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Messenger and Advoceate. Another conference will be hell on Friday, the Sth
of June, next, at Elder Winslow Farr's, 1u "Jharlﬂ-

ton, Orleans Co. Vi. Friday awd Saturday will be

KIRTLAND, OHIO, DECEMBER, 151,

TT Frem the West.—The following is an-extraet-
ed paragraph from the Measage of the Governor of
Missouri, to the Legislatare of that Suate, wow in
session. We give it to our readers for the purpose
of showing, that the cause of the ofilicted, in the
“Fur West"” does not eseape notice. 'We did not re-

cive this official doeument until a short time before |

our paper went to press, conscquently, ure hindered

from making lengthy comaments.  Six things are cer-

tain, however, from the face of this paragraph:
First, The Govervor has said that a portion of the

citizens organized for the purpose of expelling other |

penceable citizens from their hoines;

Second, That in thic following November they ef-
feeted their purpose, “ret however without the loss of
several lives!!™

Third, That an attempt has been made to bring the
mob Lo justice, but to no effeet:

Fourth, That it is believed that none professing
that system of faith held to by the people called “Mor-
mons,” can be protected from violence in Jackson
County:

Fifth, That they are not permitted to take posses-
eion of their homes; and

Sixth, That it is for the Legislatare “‘to determine
what amendments the laws may require sp a8 1o
puard against such aets of violence for the future!!!”

One thing, and only one, i3 wanting to put matters
in a train for the restoration of this afilicted people
to their own land—Tfor the Legislature to “amend,”
or make provision in the law, 1o esuard against the
outrage of mobs, hereafter—when this is done, vio-
{enee, in that land ecases forever!

With the majority of that Legislature we are un-
acquainted, but we know that there are individuals
in that body, who are intelligent and patriotic; and
we cannot believe that it will dissolve witjjout inves-
tizating this shameful and disgraceful outrage, and
making that provision, so highly needful, for the
aafety and quietness of that country.—Editer. ,

“In July, 1533, a large portion of the citizens of

“Jackson county organized themselves, and entered
“intn resolutions to expel from that county, a reli-
“gious sect called Mormons, who had become pb-
“poxious to them. In November following they ef-
“fected their objeet, not however without the loss
“of several lives. In the judicial enguiry into these
“outrages, the eivil authorities whe had cognizance
“of them, deemed it proper to have a military guard

“‘for the ‘pu rpose of giving protection during the pro-

“gress of the trials.,  This was ovdered, and the At-

‘“yorney General was requested to give his attentian

“during the investigation, both of which were per- |

“formed, but all to no purpnse. As yet none have
“‘been punished for these outrages, and it is believed
“that under our present laws, conviction for any vi-
“olence committed upon a Mormon, eannot be had
“in Jackson county, These unfortunate people are
s‘now forbidden to take possegsion of their homes
“and the principal part of them, I am informed, are
$eat thiz time living in an adjoining county, in e
“ereont measure, upon the charity of its ritizens.—
“Tt is for vouto determine what amendments the
“laws may require so a8 to guard against such acts
“of violence for the future.”

o

Conference motices—A conference of the elders of
the chureh of the Latter Dav Saints, will be held at
Freedom, Cattarangus Co. N. Y. commencing, Fri-
day, the 3rd day of April, 1535, Friday and Satur-
day will be necupied by the elders in transacting such
business of the chureh as may be presented, and on
Sundav the 5th, public preachine may he expeeted,

occupied in church business, and the Sabbath follow-
ing, instructions in the gospel will be given—Editor.
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DIvD .
In thig town, an the Ih in=t. CORNELITUS W.
CAMFIELD, sou of Mr. SAMUEL CAMFIELD,
aged 9 years. \

F-ll-+—

LETTER IIL

To W. W. Phelps, Esq.

DeAsr BroTHER;—

_ After a silence
of another month, agreeably to my
promise, [ proceed upon the subject |
proposed in the first No. of the Advo-
cate. Perhaps an apology for brevity
may not be improper, here, as many
important incidents consequently trans-
piring in the organization and estab-
lishing of a society like the one whoso
history I am aboutto give to the world,
are overlooked or lost, and soon buri-
od with those who were the actors, will
prevent my giving those minute and
particular reflections which I have so
often wished might have characterized
the “Acts of the apostles,” and the an-
cient saints. But such facts as are
within my knowledge, will be given,
without any reference to inconsisten-
cies, in the minds of others, or impos-
sibilities, in the feelings of such as do
not give credence to the system of sal-
vation and redemption so clearly set
forth and so plainly written over the
face of the sacred scriptures:

Upon the propricty, then, of a nar-
rative of this kind, I have briefly to
remark: It is known to you, that this
ehurch has suffered reproach and perse-
cution, fram a majority of mankind who
have heard but a rumor, since its first
organization. And further, yauare also
conversant with the fact, that no soon-
er had thec messengers of the fulness
of the gospel, began to proclaim its
heavenly precepts, and call upon men
to embrace the same, than they were

|

vilified and slandered by thousands
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who never saw their faces, and much
less knew aught derogatory of their
“characters, moral or religious—Upon
this unfair and unsaint like manner of
procedure they have been giving in
large sheets their own opinions of  the

incorrectness of our system, and ai-

tested volumes of our lives and char-
acters, |

Since, then, our opposers huvc: been
thus kind to introduce our cause before

the public, it is no more than just that

a correct account should be given; and

since they have invariably songht to
cast a shade over the truth, and hinder
its influence from gaining ascendency,

it isalso proper that it should be vin-

dicated, by laying before the world a
correct _statement of events as they
have transpired from time to time.

subjeet, T refer you to His communica-
tion of the same, published in . this pa-
I shall, therefore, pass over that,

|

per.
till' 1 come to the 15th year of his life.

