intelliﬁm are his brethren—

holy men who

ve fai _ X
the work assi them in Father’s

kingdom, and have received the fruits of
their labours as an everlasting inheritance,
and thereby become heirs of God and
joint heirs with Jesus Christ. These men
move and act independent of all others, in
their sphere, and are responsible to none
but the Lord Jesus who sent them.

The Lord has seen fit, in these days, to
raise the vail a little which obscures our
vision, by revealing to us the position now
oceupied by some of those ancient wor-
thies who lived on the earth previous to
his coming. In a Revelation given to
the Pmrghet Joseph, on Celestial Marriage,
the Lord, speaking of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, says, “ And because they did none
other things than that which they were
mmmnndeﬁ,' they have entered into their

exaltations, according to the promises,

and sit upon thn:ngen; and pm not

Angels, but are Gons.” All who live

on the earth, and faithfully work ri

eousness, as did those ancient ﬁm

will receive like blessings of power and
of

TR
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purify, and exalt them, also, to like power
‘What was mdpmim?: of the former-
Apostles an Prc% ets, when th
on the earth? This questiunwg
of great importance to those to
whom they were sent, and is so to us in-
asmuch as the and the present are
connected. eir position then was
the same as that of the Apostles and
Prophets of this day. These men have
held. and still hold, keys of salvation
and restitution to the men of their day and
generation, and it is only through their
administration that the Priesthood has
been again restored to the earth, and
that man can now attain to eternal life.
Righteom men have been sent to teach,
de, and govern mankind, according to
e laws of this Priesthood, and all who
will not follow their counsels must suffer
the consequences of their disobedience. |
‘The Lord commanded Noah to preach
i to the antediluvians, and
the event that obedience to his
counsels was the only way of salvation to
them, for they were destroyed in the
flesh, and their spirits were cast into
li-':m“ until the day of their visitation,
e Lord called Moses to be His agent in
delivering Israel from bondage, and to
teach them His laws and ordinances in the

&gk
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THE CITY OF ST, LOUIS,

?ﬂdm ?nd alil:hah$y to obtain salva-
tion daily, in t ourneyings, and
prepare to enJl:‘:E its 'bfeuaingn iﬁ their
next estate. e Lord honoured His
servant then, as He always will, for He
would condescend to talk with none of all
that mi%:nty host except Moses. When
the people would not listen to his counsels
the Lord, in His displeasure, chastened
them with afflictions until they repented
and rend obedience.
The of Noah and Moses in their
day, is, essentially, that of every Pro-
het and Revelator who has lived, or will
ive, on the earth, To reject their coun-
sels is to reject the only way of salvation.
Without such men to teach the laws and
ordinances of eternal life, no man can at-
tain to a celestial Elory The Jews and
es, jecting t com t
uma wnyl:?ulva%inn to the:Emlvei and
their chi for many generations, not
to be open again until they have paid in
prison the mlty of their transgressions.
We will leave this interesting sub-
ject for the present. We are fully aware
that we have only touched on a few of its
important points, and we shall endeavour
to take up in the next number of the Star
these same principles, as applicable to
the Prophet Joseph Smith I.Il(f is history.

(7o be continued.)

@l ity of 5t Lo,

T8 ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES IN REFERENCE TO BOTH SAINTS AND SINNERS,

This city bas become much celebrated

throughout the world among the Latter-
day Saints, Ithngenu;;lnq)mngud-
ed as a sink-hole of n and iniqui-
ty, and the first and last advice to those

igrating to this land has been, to be-
ware of the apostate spirit that reigns un-
bridled in th?m ,agrhich hungurbean
given without reasons.

of 8t. Louis, and measurably interested in

Isles, and present, ce, more in-

teresting features those generally
disel to view.

St. Louis dil 1:.“ fine, arlud flourish-
ing city, an em
ﬁgmmyhnndmdnmd m
brethren, who have here in a short time
made a ﬂd outfit for the gathering
places of the Saints.  This city has been
an asylum for our from fifteen to
twenty years. are few Pnblie
buildings of any eration in this city



