TO THE SAINTS:

To the officers and members of the®
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-
dsy Baipts, in Geperal Confersnce
assamblea:

Dear Brethren and Bistera—Every
Lintter-day Baiot will recognize the
value of union, not ooniy io action but -
In matters of faith apd discipline. AB,
to the rights and authority of the
Priesthood of the Son ot God, i is of
the highest ‘importance that there
should be no difference of opin‘en
among the officers and members of the
Ohurch of Jesus Chr st of Latter-day °
Bulots. Feellng the nepessity «f a cor-
rect upuerstandiog of this prD-
clple, we deem it preper Bk -
thie slxty-s'xth apriversary of tha
organization of the Church in these
iast days,to prepare and preseat & Blates
ment on the sutject, embodylog the
doctrine whigh han always prevailed |
ip the Church, and our vlews upon I8}
We are prompted to adopt this coures
al the present time because of events.®
which bave happened durlng the late
political conlest. A great diversity of
opinlon op the sutject haa been ex-
pretsed, and e ven by leading Elders i |
the Cburech, which latter fact bas
paturally led in some lpstances Lo
copelderable diviston of sentiment.. I

It is of great imwportance 1that we uD-
Jderstand each uviber and that there be
harmony io our tenchings. It s eipec-
tally importaot that these teacblpga
shall be 1o accordance with the l'ulmo'3

'and regulstious und docirines whieh |
| have been tauchl aod which have pre- |
vailed from the begloping uoptil the
present time, having oot only lhe
sapectlon of undisputed usage, but the
approval of all falthfui lesaders in the®

Church and of Him in whose name

aud by whoss suthority they net. :

Io the late exciting contest, to waioch,
rejerecce has beep made, the presiding,
authorities iD someinetsoces bave besn
misunderstood. In other initapces’
they have been misrepresented,
which hae Jed to a wronglal
couception of thelir resl views.
it nas been aeserted tooc freely,
wnd without foundation, that there has
been a disposition on their part to in-
teriere with jundivisual liberty and to
rebuke ip some mea a course which -
wae applanded ip othere. In a word,
that they bave appeared to desire to.
ugeert and maintain ao unjust and vp-
presslve control over the aotions of the
members of the Church, and Jo thus
doing bhave endeavored to efleci a .
upnion of Church and Btste., In the
heat of political discussiop, asser-
tione have bee;m made and &r-
guments veed cooveying to the pub-
lc mind & islse idea cobDeerning




lie posltion of tbhe cfMcera of the
Church, and leaving Lhe impres-
oo that there bas beep and Wwae
3% belng made an allempt to Aac-
Zmplleh the upiop above referred to.
Now that the excltement has passed,
0] cilmer reaion bas repumed its
Wiy, we thiok it prudeut to set forthb,
%that a)l may wndelstand, the exact
Maition occupled by the leading au-
Iorities of the Church,

I the first place we wish to state in
ihe most positive and empbatic lan-
fusge that at oo tlme hes there ever.
Won any attempt or even deeire on the
(a1t of the Jeading authorities referred
Wtp have the Church in any mannoer
“icrosch ppob the rights of the State,
U 1o npite in any degree the tuncilone
i theone with tbose of the other.

Peculiar circumslanges bave sur-
founded tbe people of Utah. For many
Fears & majority of them in every por-
llon of the Territory belonged Lo one
Cburch, every reputable member
of % hich wae entitied to bold and

old some ecclesiastical office. It
i easy 10 see hoOwW, !9 Lbe casual ob-
rver, it might appear sipguisr that
#0 mpoy officers nf the Chureb were
Mo officers of the Btate; but while

ihis wae in faot the case, the distive-
tion between the Cburch and the Blate

ibronghont those years wap carefully
maintajped, Thbe Fresident of the
Cboreh held for eight years Lhe high-
&l alvl) ¢ffice o the coiumunity,
baving been appolnted by lbe natioval
sdminjatration governor of the Ter-
fitory. The first secretary of the Terri-
lory was a prominent Cbureh official.
An Apastle represented the Territory
In Congress as a delegate during ten
Years, The membsers of the l.eglsla-
ture beld alep offices in the Church.
This was unavoidable; for the most
mitable men were elected by the votes
of the people, and, a8 we bavs stated,
tvery reputable man in the entire com-
munity neld son-e Church posltion,

tbe most epergetic and capable hold-
lng leaying positions. Tbis is all
natural anpd plain enough to
thore who conslder the cir-

tumetances; but it fursished oppor-
tapity for thoere wno were dispored to
ssiafl the people of the Territory to
charge them with attempting to unite
Church and State. A fair investigation
of the conditlons will abundantiy dis-
prove the charge and show fle ulter
lalsity.

