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21. Selected Church Policies and Guidelines
21. Selected Church  

Policies and G
uidelines

to be used to promote or imply endorsement of 
such gatherings.

21.1.41 Taxable Activities
Ward and stake leaders ensure that local 

Church activities do not jeopardize the Church’s 
tax-exempt status. For guidelines, see 21.2.

21.1.42 Temple Clothing and Garments
Endowed members are encouraged to pur-

chase their own temple clothing for use when per-
forming temple ordinances. This sacred clothing 
may be purchased through Church Distribution 
Services. Some temples also have temple cloth-
ing available for rent. If a temple does not have 
rental clothing, members need to bring temple 
clothing with them. 

Members may make their own temple aprons 
only if they use the approved apron embroidery 
and sewing kit that is available through Church 
Dis tribution Services. Other temple ceremonial 
clothing may not be made. Nor may temple gar-
ments be made.

Church members who have been clothed with 
the garment in a temple have taken upon them-
selves a covenant obligation to wear it accord-
ing to the instructions given in the endowment. 
The garment provides a constant reminder of 
the covenants made in a temple. When properly 
worn, it provides protection against temptation 
and evil. Wearing the garment is also an outward 
expression of an inward commitment to follow 
the Savior.

Endowed members should wear the temple 
garment both day and night. They should not  
remove it, either entirely or partially, to work in 
the yard or for other activities that can reason-
ably be done with the garment worn properly 
beneath the clothing. Nor should they remove 
it to lounge around the home in swimwear or 
immodest clothing. When they must remove the 
garment, such as for swimming, they should put 
it back on as soon as possible.

Members should not adjust the garment or 
wear it contrary to instructions in order to ac-
commodate different styles of clothing. Nor 
should they alter the garment from its authorized 
design. When two-piece garments are used, both 
pieces should always be worn.

The garment is sacred and should be treated 
with respect at all times. Garments should be 
kept off the floor. They should also be kept clean 
and mended. After garments are washed, they 
should not be hung in public areas to dry. Nor 

should they be displayed or exposed to the view 
of people who do not understand their signifi-
cance.

Members who have made covenants in the 
temple should be guided by the Holy Spirit to 
answer for themselves personal questions about 
wearing the garment.

To dispose of worn-out temple garments, 
members should cut out and destroy the marks. 
Members then cut up the remaining fabric so it 
cannot be identified as a garment. Once the marks 
are removed, the fabric is not considered sacred.

To dispose of worn-out temple ceremonial 
clothing, members should destroy the clothing 
by cutting it up so the original use cannot be 
recognized.

Members may give garments and temple 
clothing that are in good condition to other wor-
thy endowed members. The bishop can identify 
those who might need such clothing. Under no 
circumstances should members give garments  
or temple ceremonial clothing to Deseret Indus-
tries, bishops’ storehouses, or charities.

Information about ordering temple clothing 
or ordering garments for those in special circum-
stances (such as members serving in the military, 
members who are bedfast, or members with dis-
abilities) is provided in Handbook 1, 3.4. 

21.1.43 Travel Policies
See 13.6.24.

21.2 Policies on Using Church Buildings 
and Other Property

Church buildings and other property are to  
be used for worship, religious instruction, and 
other Church-related activities. Church property 
should not be used for commercial or political 
purposes, which would violate laws that permit 
its tax exemption. Nor may property be used for 
other purposes that would violate these laws. 
The following list provides examples of uses that 
are not approved:
 1. Renting or leasing Church facilities for com-

mercial purposes.
 2. Promoting business ventures or investment 

enterprises, including posting commercial 
advertising or sponsoring commercial enter-
tainment.

 3. Buying, selling, or promoting products, ser-
vices, publications, or creative works or dem-
onstrating wares.


