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4. 2 Peter 1:19.
5. 2 Peter 1:16-18.
6. Matthew 17:1-9.

7 Because there is no source yet found to document the following
words, apparently the Church historians, taking the words “rough stone
roling down hill”" as a clue that the Prophet was making a self-characteriza-

tion, expanded this to read,

I am like a huge, rough stone rolling down from a high mountain;
and the only polishing I get is when some corner gets rubbed off by
coming in contact with something else, striking with accelerated force
against religious bigotry, priest-craft, lawyer-craft, doctor-craft, lying
editors, suborned judges and jurors, and the authority of perjured
executives, backed by mobs, blasphemers, licentious and corrupt men
and women—all hell knocking off a corner here and a corner there. Thus
I will become a smooth and polished shaft in the quiver of the
Almighty, who will give me dominion over all and every one of them,
when their refuge of lies shall fail, and their hiding place shall be
destroyed, while these smooth-polished stones with which I come in
contact become marred. )

Apparently the Church historians recalled that Joseph Smith on this orsome

other occasion made such an autobiographical statement. For whatever
reason, they felt justified in inserting this long statement in order to round
out the discourse prior to publication. It is obvious though that it would
have been impossible for them to recover his exact words more than a
decade after the discourse was delivered. The next two notes also deal with
considerable expansion of the original text of his discourse. However, in
these two cases what was involved was the fleshing out of what were then
apparently well known anecdotes and not original concepts by the Prophet.

8. The anecdote of “Columbus and the eggs” referred to in the text,
was fleshed out by the Church historians as followers:

1 break the ground; 1lead the way like Columbus when he was invited
to a banquet where he was assigned the most honorable place at the
table, and served with the ceremonials which were observed towards
sovereigns. A shallow courtier present, who was meanly jealous of
him, abruptly asked him whether he thought that in case he had not
discovered the Indies, there were not other men in Spain who would
have been capable of the enterprise? Columbus made no reply, but took
an egg and invited the company to make it stand on end. They all
attempted it, but in vain; whereupon he struck it upon the table soas to
break one end, and left it standing on the broken part, illustrating that
when he had once shown the way to the new world nothing was easier

than to follow it.

See the previous note.
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9. The expansions of the original texts (referred to i i

notes) deal with the theme of relugctance—th(e reluctan?:::);}:)et}f’erfsv :g‘;ict:] 2
Joseph' Smith’s teachings. Had the Church historians provided a}.)n
expansion of “Ladder and rainbow” in the same general theme as given in
tbe previous two notes, it probably would not have been a bad guess. For in
his 11 June _1843 discourse, Joseph Smith apparently referred ;o this
anecdote again. However, again the original text does not convey the
com;')lgte thought, though its context is within the same general th};me

S?ecmcally, the text (as we have it) says, “I would make you think I ‘
climbing a ladder when I was climbing a rainbow.” e

10. Comparison made between 2 Peter 1:1, 5-7 and 2 Peter 1:10.
11. 2 Peter1:2, 3.

12. Another allusion to the conce i
pt of the eternality of the marria;
covenant. See note 30, this discourse, and 16 July 1843 (2), notes 7 and 10 5

13. Acts 1:25.

14. 1 Corinthians 15:41-42.

15. 1Kings 2:1-11 (cf. Hebrews 11:5); D&C 110:13.
16. Matthew 7:23.

17. 2 Peter 1:16.

18. 2 Peter 1:19.

19. D&C124:41.

20. 2 Peter 1:1-9.

21. 2 Peter 1:10-11.

22. Psalm 110:1.

23. 2 Corinthians 12:1-4; D&C 76:5-10, 114-18.
24. See note 30, this discourse.

25. 2 Peter 1:10-11.

26. 2 Peter 1:16-19.