On behalf of the Chureb of whicbh we
are leading oificers, we desire again to
slate o the members and also to lhe
poblig geperslly, that there bas not
been, nor fo there, the remotest desire
on our part of on the part of our co-
religionlets to do snytbing looking to a

We declare tbat there haps never been
any attempt to ocurtall individual
liberty—the personerl liberty of any ol
the officers or members of the Church.
The Ftirst Presidency and otber lead-
Ing officers did make certain sugges.
tone lo the people when the division
on party llnes took place. ‘Fhat move-
ment was an enlirely new departure,
and it was necessary, in order that the

full bevefit sbould not bhe lost
whbich waes hoped to result from
this new political divisfon,
that people who were loexperl.

enced should be warned agalpet hasty
and lil-considered sction. Ip some
cases they were counseled to be wise
acd prudent in the political steps
tbey were about to take, and this with
oo ides of winning them against tbeir
will to either side. To thiaextent, and
no further, wes anything #aid or done
up>n this question, tnd at no time and
under noojiroumsiances was 8ny sttempt
mwade Lo say to voters how they sbould
caet thelr ballots. ADY charge that
has been made to the contrary is ult-
terly falee.

Concerning cflicers of the Uburch
themselves, the fevcling was generaily
expressed {o the beginning of the po-
Iitiosl division spoken of that it would
be prudent for lending men pat to ac-
cept of office au the handas of toe po-
litical party to which they migbt be-
lopg. ‘Thls counsel was giveu to men
of both parties alike —uol because |t
was thought that (here was any impro-
priety in religious men nolding civil
uffice, not to deprive them of any of
the rlgpts of eitizenship, but because
of the feelipg that it would be belter
under all the eircumastances which bud
now arisen to svold noy action that
would be likely to create jealoury and
jil-teellng. An era of peave and
good-will seemed to be dawning upon
the people, and i1 was deemed good to
sbun everything that couid hLave the
lenst tendency to prevent the gon-
summation of this happy pros-
pect, In many ipetsoces, how-
ever, the pressure brought to
bear upon efficient and -popular men
by the mpmbers of the parllesto which
they belonged was of such a obaracter
tbat they bad to yield to the solicitalion
1o aCcept nomination to office, or sub.
ject themaelves to the suspicion of bsd
falth jo their party affiliations., In
some pases’ they did this witbout con-
sultiog the authorities of tbe Churcb;
but wbere impartant posgitlope were
beld, and where the dulies were of 4
reeponeible and exacting character,
some did seek the counsel and ad
vice of the leading Cburch authoritles
before accepting the political bonorse
tendered themi. Because some otbere

nufon of Cbhurch and Blate.

did oot seeh this counee] and advice,

ill-feeling was engendered, and undue-
and pajnful seneitiveness wae stimu-
lated; misunderstanding readily fol-
lowed, and 88 a result the autboritles
of the Churob were accusea of bad
fulth apnd made tbe subjects of bitter
reproach. We bave maiptained that
in the case of men whbo hold bigh
poeitions ip the Charch, wboee duties

are well detlned, and whose ee-
¢olesiasiloal jabors are understocd
to be continuoas and Decessary,

it wonld he ap improper thing to ac-
cept political office or enter into any
vocation that would distraot or rewoove
them from tbe rellgious duties resting
upon them, withoot first consultiog
apd obtalning tbe approval of their
assogiates and those who preside over
tbem. Kt has been Upderstood from
the very teginniny of the Chureh that
no officer whoee duties are of tbe
cbaracter referred to, has the right to
engage In any puarsuit, political or
otberwiee, that will divide bis time and
remove bis attention from tbhe ealling
already accepted. It bas been the
conelant practice with officers of the
Cbureh to consult—or, to use our lan-
guage,to “'cruneel*—with their breth-
ren concerning all qQuestions of thia
kina. They have not felt that they
weore eacrificing tbelr manbood In do-
ing eo, nor that they were submitting
to improper dictetion, nor that in so-
lieiting and acting vpon the advige
ol thoee over them, they
were in any manoer doing
away with tbeir ladividual righte and
agency, oof that to any improper de-
gree were thejr righle and duties as
American cltizens being abridged or
interfered witb. They realized that
in uccepting eccleslastical office they
assumed certain obligations; that
among these was the obligatlon to
magnoify the office which they beld, to
attend to ite dutles in preference to
every other labor, and todevote them-
seives exclueively to it with all the

