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WisE men in newspaperdom, and in
varions parts of the political world are
constantly predicting that the ties be-
tween GYeat Britain and her colonial
possessions are being gradually and
surely loosened, and that between her
and Canada, Australia and some othersg
they Wwill soon be severed.  BSueh
a severance would be nothing to
wondered at when the enormous ex-
tent of her territory,—now estimated at
eight million. square miles wita two
hundred millions of people;—is consi- |
dered.. Bub _.a regefit transaction in
real estate, concluded between that
country and Holland, seems to show
thatas far as Great Britain herself is
considered; there is no present’ intens.
tion of decreasing the number of acres
and miles over which the union jack
triumphantly wavee. | &

We allude now to the cession by Hol-
land to England of the large island in |
the Pacific ocean, of New Q(Guinea,
which since 1828 has been a Datch col-
m:jy, but has never been of any special
v

to { , government; and, al-
thotigh one of the largest islhada i the
_‘ﬁ:& comparatively u_wn:
Enown land, a8 white men lhiave never
enetrated to -the  ingterior. The in-
abitants are of a very low negro type,
and little better than ‘savages in many
respects. e
he island is fifteen hundred miles
in length, and very variablein breadth,
itaentire ‘area being; estim: at two
hundred gud fifty | thousand square
miles. he country produces large
quantities of timber; is the home of a
great variety of the most benuﬁl{g
i i By
0 ustralig, and  1ts ition by
Great Britain is mnaldem valuable in
view of being converted into a naval

station. ,
A recent European tfelegram aun-

nounceds that the treaty, eeding the
icsland to England, has been ratified
by the second Chamber of the govern-
ment of the Netherlands. The terms
ﬁfﬁ_ﬁﬂi{ n were not mentioned.
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FOR years, efforte have been unavail-

ingly made to introduce horse railways
in England, but ‘“Jonn Ball” with his
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seems that a change is coming o’er the
gpirit of his dream, and it is said that in

ndom, there ig-a sperfec ofor,
their tricti:r % ‘&i Eﬂ 1i-
tan Board of Wurka,-tha authority
which alone grants the right of way,
has already consented to' thirty-one:
schemes designed to interlace the streets
of the great metropolis with a net work
of this usefal American adaptation of
the railway system. “What will George
Francis'Trancis Train say to this? He
introduced astreet railway into Loondon,
amid m.gch opposition; but despite his

efforts.and hisepigrams, he had to with-
draw and tbialat;pgp'rnilwaya were taken

up?  Ted s
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