27.‘ Comparison between 2 Peter 1:17 and 2 Peter 1:19. This definition
of mak‘mg one’s calling and election sure, the definition given in the 27 June
1839 discourse, and the material at note 31 of this discourse are the clearest
and most precise explanations of this important spiritual experience

28. Confirmation of D&C 132:26-27.
29. Abraham 3:26-28.
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more all we There are two Keys, one key knowledge. the other make
you Calling & election sure, for if you do these things you shall
never fall for so an entrance shall be administered unto you
abundently into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord & Savior Jesus
Christ.?” We made known unto you the power & coming of our Lord
& S. J. Christ were Eye witnesses of his Majesty when he received
from God the Father honor & glory when there came such a voice to
him from the excellent glory, this is my beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased. this voice which came from heaven we heard when we
were with him in the holy Mount. We have also a more sure word of
prophecy whereunto give heed until the day Star arise in your
hearts® thiss-It is one thing to receive knowledge by the voice of
God, (this is my beloved Son &c.) & another to Know that you
yourself will be saved, to have a positive promise of your own
Salvation is making your Calling and Election sure. viz the voice of
Jesus saying my beloved thou shalt have eternal life.27 Brethren
until you get this evidence. FTake heed both

28

never cease strugling
before and after obtaining this more sure word of Prophecy.

Franklin D. Richards “’Scriptural Items”

Joseph said may 21st Sabbath Salvation is for a man to be saved
from all his enemies The 1st chap of 2d Peter is hints of things which.
are nowhere written. There are things which pertain to the Glory of
God & heirship of God with Christ which are not where written i
the Bible spirits of the eternal world are diverse from each other as
here in their dispositions Aspiring Ambitious &c Asmanisliableto.
enemies there as well as here it is necessary for him to be placed
beyond their power in order to be saved. This is done by our taking
bodies (keeping our first estate)*® and having the Power of the
Resurrection pass upon us whereby we are enabled to gain the k
ascendancy over the disembodied spirits ‘
The mortification of satan consists in his not being permitt

a body. He sometimes gets possession of a body but when the
proven authorities turn him out of Doors he finds it was not his but

a stolen one
Our covenants® here are of no force one with another except made

ed to take

in view view of eternity.

11 June 1843 209
James Burgess Notebook

he ;;:2 C(;h;pi;r second Episfle of Peter. The first four verses are
anlock the whole subjec. Fis et 1y e ko 2 1
ho . what is the knowledge
ISaeS(;c;:i x:{: r1Is1 11t< to make our calling and election sure.gThoiidGa(;dci
. o o aG e é)lgr calling and election sure. Ans, it is to obtain
i promise fro wo(gd (;r myself that I shall have Eternal life. that is
like precious faith wig'l g\?rfllzzy ;Il)olzlt: : I:“N ast W?)temg ity
io . s First to be seal i
l’I;Ieoz ;ilglta(:fé)rlomls.e .that is the testimony of Jesus Seczi(‘iﬂ }11?‘;};:
oo e hat oly fSpmt; Ans except a man be born again he cannot
hespirih fc :rrli 0t God; §econd except a man be born of water and
it rpiithe ¢ Obto' enter u?to the Kingdom of God *2 Ques. What is
Loran ain salva-tlon Ans, Itis to triumph over every foe o
ar above all enemies for the last enimey to conquor is deatl:

and untill that is done vou h :
Prophet. Nauvoo. you have not obtained salvation J. Smith

Wilford Woodruff Journal

addrA lal('ige Congfegation of Saint assembled at the temple & w
essed by President Joseph Smith upon the same subject that }?2

SpOke LlpOIl at Llrlla on t}le 14tll in Wlllch was Illte] eSt]ll n t e
g 1 h

Levi Richards Diary

preag{::[{ fré:)ttenlde(:i Meeting at the Temple P. Joseph Smith
m ap. 2d Peter “we h
prophesy &C” spoke about two hours. ave a more sure word of

11 June 1843 (Sunda i
: inday Morning). Temple Stand.!
Joseph Smith Diary, by Willard Richafds e

10 A. M. at the Tem
ple Stand. H b -
Matthew. P. P. Pratt Prayed. Singing‘_ymn y the Quire. Read 23

M .
L rOua}t]t. fB. 37. Subject presented me since I come in this house.—
gh stone, the sound of the hammer & chisel was never he.e;rd
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