zenl, industry =mnd o»etrengtb they
poeseesed, unless rejeased in
part or for time by thoze

who preside over them. Our view, and
it bas been the view of all our prede-
cesaorp, Is that no officer ofour Chureh,
‘especially those in high stasnding,
stiould take s course to violate thja long-
established practice. Rather thaa
Jisobey it, nnd declare himeell by his
actions deflantly independent of hie
asoclates and his fite [<aders, it bas
always been held that it would be
better for a man to reeign the duties of
hie Priestbood; and we eptertain the
rame view today.

In view ofallthe occurrences to which
reference bas been made, and to the
diversity of views thut bave arisen

among tbe people In counsiguence. we



feel it to be our duly to clearly deflne
our poeitioa, so there may bs no cauee
herealter for dispuie or controversy
upon tbhe subjeel: ’

First--We unanimously agree to and
promulzate a8 n rule that sbould a!-
ways be observed in the Church
snd by every leadlng ~official
tbereof, thal hefore accepting any
position, political or otberwise,
which would interfere with the proper
and complete discharge of his ecclesl.
astical dutles, and belore nccepting a |
nomination or entering Inlo engage- |
menis lo perform new dutles, said
official should npply.to the proper au-
thorities and learn irom thieo whether
be cau, consisiently witb the obliga-
tions aiready entered ioto with the
Chureh upon asruming bis oftice, take
upot bimeell the adued duaties aud
iabors and responsibilities of the new
position, To maiotaje proper dlscipline
and order in the Chureh, we deem
this ahsolutely necessary, and in ae-
#:rting this rule, we do nct conslder
thal we are Iniringing io the laust de-
gree Upon the individmal rights of the
citizen. Qur position ie Lbhat a 'man
having accepled the honore and ubliga-
tious of ecclesiastical cflice io the
Church canpot properly of his own
volition make those bosors subordi-
nale Lo oF even co-ordioale whth' new
onee of an eulirely diflersnt character;
we bold that unlesy bhe is willivg tu
‘counsel with and obtsln the con-
seot of his fellow-labhorers and presia-
ing officera ig the Prieathood, be
should be released from all obvligations
associaled with the latier, before ac-
gepting anoy new position.

Becond— We declare that in making
4bepe D quiremenis of ourselves and
our hrethren In 1he ministry, we de |
not tn the least desire to diciate to
themm concerning their duties as
Ameriean oitizens, or Lo Interfere with
the aflatra of Lhe Btate; neither do we

conelder that in the renootest
degree we  are aeeking the |
upnion of Church nud Blaje. We

|
once more bere repudiate the 1nalnua-'l‘
tiou thut tbers i# Oor ever nes hesb AL

attempt by our Jeading men to trespsss |
upon the ground oceupied by the Biate, |
or that there haws been or s the wish Lo
curtall ioc any manper any of its fune.
tione, Your brethren,
WILFORD W OODRUFF,
GE0. Q. CANNUN,
Jos. F. BMITH,
First Preeldency. l‘
dLORENZ)Y BNOW,
F. D. RICHARDS,
BriouaM YoONG,
Franois M. Lyman,
JuaN HENRY EBMITH,
GroRGE TEABDALL,

HEBER J. GRANT,

b 1

JOEN W, TAYLOR,
MARRINER W, MEREILL,

ABRAaHAM H. CannoOn, :
A postles.

JOHN BMITH,
Patrlarch.

BEyMmoUR B, YOoUNG,
C. D. FFJELDSTED,
B. H, ROBERTS,
GEORGE REYNOLDS,
JoNATHAN Q. KIMEALL,
RULON B, WELLS,
EpwARD BTEVENION,

First Councll of Beventies,
W B. PRESTON,
R. T, BURTON,
JoHN E. WINDER,

FPresidlog Bisbopric.

8aLT LAKE Crty, April 6:h, 1896, &

NoTE~-The reason Lhe signature of
Apusile Anton B. Liond does not ap-
pear 1 connection with those of Lie
quorum i8 becauss be is mbscot, pre.
-iufong over toe Buropeau mission, He)
however,will be glven the opporinolty
of appendiog bis signatufe when he,
returpes home.