1t is_mecessary to  premisc this. ac-
count by relating the situation of the
public mind relative to religion, at this
time: One Mr. Lane; apresiding El-
der of the Methodist church, visited
Palmyra, and vicinity. Elder Lane
was a tallented man possessing a good
endowments, and

There was

share of literary

upparcnt humility,
great awakening, or excitement rais-
ed on the subject of religion, and mueh
enquiry for the word of life. Large
additions were made to the Methodist,
P resbyterian, and Baptist churches.—
{Mr. Lane’s manner of communica-

a

i

tion was peculiarly ealculated to awa-

Whethcrl shall succeed so far in|ken the intellect of tlw hearer, and

sny purpose as to convince the public [ arouse’the sinner to look about him for
of the incorrectness of those scurulous | safety—much good instruction was al-
reports which have inundated our land, | ways drawn from his discourses on
or even but a sma]l portion of them, |the sc.rnpturea, and in common with
 will be better ascertained when I close others, our” brother’s mind became
than when I commence; and I am|awakened.

content to submit it before the candid| Fora iength of tune the reformation
for pcrua_a.l, & before the Judge of all seemed to move in a harmonious man-

for inspection, as I most assuredly be-
lieve that before mim I must stand and

ner, but, as the excilement ceased, or
those who had expressed anxieties, had

answer for the deeds transacted i in this | professed a beliefin the pardoning in-

life.

fluence and condescension of the Sav-

Should I however, be mstrumcntai jor, a general struggle was made by

in causing a few to hear before they
judge, and understand both sides of this
‘matter before they .eondemn, [ shall
have fhe satisfaction of seeing them

embraecit, as I am certain that one is
the inevitable fruit of the other. But to

proceed:
You will reeolleet that - informed

you, in my letter published in the first |

No. of the Messenger and Advocate,
that this history would n&msu.ﬁly
embrace the life and character of our
estcemed {riend and brother, J. Ssmrn
Jr. one of the presidents of thischurch,
and for information on that part of the

e Shb b i

the leading characters of the different
sccts, for proselytes. Then strife seem-
ed to take the place of that apparent
union and harmony which had previ-
ously characterized the moves and ex-
hortations of the old professors, and a
cry—l am right—you are wrong—
was introduced in their stead.

In this general strife for followers,
his mother, one sister, and two of his
natural brothers, w&re persuaded to
unite with the Presbyterians. This
gave opportunity for further reflection;
|and as will be seen in the sequel, laid
a foundation, or was one means of lay-
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ing-a foundation for the attestation of’

the truths, or professions of truth, eon-
tained in that record called the word of
Grod.

Alter strong solicitations to unite
with one of those different socioties,
and seeing  the apparent proselyting
dispesition . manifested.. - with- -equal

warmth {réom each, his mind was led |

to more seriously contemplate the im-

portance of @ move of this kind.  To
~ profess godliness without its benign in-
fluence upon the heart, was @ thing so
foreign from his feelings, that his spir-
iL was not at rest day nor night. 'To
unite: with a. society professing to be
huilt upon the only sure foundation,

and that profession be a vain one, was |

caleulated, in its very nature, the more | ginid O -
' | From the communications of the el-

it was contemplated, the more to' arouse
the mind to the serious consequences

of moving hastily, in a course fraught |

with eternal realitics. Tosay he was
right, and still be wrong, could not prof-
ity ‘and amid so many, some must be

built upon the sand.
Au this situation where could he go?

If he went to one he was told they
“were right, and all others . were wrong
—I[f to another, the same was heard
from those:  All' professed to be 'the.
true chureh; and if not théy were cer-.
tainly hypocritical, because, if ‘I am
presented with asystem of religion, and
enquire of my teacher whether it is
correct, and he informs me that he is
not eertain, he acknowledges at once
that he is teaching ‘without authority,
and acting without & commission!

- Ifone professed a degree of authority
or preference in consequence of age
or right, and that superiority was with-
out evidence, it was insufficient tocon-
vince a mind once aroused to that
~ degree of determination which at that

time operated wpon him. And upen'

farther reflecting, that the Savior had
said that the gate was straight and the
way narrow that lead o life eternal,

and that few entered there; and that
|the way was broad, and the gate wido
which lead te destruction, and that ma-
ny erowded its current, a proof from
some source was wanting to settle the
mind and give peace to the agitated
bosom. It is not frequent that the
mands of men are excrcised with prop-
per determination relative to obtaining
a certainty of the things of God.—

They are too apt to ' rest short of that
assurance which the ' Liord Jesus has so
freely oficred in his ‘word to man, and
which' so beautifully characterizes his

whole plan of salvation, as revealed to

LS.
——

A SUMMARY

ders, and others. | _
g Agmenbly to a notice in our last we
?,gitrﬁ in this number a summary of the
intelligence received at this office for a
length of time, not inserted heretofore.
Brethren E. Barns and O. Kilborn,
of Troy, Bradford Co. Pa. write un«
der date of Oct. 27, of the situation of
the church in that place. There were
28 members formerly in that church,
but they now number only 20, some
previously having gone to the West.—
They inform us that there are enemies
to the cause of truth in that country,
who scek to oppose .its mighty influ-
encd; but this is'difficult: though they
may so far succeed as to hinder some
froma coming into the Messiah’s king-
dom, yet the time will roll on when
falsehoods  will bé chased away, and
the pure rays of righteousness enlight-
en the hearts of themeek. The saints
have only te' walk agreeably to their
own profession, and the chain of the
adversary will be severed. There has

been one of late received by m
into that branch of the church. If any
of the travelling elders are passing that
way they would do well to call. sl’bey

| close by saying:

SER.





